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WORLD SIKH CONVENTION MEETS IN AMRITSAR 
Speeches, Resolutions 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text) Amritsar, July 26. The Akali-sponsored World Sikh Convention, today 
served an “ultimatum” on the Union Government that if the demands raised by 
the Akali Dal (Longowal) were not conceded by 31 August, a “dharamyudh” would 
be started to achieve the same. 


Concluding the debates at today’s daylong conventicn, party president Sant 
Harchand Singh Longowal warned that the Dal would organise a peaceful protest 
march cn 7 September at New Delhi. “Mind you, and let New Delhi also listen, 
this time we would not fill jails just to languish there. This time we will 
do something different,” Sant Longowal added without elaborating. 


List of Grievances 


The speeches made at the convention and resolutions adopted listed a large num- 
ber of grievances and complaints the Akali leaders claimed had piled up over 
the last 34 years. 


The political resolution said that “Sikhs were a nation, but they never had nor 
now have any intention of secession from India.” 


It added: but we shall have to engage ourselves in the last and decisive war 
to seek an end to a life of subservience, political, economic, social and cul- 
tural inequality and to achieve for ourselves the right to live with dignity 
and honour.” 


The convention, at the historic Manji Sahib hall in the premises of the Golden 
Temple, was addressed besides Sant Longowal by SGPC president Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra, former chief Minister Prakash Singh Badal, former Janata “nion Minister 
Surjit Singh Barnala and others. It was a massive gathering and 25,000-capacity 
Naji Sahib hall was packed throughout the deliberations. 


In his speech, Mr Tohra made a scathing attack on the Congcess Government at 
Delhi and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. He asserted that Sikhs and Akali 
Dal “knew how to get its due.” 


Otherwise moderate Mr Badal also did not lag behind in wounting an attack on 
the ruling party, both at Delhi and Chandigarh. 


2 











The convention also resolved its commitment to Anandpur Sahib resolution, 
calling for a federal structure, with complete autonomy, to the federating 
State-units. 


The printed acdress of Sant Longowal listed as many as 45 grievances, demands 
and instances of discrimination against the Sikhs. 


The Khalistan folks had their own stall near the hall, and they distributed 
leaflets. 


Report on Working Committee 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1,7 


[Text] Amritsar, July 26. In a significant religio-pditical move, the work- 
ing committee of Sant Longowal-led Shiromani Akali Dal has declined to criti- 
cise, opposed or condemn the demand for ‘Khalistan,’ it is reliably learnt. 


The demand for formally opposing the controversial slogan was made at the work- 
ing committee meeting yesterday by former Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal, 
who reportedly heads what are referred to as ‘moderates’ in the party. The 
main opposition came from SGPC president Gurcharan Singh Tohra, MP, considered 
leader of the ‘hawks.' 


It may be mentioned here that Jathedar Tohra has just returned from a three- 
week tour abroad, where he reportedly had elaborate meetings with Dr Jagjit 
Singh Ajnoha, head priest of Akal Takht, the top religious and temporal 
authority of the Sikhs, claimed that the mission for which he had gone abroad 
had been accomplished. 


Sources said that his mission along with Mr Tohra was to make attempts to se- 
cure or at least apply for ‘assocate membership’ status for Sikhs at the UN. 


The working committee passed four resolutions. One reiterated that ‘Sikhs 
were a nation' with their nationality being Indian. It also demanded the 
withdrawal of allegedly fabricated and false cases' registered against 15 
activists of the Sikh Student's Federation for raising demands like Khalistan. 
The cases against them had been registered under the Seditions Act. 


CSO: 4220/7435 











INDIA 


SIXTH PLAN PROGRAM FOR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT TOLD 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] The Centre has drawn up a massive programme of energy development in 
the country with an outlay of Rs 26,500 crore for it in the sixth Plan. This 
forms 28 per cent of the total plan outlay, reports PTI. 


The outlay on power sector alone is Rs 19,265 crore which is almost 20 per cent 
of the total plan outlay in thepublic sector. 


Minister of State for Energy Vikram Mahajan told a meeting of the Rotary Club 
of Faridabad on Sunday that whereas coal production will be stepped up from 
104 million tonnes to 165 million tonnes by the end of the sixth Plan produc- 
tion of crude petroleum will go up by 10 million tonnes, and petroleum products 
by over 9 million tonnes. 


There would be a big increase in power generation which will go up from a level 
of 112 billion units at the beginning of the sixth Plan to 191 billion units at 
the end of the Plan. 


Mr Mahajan said the power sector has recorded a phenomenal growth during the 
last three decades and the generating capacity has increased from 2,300 MW in 
1950 to 31,000 MW in 1980. 


Government had undertaken a number of short-term and long-term measures to 
achieve a faster growth in power output he said. 


The short-term measures included improvement in the capacity utilisation of 
existing thermal plants several time-bound renovations and betterment programmes 
for major thermal stations. 


In the long-term the Government has plans to execute as many projects as possi- 
ble with a view to achieving substantial increase in the generating capacity. 
During the sixth Plan 28,000 MW of additional capacity will be created and by 
the turn of the century nearly one lakh MW of generating capacity will be 

added, he said. 


The Minister said the Centre will have a greater role in power generation with 

a gradual increase of emphasis on hydro-development. He told the Rotarians that 
a number of hydro-projects are held up on account cf inter-State issues, and the 
Centre had suggested that the concerned States hand over such projects for 
implementation by the central sector. 
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INDIA 


TRADE UNIONS, OTHERS CONDEMN ESSENTIAL SERVICES LAW 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The Ordinance empowering the Government to ban strikes has provoked 
countrywide condemnation by trade union centres, working class organisations 
and opposition parties. 


Vehement protests were pouring in from State Capitals and industrial centres 
with urgent calls to the working class to unitedly resist and fight back the 
‘draconian and dictatorial assault on their fundamental right.' 


Major trade union centres like AITUC, CITU, BMS and HMS together with con- 
federations of Central Government employees, railways posts and telegraphs, 
LIC, banks and civic services condemned the measure in unison and resolved 
to fight it unitedly. 


The resolve received strong support from the CPI-M the CPI the Janata Party, 
the Lok Dal, the BJP, the Cong-U and the Democratic Socialist Party of Mr H.N. 
Bahuguna. 


Only the Cong-I MPs and party functionaries as also the INTUC-controlled by the 
ruling party welcomed the ordinance as a ‘step in the right direction to re- 
store industrial peace and accelerate production.’ 


AITUC Warning 


The AITUC in a statement warned that if the government thought that such a 
dictatorial step would be able to suppress the trade union movement and the 
right to strike ‘past experiences have proved otherwise.' 


The AITUC said the trade union movement would build up a mighty united resis- 
tance movement to beat back the Government offensive. 


AITUC president S. A. Dange in a statement in Bombay said if the ordinance is 
not accompanied ‘by effective price freeze and quick and compulsory bilateral 
settlement’ between the union and the employer, it will only lead to an attack 
on the workers’ wages and rights. 


He said trade unions of all shades should unite to find ways of protecting the 
working people. 








AITUC secretary T. N. Sidhanta said ‘while concessions and reliefs are being 
showered almost everyday on the monopolists, blackmarketeers and black monied 
class, the Government was now seeking to gag the working class by banning the 
strikes. 


The central secretariat of the CPI has demanded immediate withdrawal of ordi- 
nance and called upon the working class to defend their basic rights and fight 
against ‘ruthless and blanket suppression." 


The ordinance ‘is an affront to the democratic principles and norms,’ the 
secretariat now in session inHyderabad said in a statement. 


CITU general-secretary Manoranjan Roy said in Calcutta that this was ‘another 
sign of Mrs Gandhi's autocratic rule.' He called upon the working class to 
launch united agitations against the ordinance as it was an assault on their 
fundamental right. 


The CPI-M politburo said: ‘The ordinance constitutes an attack on the funda- 
mental right to organise and it shows that the Government is determined to 
scuttle one fundamental right after another. 


As the ordinance was intended to crush ‘all agitation for better wages and liv- 
ing conditions for the worker’ the CPI-M called upon the entire working class 
to resist the ‘attack on their freedom’ and compel the Government to withdraw 
the ordinance. 


CPI-M general-secretary E.M.S. Namboodiripad said the ordinance was an attack 
on the entire working class and would be directed against the democratic move- 
ment. 


He called on all democratic parties to join hands to resist it and force the 
Government to retreat. 


Backdoor Emergency 


In Calcutta reacting sharply on the ordinance, Chief Minister Jyoti Basu said: 
'This is emergency without the declaration. ' 


He said as a result of the Government of India's policies, there is an inten- 
sified economic crisis in the country, and to face the crisis, the Government 
"starts the attack on the working people.’ 


'This is undemocratic, authoritarian, and this would lead to further attacks,’ 
he said. 


Minister for Labour K. P. Ghosh said that the ordinance was undemocratic and a 
violation of the election pledges given by Mrs Gandhi. 


Left Front chairman Mr Promode Dasgupta condemned the ordinance and said it was 
an inevitable culmination of the nondemocratic trend of Mrs Gandhi's Government, 
earlier manifested in many steps taken by the Centre through executive actions. 











Making a Captive 


HMS general secretary D. D. Vasisht said the ordinance was designed to make 
the working class captive before the Indian industrialists and the multi- 
nationals to help them to exploit the workers even further. Condemning the 
power of summary trial assumed by the Government, he said the working class 
will resist this undemocratic and antiworker ordinance unitedly. 


BMS organising secretary B. N. Sathe said his union would discuss with other 
national trade unions what steps it should take to fight “the anti-labour 
ordinance." 


The All-India LIC employees Federation has called upon the staff to hold demon- 
strations on Tuesday to protest against the ordinance to put up a bulwark of 
resistance against the Government's attack. 


Mr S. Madhusudan, chairman of the Confederation of the Central Government 
Employees and Workers, called upon all workers organisations, irrespective of 
party affiliations, to ‘jointly thwart the dictatorial efforts of the Govern- 
ment’ and assured them that Government employees would not lag behind in put- 
ting United Front against the ordinance. 


LIC Employees Federation general-secretary P. P. Patil termed the ordinance as 
‘a replica of the outrageous Industrial Relations Bill which the Janata Govern- 
ment had introduced earlier.’ It is a clear ‘harbinger of total undeclared 
emergency,’ Mr Patil added. 


The All-India Defence Employees Federation president S.M. Banerjee and general- 
secretary K.M. Mathew regretted that the Government, having failed to bring 
down prices of essential commodities, has resorted to such repressive measures 
to suppress the rightful claims of the workers. 


DSF leader H.N. Bahuguna, said the ordinance proved that the Government had 
‘lost confidence’ in its capacity to inspire acceptance of goodwill from 
either the people or the instrument of governance. 


BJP leader, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi felt Government could always deal with 
strikes when they were organised. ‘But to deny the right in the garb of declar- 
ing any service essential is, in fact, a method to cover Government's own 
incompetence and utter failure to manage the economy. ' 


Janata Party general-secretary Ravinder Verma said it was a ‘formal assault’ 
on the rights of the working class and might well turn out to be a blank 
cheque to the employers. 


Lok Dal secretary Rabi Ray described the ordinance as ‘unconstitutional and 
malafide.' 


Karpoori Thakur: Mrs Gandhi had robbed the workers of their legitimate and 
fundamental right. ‘Slowly but surely she is now coming in her true colors.’ 








Qualified INTUC 


INTUC President N. K. Bhatt, giving qualified support tothe ordinance 
demanded that the Centre should take similar stern measures against recalci- 
trant managements. 


He called upon the working class to rise above their narrow, sectarian approach 
and thwart the sinister games of the disruptive forces and take the country fur- 
ther in the efforts to become economically self-reliant. 


CSO: 4220/7438 








INDIA 


TEXT OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] The following is the text of the Essential Services Maintenance Ordi- 
nance, 1981, promulgated by the President: 


1. (1) This ordinance may be called the Essential Services Maintenance 
Ordinance, 1981. 


(2) It extends to the whole of India: 


Provide that it shall not apply to the State of Jammu and Kashmir insofar as 
it related to any essential service connected with matters with respect to 
which Parliament has now power to make laws for that State. 


(3) It shall come into force at once. 
2. (1) In this ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires, 
(A) ‘Essential services’ means: 


(i) Any postal telegraph or telephone service, including any service connected 
therewith: 


(ii) Any railway service or any transport service for the carriage of passen- 
gers or goods by air or any other transport service for the carriage of passen- 
gers or goods by land or water with respect to which Parliament has power to 
make laws. 


(iii) Any service connected with the operation or maintenance of aerodromes, 
or with the operation, repair or maintenance of aircraft, or any service in 
the International Airports Authority of India constituted under Section 3 of 
the International Airports Authority Act, 1971; 


(iv) Any service in, or in connection with the working of any major port, 
including any service connected with the loading, unloading, movement or stor- 
age of goods in any such port; 


(v) Any service connected with the clearance of goods or passengers through 
the customs or with the prevention of smuggling; 











(vi) Any service in any establishment of, or connected with, the armed forces 
of the union or in any other establishments or installations connected with 
defence; 


(vii) Any service in any section of any industrial undertaking pertaining to 
a scheduled industry on the working of which the safety of such undertaking 
or the employees employed therein depends; 


--Explanation: For the purposes of this sub-clause, the expressions ‘indus- 
trial undertaking’ and ‘scheduled industry’ shall have the meanings respectively 
assigned to them iu clauses (D) and (1) of Section 3 of the Industries (Devel- 
opment and Regulation) Act, 1961; 


(viii) Any service in, or in connection with, the working of any undertaking 
owned or controlled by the Central Government being an undertaking engaged in 
the purchase, procurement, storage, supply or distribution of foodgrains; 


(ix) Any service in, or in connection with the working of any system of public 
conservancy or sanitation, hospitals or dispensaries in any Union Territory, 
cantonment area or undertaking owned or controlled by the Central Government. 


(x) Any service in connection with or in relation to banking; 


(xi) Any service in any oilfield or refinery or in any establishment or under- 
taking dealing with the production, supply or distribution of petroleum and 
petroleum products; 


(xii) Any service in any mint or security press; 


(xiii) Any service in connection with elections to Parliament or to the legis- 
latures of the States; 


(xiv) Any service in connection with the affairs of the union, not being a 
service specified in any of the foregoing sub-clauses; 


(xv) Any other service connected with matters with respect to which Parlia- 
ment has power to make laws and which the Central Government being of opinion 
that strikes therein would prejudicially affect the maintenance of any public 
utility service, the public safety or the maintenance of supplies and services 
necessary for the life of the community or would result in the infliction of 
grave hardship on the community, may, by notification in the official gazette 
declare to be an essential service for the purposes of this ordinance; 


(B) ‘Strike’ means the cessation of work by a body of persons employed in any 
essential service acting in combination or a concerted refusal or a refusal un- 
der a common understanding of any number of persons who are or have been so 
employed to continue to work or to accept employment and includes-- 


(i) Refusal to work overtime where such work is necessary for the maintenance 
of any essential service; 
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(ii) Any other conduct which is likely to result in, or results in, cessa- 
tion or substantial retardation of work in any essential service. 


(2) Amy reference in this ordinance to any law which is not in force in any 
area and to any authority under such law shall, in relation to that area, be 
construed as a reference to the corresponding law in force in that area and 
to the corresponding authority under such corresponding law. 


(3) Every notification issued under sub-clause (xv) of clause (a) of sub- 
section (1) shall be laid before each House of Parliament immediately after 

it is made if it is in session and on the first day of the commencement of the 
next session of the House if it is not in session and shall cease to operate at 
the expiration of 40 days from the date of its being so laid or from the re- 
assembly of Parliament, as the case may be, unless before the expiration of 
that period a resolution approving the issue of the notification is passed by 
both Houses of Parliament. 


--Explanation: Where the Houses of Parliament are summoned to re-assemble 
on different dates the period of 40 days shall be reckoned from the latter of 
those dates. 


3. (1) If the Central Government is satisfied that in the public interest it 
is necessary or expedient so to do, it may, by general or special order, pro- 
hibit strikes in any essential service specified in the order. 


(2) An order made under subsection (1) shall be published in such manner as 
the Central Government considers best calculated to bring it to the notice of 
the persons affected by the order. 


(3) An order made under subsection(1) shall be in force for six months only, 
but the Central Government may, by a like order, extend it for any period not 
exceeding six months if it is satisfied that in the public interest it is 
necessary or expedient so to do. 


(4) Upon the issue of an order under sub-section (1)-- 


(A) No person employed in any essential service to which the order relates 
shall go or remain on strike; 


(b) Any strike declared or commenced whether before or after the issue of 
the order, by persons employed in any service shall be illegal. 


4. Any person: 


(A) Who commences a strike which is illegal under this ordinance or goes or 
remains on, or otherwise takes part in, any such strike; or 


(B) Who instigates or incites other persons to commence, or go or remain on, 
or otherwise take part in, any such strike, shall be liable to disciplinary 
action (including dismissal) in accordance with the same provisions as are 
applicable for the purpose of taking such disciplinary action (including dis- 
missal) on any other ground under the terms and conditions of service appli- 
cable to him in relation to his employment. 
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5. Any person who commences a strike which is illegal under the ordinance 

or goes or remains on, or otherwise takes part in, amy such strike shall be 
punishable with imprisunment for a term which may extend to six months or with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


6. Any person who instigates or incites other persons to take part in, or 
otherwise acts in furtherance of, a strike which is illegal under this 
ordinance shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to one year, or with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


7. Any person who knowingly expends or supplies any money in furtherance or 
support of a strike which is illegal under this ordinance shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which 
may extend to two thousand rupees, or with both. 


8. Notwithstanding anything contained in the code of criminal procedure, 1973, 
any police officer may arrest without warrant any person who is reasonably sus- 
pected of having committed any offence under this ordinance. 





9. Notwithstanding anything contained in the code of criminal procedure, 1973 
all offences under this ordinance shall be tried in a summary way by any metro- 
politan magistrate, or any judicial magistrate of the first class specially 
empowered in this behalf by the State Government and the provisions of sections 
262 to 265 (both inclusive) of the said code shall, as far as may be, apply to 
such trial. 


Provided that in a case of conviction for any offence in a summary trial under 
this section, it shall be lawful for the magistrate to pass a sentence of im- 
prisonment for any term for which such offence is punishable under this 
ordinance. 

10. The provision of this ordinance and of any order issued thereunder shall 
have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith contained in the 
Industrial Disputes Act 1947 or in any other law for the time being in force. 


ll. During the continuance in force of this ordinance. The Essential Services 
Maintenance (Assam) Act 1980, shall have effect as if-- 


(A) In sub-section (1)-- 

(i) Clause (A) had been omitted; 

(ii) For Clause (B) the following clauses had been substituted, namely: 
(B) Essential service-means: 

(i) Any transport service for the carriage of passengers or goods, by land 


or water, with respect to which the legislative assembly of the state of Assam 
has power to make laws; 
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(ii) Amy service connected with the production, storage, supply or distribu- 
tion, as the case may be, of gas or water; 


(iii) Any service connected with the maintenance of public health and sani- 
tation, including hospitals and dispensaries; 


(iv) Any public services and posts in connection with the affairs of the 
State, and also persons appointed to the secretarial staff of the Legislative 
Assembly of the State of Assan. 


(v) Any other service or employment or class thereof, connected with matters 
with respect to which the Legislative Assembly of the State of Assam has power 
to make laws and which the State Government being of opinion that strikes there- 
in would prejudicially affect the maintenance of any public utility service, 

the public safety or the maintenance of the supplies and services necessary 

for the life of the community or would result in the infliction of grave 
hardship on the community, may, by notification in the official gazette, 

declare to be an essential service for the purpose of this act; 


(BB) ‘State Government's means the State Government of Assam; 


(2) In sub-section (2) for the words brackets and figures ‘under sub-clause 
(v)' had been substituted; 


(B) In section 3 and 9 for the words ‘appropriate Government,’ whether they 
occur, ‘the words ‘State Government’ had been substituted. 


CSO: 4220/7438 
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STATE GROUP REQUESTS CONGRESS-U LEADER RESIGN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] Lucknow, July 25 (UNI) The Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee(U) today 
demanded the resignation of party Chief Devraj Urs as it felt he had completely 
forfeited the confidence of the party workers following his failure to preperlv 
pursue the election symbol base. 


The PCC(U) also urged Mr Jagjivan Ram to accept the presidentship of the party. 


Announcing this at a news conference PCC(U) president Shyam Dhar Misra said a 
special convention of the party had been summoned at Delhi on 5 August. 


Mr Misra said a meeting of the UPCC(U) was held here today to consider the 
latest political situation in the country in the light of the decision in the 
party's election symbol case. In all 85 members of the State executive and 
other senior party leaders took part in the meeting. 


He said the meeting in a resolution noted with deep regret that the case before 
the Election Commission was not pursued diligestly by the AICC(U) secretariat. 


The resolution said ‘due to this lack of proper presentation of the case 
apparently with ulterior motives, the Election Commissioner not only gave an 
adverse verdict about the symbol but also proceeded unlawfully to assume juris- 
diction not vesting in him.’ 


The resolution condemned the AICC(U) secretariat for its ‘flagrant disregard 
towards preserving the identity and integrity of the party and for doing almost 
irreparable damage to its image through reckless behaviour and irresponsible 
utterances before the Election Commission and also in public. 


The meeting called upon Mr Urs to resign from the high office of the President 
of the Congress-U immediately. 


The meeting rejected as ‘fraudulent and dishonest’ the so-called resolution of 
the Congress-U working committee declaring the organisational election in Uttar 
Pradesh as null and void. 


CSO: 4220/7433 
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INDIA 


RAJESWARA RAO INTERVIEWED ON CPI POLICY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] CPI general secretary C. Rajeswara Rao has declared that in accordance 
with the general policy guidelines laid down by the party's National Council 
the CPI will build unity in action on the widest basis with all possible forces 
including the Cong-I on such issues as anti-imperialism, anti-communalism, for 
self-reliance and national integration." 


In an interview prior to his departure for Hyderabad to attend the party's 
Central Executive Committee meeting (which is being held there from 27 July), 
the CPI leader openly spoke out against charges that the party was making Mrs 
Gandhi as the main target of its attack. 


‘As far as our policy towards the Indira Gandhi government is concerned, we 
have been making it clear in all our resolutions of the Central Executive Con- 
mittee and National Council. We underscore that our left and democratic alter- 
native to the Indira Congress has nothing to do with the concept of all-in 
Opposition including the communal forces,’ Mr Rao clarified. 


There was ‘nothing new’ in saying that cooperation with Cong-I on the afore- 
mentioned issues was possible, he asserted. 


Mr Rao strongly defended Mr Mohit Sen, a member of the CPI's Central Executive, 
who has been branded as ‘pro-Dangeite’ in a section of the press and said Mr 
Sen's recent article in a Delhi weekly was in full conformity with the party 
line. Mr Sen had hailed the foreign policy of Mrs Gandhi as one of ‘peace, 
anti-imperialism, friendship with the Soviet Union and other socialist States, 
other non-aligned States, despite ambiguities and vacillations’ and this accorded 
with the CPI understanding. 


Moreover, Mr Sen wanted intense struggle against the Government's anti-people 
policies for a left and democratic alternative on the national scale; and this 
too was the CPI line, Mr Rao hold. ‘When he (Mr Sen) states that big sections 
of the poor people are behind Indira Gandhi and they have to be brought into 
struggle against the anti-people policies of the Indira Government and also 
for defence of the unity and integrity of the country against US imperialists 
and their allies, what is wrong with it? It is also in line with the party's 
policy,’ Mr Rao added. 
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On relations with the CPI-M, Mr kao said the two parties had come “nearer on 
national and international issues than in the past *hough some important poli- 
tical and ideological differences still persist.” Mr Rao also said that the 
CPI decision to stay away from Janata Party president Chandre Shekhar's meet- 
ing of Opposition groups had been widely greeted by the rank-and-file of the 
party as manifestation of the party's “independent course of action” distinct 
from the CPI-M's position of aligning with all and sundry in the opposition 
agaiust Mrs Gandhi. 


Mr Rao, however lashed out at those who alleged that the CPI was an appendage 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. “It is true that the communist and 
workers’ parties adhere to the ideology of Marxism-Leninism. But it does not 
mean that they agree on everything. The serious differences in the interna- 
tional communist movement that are occasionally reported in the press show that 
each party, however shall it may be, acts according to its own convictions,” he 
maintained. 


Mr Rao affirmed that the party was fully united behind the Bhatinda congress 
line and resolutions of the National Council. In fact, the "CPI today is such 
more united than at the time of the Bhatinda congress" and all efforts to show 
that the party was under pressure of pro-Dange elements and that it was going 
to change its line “are a pure invention.” Very few had left the party to join 
the All-India Communist Party headed by former CPI Chairman S. A. Dange, he 
added. 


Asked if the CPI would adopt the policy of unity and struggle in relation to 
Congress-I as it had done with considerable success till 1974 before making 
blunders during the emergency (as had been acknowledged by the Bhatinda Con- 
gress), Mr Rao categoricrlly stated that there would be no going back to the 
pre-Bhatinda position of the party. 


CSO: 4220/7433 
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INDIA 


CPI-M GENERAL SECRETARY SPEAKS IN BANGALORE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] Fangalore, July 27 (PTI, UNI)--CPI-M general secretary E.M.S. Namboodi- 
ripad has called upon the Centre to pursue a policy which would strengthen the 
country's reiationship with the Soviet Union but without hampering the efforts 
to normalise ties with China. 


Addressing a public meeting here,the Marxist leader, however said ‘we are not 
camp followers of either Russia or China.' 


He said the policies pursued by the Government had resulted in steep price 
hikes, large-scale unemployment and deteriorating law and order situation. 
The recent ‘upsurge’ of the peasants workers women and students indicated the 
people's desire to fight against the ‘authoritarian and undemocratic rule’ of 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, Mr Namboodiripad said. The CPI-M would lend its support 
to all left and democratic forces in their fight against Mrs Gandhi's rule, 
he added. 


Even from Jawaharlal Nehru's time, the Congvess governments had been using pre- 
ventive detention as a weapon ‘to crush’ people's civil liberties, Mr Namboo- 
diripad charged. In recent times, he said, people's rights and liberties had 
been totally eroded. 


On the agricultural front the Government had been unable to procure the tar- 
geted 9 million tonnes of wheat in spite of a bumper harvest, Mr Namboodiripad 
said. Only seven lakh tonnes had been procured. The reason for this was that 
the farmer had sold the foodgrain to the blackmarketeer and the hoarder for a 
better price since the Government had not conceded their demand for remunera- 
tive prices he added. 


Mr Namboodiripad said though there were differences betwe nr the left and right 
opposition parties he was glad that they had come together on the question of 
opposing the anti-people policies of the Central Government. 


Detailing the differences between the right and left opposition parties he 
alleged that though the right opposition claimed to be democratic in practice 
it were not so. 


He said even on the question of arms sales to Pakistan by the United States the 
right opposition stood against the left parties. Janata :arty leader Morarji 
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Desai and BJP leader A. B. Vajpayee were supporting the sale saying that the 
arms would be used by Pakistan against the Soviet Union, he alleged. 


Mr Namboodiripad, however, ruled out any political or electoral alliance with 
the right opposition. 


Mr Namboodiripad said the Congress-I Party was ‘breaking up.' Mr Pahadia had 
been removed from the chief ministership of Rajasthan. ‘I do not know on whom 
the axe will fall next,' he said. 


CSO: 4220/7438 
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INDIA 


PUNJAB CPI UNIT ISSUES STATEMENT ON SIKH PARLEY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 29 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] Chandigarh, July 28--The Punjab unit of the CPI has strongly criticized 
the resolutions passed at the world Sikh convention. A statement issued in the 
name of Mr Joginder Bhasin and Mr Nazar Singh, members of the CPI's State 
Council secretariat, expresses concern over the decisions of the "so-called 
world Sikh convention." 


The CPI, they said, would go to the people to “expose the evil designs of com- 
munal and disruptive forces and to rouse the people against such forces and 
anti-people and anti-democratic policies of the Congress (I)." The party has 
decided to hold jointly with the CPI(M) a State-level convention against commun- 
alism and to call for national integration and for more powers to the States. 

It will also approach the Janata Party, Congress(U) and other like-minded groups 
to seek their support and participation. 


It is significant that the CPI and CPI(M), allies of the Akalis in the recent 
past, will not invite the Akalis to the convention. This may mean the parting 
of ways between the Akalis and Communists in Punjab unless the former relent 
and revise their stand on issues like the "Sikhs as a separate nation.” 


The ruling Congress(I) will be only too happy over the Akali stand at the Am- 
ritsar convention has meant a virtual end to the unity of the opposition in the 
State. The Bharatiya Janata Party can neither align itself with the Akalis 

nor the Communists. 


The CPI statement issued today made this point while saying that the Akali 
approach would on the one hand strengthen the communal, separatist forces and 
on the other hand strengthen the Congress(I) Government. 


The CPI said that even the well meaning resolution of the convention that Sikhs 
do not want separation from the country lost its significance, when the dominant 
Akali leadership went on harping on the slogan of "Sikhs as a nation" and under 
pressure from extremists deleted from the original resolution the lines declar- 
ing opposition to the proposed "Khalistan." 


Through various resolutions passed at the world Sikh convention in Amritsar on 
Sunday, the Akali Dal (Longowal) tried to please both extremists and moderates 
in the party. 
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Its main decision to start a “dharma yudh" (religious war) will surely satisfy 
the hawks inthe party, but the time frame of the campaign has been left vague. 
The “yudh" is to be waged on the question of "discrimination" against Sikhs, 
which is being talked about freely by all sections of Akalis. 


The fact that the convention categorically made it known that it never asked 
for a separate Sikh State and did not intend to do so, shows a victory for 
the moderates led by Mr Prakash Singh Badal. At the preparatory meeting, 
there was a demand from the extremists for a favourable stand on it. It was 
felt by observers that the convention would remain silent to appease them. 


This has apparently not been done, to refute the ruling party's allegation of 
separatism against the Akalis. 


The slogan of Sikhs as a separate nation has given rise to a serious controversy. 
Only a few days ago, Mr Aftar Singh Malhotra, general-secretary of the Punjab 
CPI, said that this party opposed the slogan, since it could ultimately lead 

to the slogan of a separate Sikh State. Mr B. S. Danewalia, president of the 
newly-formed Confederal Shiromani Akali Dal, while suggesting launching of a 
Punjabi movement in a statement, had said some time ago: "Among other groups, 
there have been distinct nationalities in India's multi-cultural nationhood, 
namely Punjabis, Bengalis, Tamils, transcending religious distinctions." He 
talked about Punjabi nationality rather than Sikh nationality in his statement. 


Mr Darbara Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, when asked for his comments on the 
convention's decision, told some reporters that Sikhs were not a separate nation. 
This has been, of course, the Congress(I) stand and the stand of all political 
parties except the Akalis. This is the first time that the Akali Dal (Longowal) 
has formally declared the Sikhs a separate nation. Earlier, the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee passed such a resolution; the Akali Dal (Longo- 
wal) dominates the SGPC. 


Mr Darbara Singh also refuted the Akali stand at the convention that the Sikhs 
were being discriminated against in India. He said Mrs Gandhi was very 
considerate to Sikh interests. Only recently, the remaining portion of the 
Kotwali in Delhi had been handed over to the Delhi Gurdwara Prabandhak Commit- 
tee because of its importance in Sikh history. 


CSO: 4220/7442 
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INDIA 


CPI EXECUTIVE MEETS, RESOLUTION REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] Hyderabad, July 30 (PTI)--The central executive of the CPI today sup- 
ported the call of the Central trade union organisations to observe ‘procest 
day" on the opening day -f the monsoon session of Parliament on 17 August 
against the Essential Services Ordinance. 


The committee which ended its four-day session here today, in a resolution also 
hailed the resolution adopted at the joint convention of Central trade union 
organisations and federations at Bombay eariier this month to launch a country- 
wide united mass campaign on the issues of price rise and attacks on trade 
union democratic rights. 


This was a timely initiative by the organised working class which deserves the 
fullest support of all toiling people and democratic sections, the resolution 
said. 


The resolution referred to the recent hike in the prices of petroleum products 
and said "the anti-working class and anti-democratic policies" of the Central 
Government have been "even more nakedly revealed" during the last fortnight in 
the shape of the heavy price increases in petrol diesel, kerosene cooking gas 
fertilisers and cement on the one hand, and the promulgation of the Essential 
Services Ordinance on the other virtually banning all the strikes. 


"These drastic measures may be only the prelude to further attacks." It said 

and expressed confidence that the united strength of the working class, backed 
by the support of the toiling people was capable of forcing the Government to 

retract its steps. 


The executive directed all CPI units to ensure massive mobilisation of the peo- 
ple in support of the programmes of the Central trade union organisation. 


Hindu Casteists Blamed 


Meanwhile, the CPI has blamed Hindu casteists for the desperation of Harijans 
particularly in Tamilnadu. 


This desperation is sought to be exploited by Muslim communalists said a reso- 
lution of the Central executive committee of the party, which adopted a com- 
prehensive resolution on communal and casteist offence. 
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The CPI declared that it stood for the protection of constitutional right of 
all the citizens to follow and adopt any faith of their choice and not to be 
coerced in any way in this regard. 


It said that the reports about conversion of some Harijans to Islam “have been 
used by Hindu and Muslim communal forces to bring grist to their mill." 


The CPI called upon the people, particularly its own members, to realise the 
gravity of the situation and protect the Harijans against caste oppression 
and injustice. 


At the same time it appealed to Harijans to stand up for their human dignity 

and demands and reminded them that the only true way to end their oppression 
was to join the ranks of the militant fighters for radical socio-economic trans- 
formations. 


CSO: 4220/7461 
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INDIA 


CPI LEADER TALKS TO PRESS AFTER EXECUTIVE MEETING 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] Hyderabad, Aug. 1 (PTI)--Communist Party General Secretary C. Rajesh- 
wara Rao said here yesterday that while his party endorsed the fears expressed 
by the Prime Minister, regarding an ‘external threat, it disagreed with a view 
expressed by ‘certain quarters’ on the source of the threat and the measures 
to face it. 


Addressing a press conference at the end of a central executive meet of the 
CPI, Mr Rao said the real threat to the country's security came from the ‘mas- 
sive arming of Pakistan by the US imperialists and the Chinese leadership' and 
not from the Soviet Union as apprehended by some people. The Soviet Union he 
said, had been ‘our friend through thick and thin.' 


The external threat, required the urgent reversal of the country--'pro-capitalis- 
tic economic policies so that the working class was ‘content to meet the dangers.’ 


Both Mr Rao and Mr N. K. Krishnan, CEC member, who was present at the news 
conference, reacted strongly to the ordinance banning strikes in essential 
services. Mr Krishnan termed as a ‘big hoax the Government's move to ban 
lockout and lay offs along with strikes in essential services. 


Mr Rao conceded that an extraordinary situation prevailed in the country but 
said that this was the result of the Government's ‘faulty policies’ on the 
economic front. 


The document on national developments notes that a ‘dangerous situation’ was 
developing in the wake of conversion of Harijans to Islam in Tamilnadu. It 
warns the country against the communal forces that were utilising this for 
their ‘nefarious ends' and for whipping up communal passion. The main cause 
of conversion, it felt, was the social oppression and indignities heaped 
upon the Harijans. 


It urged the central and state Governments to take effective measures to help 
Harijans lead a life of dignity. 
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CPI DELEGATION HEAD SAYS NO MESSAGE FROM CPSU 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] 


cso: 


tion should convey a 
to the CPI leadership ooung it a 
support the policy of Mrs Gandhi 
and her Government. 


The leader of the delegation 
was the Orissa CPI leader, Mr 


andrum. Mr Bose nted 
the CPF central sdecetien com 
mi 


Mr Bose claimed that at an 
informal meeting with Mr R. 


4220/7478 
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Ulyanovsky. the Soviet Union's 
top India expert, on July 9. the 
CPT's t policy of Gghting 
for a ft democratic alternative 
at the national level to counter 
the policy of Mrs Gandhi had been 
fully supported. There was no 
doubt whatsoever that the CPI 
zeneral-secretary. Mr Rajeswara 
Rao. and other leaders enjoyed 
the full confidence of the CPSU 
and other sections of the inter- 
national Communist movement. 


The purpose of the delegation, 
Mr Bose added, «as to study how 
the CPSU conducted education of 
its ranks in Marxism-Leninism. As 
the delegation’s secretary. he had 
on his return drawn up a report 
which had been unanimously en 
dorsed by members of the dele- 
= and submitted to the cen- 
party secretariat. 
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CPI REPORTEDLY MAY SEEK UNDERSTANDING WITH GANDHI 


Calcutta THE STATISMAN in English 1 Aug 81 p 1 





[Text] NEW DELHI, July 31.—The leadership of the Com- the_2ext CPI congress in Varanasi 


a in M 
munist Party of India is planning to open a “dialogue” 1: ay stated in important CPt 
with Mrs Gandhi and offer its support to her Government why? Ay L state 
and have an “understanding” on a number of issues, ac- of the CPSU—was not itke ed y 
— to important knowledgeable Communist sources snd ale Ts “is bees oe. e 
ere. > 
Whether non-align peace. that “the CPI is a part of cen- 
cares for the TT's sup —— a Ff the CPI leadership tre of the world Communist move- 
has not asked for any—is another should openty attack the Bharatira ment and is reco as such ' 
ted 


w Janata as the “enemy num by Moscow where the rival CPI(M) 
mat Sange in the CPT's line of ber one” and identify it as repre- eons SE ens ee ome, ee 
opposing Gandhi occur, senting m treac- lege’”. More importantly. Mr 8 
despite the strident claim of the tlonary” force in Ird statement slighting the CPI’s con- 

y’s general secreta C. _ For the official leadership of the nexion with o~ 
Rajeowara Rao, in an interview to cet one ports - LL Rajesara 7 te gl of the 
Rao, n riedly CPSU, 

no a Wy t bed cows from » Central CPI ‘M) circles said they 


were not surprised over the change 
Glesqpeoves Se sn. in the CPI's Bhatinda Congress 
Mr at the CPI's lLne of covosing Mrs Gandhi. 
airs. There is a move The CPI(M) circles said that 


' who are secretaries of the nation. and t. It was also 
ment. The tion’s sagedt on council, the highest policy mak- pointed out that the CPI(M) now 
the outcome ing body—should not be in power would not have an ally to 
was last for pty FJ “o, Sey oe uty. with the CPI going 
Bre Coe ied op tae ake mei ematemandares mage ly the later ene, dud 

; at s ° organ, 
on oy ur ~- Apel 166, but was rejected by’ the People’s Democracy, the second 
Patnaik, was . leadership of the party tn editorial deals with the change in 

Larne oe GPa, ast Sears Letina wre aSsi Sort Phan, ae coh 
a 4 ip ot tho CPS of the emntee of the world Com of late by leaders of the on 
supporting Mrs Gandbi and ber ™unist movement in Moscow, the the progressive x of the 
Government. This is because she demand for a change in the central foreign policy of Indira Gov- 
and are “anti leadership of the CP] from the ernment and the exaggeration of 
mono anti-big te,” second rankers is expected dangers from the extreme “Right- 


bo 
So- assume strident momentum in reactionary” forces, reminiscent of 
supporseng Russia, and Ouing the course ef time, between now and the pre-Bhatinda congress period, 
States is making many raise questions as 
to where the is heading”. 
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ELECTION PANEL VERDICT ON CONGRESS PARTIES CHALLENGED 


ait 


: 


Fee samt 


7 
i E at ne ar 


26 


bags asaasag Aap" 
ae a i 
eT rote Mh : 
is! 
= 


radia 


4220/7475 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Aug 81 p 7 
ELHI, 
= Se 
of J 
the election 
U), bes" 
prone Court 


[Text] 
cso: 











SHEIKH INTERVIEWED ON GANDHI VISIT, STRIKE BAN 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] 


kes in the 

In an interview published to 
day in a leading local daily the 
Sheikh said that the ordinance 
would shortly be extended to 
Jammu and Kashmir too. He re- 
called that the State Govera- 
ment had already banned strikes 
in essential services recently 
The Sheikh described the mea 
sure as being “timely” and claim- 


ec that the promule?’ 1 of the 
ordinance had fulfilled an urgent 
need. He stressed that htere was 
“no scope for strikes in main- 
taining the pace of development 
and progress. 


Asked by the Interviewer if 
Prime Min:ster Indira Gandhi's 
recent ‘reconciliation’ with him 
was an indic3tion of a change in 
her attitude towards other no7- 
Congres:-I State Governments. 
especially these of West Benga! 
and Kerala, the Sheikh said 
“Theat is my hope. Imperatives 
of interntl and external problems 
facing the country demand gresa- 
ter cooperation and understarsi- 
Ing between the Centre and the 
Giates”, he emphasised. 


The Sheikh acknowledged tha‘ 
Mrs Gandhi's visit here last week 
had been “a very important factor 
in bringing about a pleasaxt 
change in the political atmos 
phere of the State”. He added that 


this development was natural and ~ 
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logical in the larger interests of 
the St2te as well as the country. 
The Sheikh claimed that 3, 
change in the atmosphere had 
imiicated this position and ex 
plained that he had always call 
ed for cessation of confrontation 
and hostility. 

The Chief Minister reiterated 
that there was no ideological 
conflict between the ruling Na 
tional Confer2nce and the CongL 
The Cong-I wants to come back 
into power but there are set 
norms for achieving this objec- 
tive, he asserted. He added that 
if the Cong-I sincerely wanted to 
serve the interests of the State 
then it should “join hands with 
the National Conference.” 

Asked if he was willing to 
concede the Opposition demand 
for reduction of life of the State 
Assembly from six to five years 
so that the next election could 
be held in 1982 instead of 1983, 
the Sheikh said that the circum 
stances which had necessitated 
an increase in the life span of 
the Assembly “during the emer 
gency period” “continued to be 
valid even today.” He cdded that 
huge expenses involved in hold 
ing elections also did not justl- 
fy a reduction in the life of the 
Assembly. 


However, he said in case the 
Assembly itself wanted to effect 
this charge it was free to do So. 
Asked about the ruling party's 
attitude in the matter, he said 
it would opt for the reduction 
cnly if it felt the meed for doing 
$0. 
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CONFERENCE ON INDO-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP TREATY REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 12 


[Text] Speakers at a round table conference on Saturday stressed that the 
Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty was an effective organ for promoting peace, 
security and stability in Asia and the world. 


When war clouds were menacingly darkening the international horizon with esca- 
lating tensions and renewed conflicts, the treaty had assumed paramou't signi- 
ficance, they added. 


Speaking at the conference organised in the Capital by the Soviet Land Magazine 
to mark the 10th anniversary of the Indo-Soviet Treaty for peace, friendship 
and cooperation, Soviet Ambassador Yuli M. Vorontsov said that the Soviet- 
Indian relations had withstood the “test of time and world events." 


The treaty, Mr Vorontsov said was a vivid embodiment of the dynamically devel- 
oping multifacted relations and traditional friendship between the two countries. 
Attempts to weaken the Indo-Soviet relations were a part of a ‘global strategy’ 
to impede the advancing tide of peace and progress, he added. 


Mr Vorontsov said that the treaty itself symbolised USSR's respect for India's 
policy of nonalignment, peace and disarmament. India's role in stabilising 
the troubled world situation today, he said, was held in high esteem in the 
Soviet Union. 


Danger to global peace, the USSR ambassador said emerged from relentless poli- 
cies pursued to escalate tension and to engineer conflict by infusion of lethal 
arms and weapons into various parts of the world. The spiralling arms race 
posed a grave threat to the very future of the mankind, he added. 


Referring to the increasing west's military presence in the Indian ocean and 
the Persian Gulf, Mr Vorontsov expressed concern. Shared mutually by India 

and the Soviet Union and added that USSR was steadfastly upholding the UN reso- 
lution to turn the Indian ocean a ‘zone of peace. ' 


All India Congress Committee-I general secretary Saty*narc,an Rao presided 
said that Indo-Soviet friendship and cooperation had been a unique example of 
the constructive relation between the two countries adhering different politi- 
cal social and economic systems. 
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Mr Rao said that the Treaty was a historic landmark adding a new dimension to 
the relationship. He said that the Soviet Union had always shown great under- 
Standing and appreciation of the foreign policy followed by India. 


The Indian people, Mr Rao said desired a greater cooperation with the Soviet 
Union in their fight for economic justice, for ending racialism and colonial- 
ism and for preserving world peace. 


CPI leader Hiren Mukherjee said that the treaty was a symbol of fundamental 
affinity between the two countries stemming out from national tradition. He 


said that Treaty was a cooperative endeavour to bring peace and stability in 
the crisis ridden world. 


Democratic Party president Chandrajit Yadav MP said the present international 
scenario was laden with clouds of war. He said that it was evident with the 
increasing militarisation of the Indian Ocean. 


Several other speakers also spoke on the occasion. 
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WIDENING RANGE OF INDO-SOVIET TIES DESCRIBED 
New Deli PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 12 


[Text] Minister of State for Industry Charanjit Chanana has said that techni- 
cal and economic cooperation between India and the Soviet Union has been in- 
tensive and abiding. 


In an interview to “Soviet Land,” Mr Chanana said that in the initial years of 
Soviet cooperation with India, assistance was in the nature of supply of plants 


and equipment. 


Presently, the context of cooperation has undergone a change and the thrust is 
on technological upgradation of Indian industry and a two-way econonic parti- 
cipation between the two countries. 


Mr Chanana said industrial cooperation between the two countries has extended 
over a wide range of industry, covering metallurgical, coal, mining, oil and 
gas production oil refining and machine building and pharmaceutical industries. 


He said important examp s of Indo-Sovi-t technical and economic cooperation 
include the establishmer.. of the insti’ ite for designing metallurgical enter- 
prises at Ranchi and the research an. velopment centre o* the Steel Authority 
of India. 


The collaboration h vvered che power sector involving the thermal 
plants at Neyvel‘, : Obra, Pathrathur, Hardugang and hydro power plants 

at Bamra, Mettur, FP’ r. ‘ Balmela, Lower Sileru. The Precision Instrument 
Plant at Kota, the ctt Slass Plant in Durgapur, the Surgical Instruments 
Plant in Madras wer ~ n in out of this cooperation, he added. 

About the Indo-Soviet i. .a* eace, Friendship and Cooperation, which would 
complete ten yeers this Dr Chanana said. "It is hoped that the occasion 
will serve to further stre.. . Indo-Soviet industrial and economic coopera- 
tion.” 
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MINISTER ALLEGES CONSPIRACY BEHIND HYDERABAD RIOTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] Hyderabad, July 29--After touring the areas affected by the recent 
communal clashes in the old city of Hyderabad, the Union Home Minister, Mr Zail 
Singh, told pressmen today that the disturbances were the result of a conspiracy 
to discredit the Government, a view earlier expressed by the Chief Minister, 

Mr T. Anjiah. 


The Union Minister said some of the victims told him that they were attacked 
by masked men. 


The miscreants were having resources, and “a man sitting in Hyderabad can or- 
ganise incidents in places like Aligarh and Allahabad," Mr Zail Singh said. 


Foreign hand: Asked if he suspected a "foreign hand," Mr Zail Singh said this 
was "a sensitive question. I won't say either it is there or it is not. There 
may not be foreigners behind these incidents, but there can be agents of 
foreigners acting here." 


Conversions: He did not think that the incidents were a reaction to the re- 
cent conversion of Harijans to Islam at Meenakshipuram in Tamil Nadu. 


"Mass conversions are not good for any religion." He saw two reasons for these 
conversions. One was the grievances the poorer sections harboured against the 
upper castes and the second was allurements to get converted. 


If there were any atrocities against the Harijans and other poor people, then 
the Government should ensure that such harassment did not take place. 


The Government was against forcible conversions and there was no objection to 

a voluntary change of religion. To escape the bigamy law, some persons embraced 
Islam, and in a year roughly 200 to 300 persons changed their religion in this 
manner but this would not help the religion as such. 


Mr Zail Singh said the Chief Minister and the administration had dealt with 
the communal clashes with courage and foresight. He noted that the Centre had 
given adequate forces to the State to control the situation. 


Once bitterness was created, it took time to control the situation and he was 
happy that the position improved within a very short time. 
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He said two or three responsible persons had told him that one man was seen 
stabbing people belonging to both communities. The assailant asked for the 
name of the victim and if he belonged to another community he was stabbed. 
But some victims told him that they did not know who had stabbed then. 


No confirmation: About the conspiracy, he referred to, Mr Zail Singh said: 
"We have reports, but there is no confirmation. Till we get such confirma- 
tion nothing can be said on this issue." 


Asked whether he suspected a conspiracy between the miscreants in Hyderabad 
and Aligarh and other places, he said the matter was under investigation. 


"This is a conspiracy to denigrate the Government, not only here and at the 
Centre but the country as a whole," he said. 


Mr Zail Singh sought the cooperation of all sections of people in containing 
communal disturbances. 


Earlier Mr Zail Singh arrived from Delhi, accompanied by the Union Minister 
of State for Commerce, Mr Khurshid Alam Khan, and the Union Minister of State 
for Home, Mr P. Venkatasubbiah. 


He visited the Golconda, Tappachabutra and Puranapul Bharkas areas, talked to 


some people on the wayside standing with representations, and offered floral 
greetings at the Dargas in Nampalli and the Hanuman mandir in Khairatabad. 
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BJP SECRETARY COMMENTS ON STATE ELECTION PLANS 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4220/7478 


CHANDIGARH, - Aug. 


1.—The Bharatiya Janata 


Party will go it alone in the Assembly elections in Hima- 
chal Pradesh and contest all the Assembly seats. No final 
decision in this regard has, however, been taken in case 
of Haryana where the party has kept its options open. If 
it has to fight the Haryana elections on its own, it will put 


up 50 to 60 candidates. 


pene this here today, Mr 
Krishan Lal Sharma, the secretary 
of the allIndla Bharatiya Janata 
Party, said that the views of the 
State units of the party would in- 
fluence the central —— in 
taking decisions on electo ar 
rangements with other Opposition 

rties in the Assembly elections. 

e BJP was prepared to work 
ointly with other parties on speci 
c issues like electoral reforms 
and the Ordinance banning strikes 
and should also consider electora 
understandings, depending on loca] 
conditions. But he ruled out a 
merger with any other party. He 
said that his party men in Haryana 
were not In favour of electoral 
talks with the Janata Party be- 
cause of the remarks the leaders 
of that party had made about the 
BJP. There had been no offictal 
taiks. in any case, between the 
_— parties in Haryana. he 
sa . 
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Mr Sharma expressed surprise 
that there had been some reports 
in the Press on mid-term poils to 
the Assemblies in Andbra Pradesh 
and Karnataka. He had also heard 
that Mrs Gandhi had persuaded 
Sheikh Abdullah to have early 
elections in the Jammy and Kash- 
mir. Such things gave rise to the 
fears that there might be snap 
elections in several States. He 
described thig as a “diversionary 
tactic” by Mrs Gandhi. He, how- 
ever, admitted that his party 
would welcome elections. 

tive in 


Our od 

New De adds: The Election 
Commission yesterday flatly denied 
a report in the Section of the 
Press that the centre bad sought 
the Commission's —— on hold- 
ing mid-term elections in Karna 
taka and Andhra Pradesh early 
next year, when Haryana, Hima- 
chal desh and West Bengal go 
to the polls. 
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BENGAL CONGRESS-U TO KEEP IDENTITY INTACT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Calcutta, Aug. 1. State Cong- president Priya Ranjan Das Mushi told 
newsmen yesterday that whatever be the judgment of the Supreme Court to the 
appeal filed by his party against the decision of the Election Commission 
acknowledging the Cong-I as the real Congress, the state unit had unanimously 
resolved to keep the party's identity intact. 


The announcement was made after a meeting of all the district committees and 
front organisations held at the PCC-U office. 


The State party also criticised the promulgation of the ordinance imposing ban 
on strikes. 


According to reports received by the State unit, a few Cong-U leaders were 
likely to try to hold a convention purporting of the party in Delhi around 
five August in an attempt to split Cong-U while some of these elements would 
like to build bridges with the Cong-I, others may attempt to come closer to 
even the BJP. The State party wants any such move to be dealt with firmly, 
however, big the names behind such moves may be. 


While Mr Das Munshi refused to either confirm or deny the above report, the 
State unit officially expressed its strong dissatisfaction at the non- 
functioning of the central leadership. Mr Das Munshi accompanied by a general 
secretary is leaving for Delhi tonight to find out the situation at the central 
level. 
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PARLEY TO DISCUSS U.S. PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Bangalore, Aug 1. (PTI)--An international conference, of youth and 
students is being convened at Trivandrum on 28 August, by the All-India Stu- 
dents Federation to focus attention of the increaing US military presence in 
the Indian Ocean and to demand its vacation. 


Federation's general secretary, Mrs Amarjeet Kaur said former Kerala, Chief 
Minister Vasudevan Nair, would be the chairman of the reception committee. 
Over 1,000 delegates from about 50 countries were expected to attend the three- 
day conference told pressmen here today. 


Mrs Kaur said academicians, scientists and writers besides some stalwarts of 
the film world like Satyajit Ray and Shyam Benegal were expected at the con- 
ference. 


Mrs Kaur said the AISF had decided to organise a week-long programme from 

8 August as part of its 45th anniversary celebrations. The highlight of this 
programme would be mobilisation of students for the country's security, 
sovereignty and independence and for peace in the region. It would also focus, 
attention on the arms build-up in Pakistan and the Indian Ocean area around 
the country by the US ‘imperialists,’ he said. 


The AISF would organise, sometime in October, a ten-day educational seminar 


to formulate a modern educational system and the Government on its part should 
undertake a similar exercise, Mrs Kaur said. 
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LOK DAL LEADER URGES REVIVAL OF JANATA PARTY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 4 
[Text] Patna, Aug. 1--Lok Dal leader Karpoori Thakur today advocated merger 


of all parties including the BJP which had united in 1977 to form Janata Party 
after ‘evolving a clear cut political, economic and social programme.' 





Addressing a press conference here today he said on this issue he had talks 
with his party leaders Charan Singh and Madhu Limaye and also Cong-U president 
Devraj Urs but ‘nothing concrete has emerged as yet.' 


When asked about the future of the new party after merger Mr Thakur said ‘only 
future will show." 


He, however, said that the socio-economic programme advocated and followed by 
Mahatma Gandhi, Dr Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan and Choudhary Charan Singh could 
be the most suitable base to be followed by the new party. 


Mr Thakur also informed that he has in a letter to the Chief Minister demanded 
an enquiry into the ‘rape seed oil scandal’ with a view to bringing out the 
facts and remove the blemishes with his (Mr Thakur's) name. 


The letter was sent to the Chief Minister on 21 April. Releasing the copy of 
the letter to the press, Mr Thakur said that he wanted to refute the charges 
levelled against him for his alleged involvement in the rape seed oil scandal. 
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PTI QUOTES DEFENSE EXPERTS ON PAKISTANI STRENGTH 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 14 


[Text] New Delhi, August 2 (PTI)--Pakistan is reported to have more than 
doubled its infantry and artillery strength during the last ten years. 


According to defence experts, Pakistan had three corps in 1972 which had been 
gradually increased to eight till May, 1981. 


Lt Gen A. M. Vohra, former vice-chief of army staff, in a television programme 
recently said Pakistan was further strengthening its arsenals with latest wea- 
pons from America and increasing its manpower with a rapid programme for re- 
cruitment and training. Pakistan, which had only ten infantry and mountain 
divisions in 1972, has now an effective strength of nearly 24 divisions. 


Gen. Vohra and Prof. K. Subramaniam, director of the Institute of Defence Stu- 
dies and Analysis were of the opinion that the F-16 fighter-bombers and M-60 
American tanks would certainly give Pakistan a “qualitative and quantum" jump 
over India. 


Arms Race 


The arms supply to Pakistan by a super power, the experts felt, would inevit- 
ably result in an arms race between the two countries. 


If Pakistan continued to obtain arms in this manner, India would be compelled 
to match its strength in the western sector, they felt. 


Pakistan increased its corps strength from three to eight, while India raised 
its corps strength from five to eight in the last ten years. 


Pakistan has received 60 tanks, about 60 helicopters, a large number of 
armoured personnel carriers (APCS), two missiles and surface-to-air missiles 
(SAMS) from the United States under its three-billion-dollar military aid pro- 
gramme. All these are besides the F-16 fighter-planes. 


Moscow: Pakistan's shopping list of “urgent requirements" of military equip- 
ment includes over 800 modern tanks and armoured personnel carriers, about 
250 planes and helicopters, 40 ships, including 30 destroyers and submarines, 
anti-aircraft and anti-tank missiles, artillery pieces and other military 
equipment. 
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All this is in addition to the 30 to 40 F-16 fighters for which Saudi Arabia 
will pay, reports APN quoting "IZVESTIA." 


Describing Pakistan's “appetite” as “truly enormous," the agency says that at 
closed-door US-Pakistani talks in Washington during the visit of General 
Rahim, Pakistan asked for 1,000 Leopard-2 tanks, 1,000 personnel carriers, 
1,000 long-range guns, 200 F-16 bombers, 300 Volcano anti-aircraft batteries, 


four Angusta submarines and other equipment for a total sum of about 9 bil- 
lion. 
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OFFICIALS CONFIRM ESCAPE OF MIZO ARMY COMMANDER 





Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 1 
[Article by Kirit Bhaumik] 


[Text] Aizawl, August 2--The hard core, stubborn and uncompromising Mizo 
national army commander, Lalrawna, has slipped out across the international 
border to the so-called "headquarters" of the MHF in the neighbouring country 
to the south-west of Mizoram carrying with him a bag containing about Rs 6 
lakhs. 


This report, confirmed by high official sources here is causing considerable 
concern and brings out clearly the dangers lying ahead. A high police offi- 
cial has described the situation as "grim." 


The cash carried by Lalrawna is only a part of the collection made by the MHF 
and its front organisation. Mizo Zirlai Pawl (Mizo students’ association), 
through levy of taxes" and extortion of donations. 


The drive has of late been intensified, indicating that these two organisations 
are trying to make the best of the available time in preparing for a confron- 
tation. 


The time has been provided by the prolonged negotiations continuing in New 
Delhi for finding a peaceful solution to the Mizo problem and the cease-fire 
after the agreement in July last year. 


The intensified fund collection drive was in fact the root cause of the recent 
trouble in Aizawl when the police had to us* teargas to disperse an angry 
crowd of teenage students gathered in front of the police station. 


The MZP is cleverly using the issue of Mizos and non-Mizos to whip up emotions 
and mobilise students along the lines designed to serve the cause of MNF. 
Beginning with a protest against the grant of an unfilled reserved seat in an 
agricultural college to a non-Mizo official's son, the MZP has moved on to 
demanding resignation of the chief minister, Brig T. Sailo. 


MZP, originally a non-political students’ welfare organisation, has now com- 
mitted itself to the extremist political objectives of MHF. In a memorandum 
submitted to the Prime Minister recently, it said that it would not be deterred 
from resorting to violence if it was "compelled to do so to safeguard the 
rights and national dignity" of the Mizos. 
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The collection of funds cannot be stopped. The administration is helpless. 
The 500-odd pieces of arms with the MHF activists is the one single factor 
which prevents any steps being taken to bring it to an end. 


The victims do not report to the authorities for fear of the consequences. 
The non-Mizos, who are the special targets of the fund collection drive, still 
have fresh on their minds the killings of helpless, innocent people in 1979. 


"Tax" Collection 


Earlier, “tax" collection was more or less limited to the villages in the form 
of contributions for the sustenance of the MNF personnel. Now, it has been 
brought in a big way to the urban areas where the bulk of the non-Mizos reside. 
It is being done through the instrumentality of MZP with the armed MHF men in 
the background. 


The amount of “donation” extorted from an individual ranges up to Rs 1,000 at 
a time. The collection is made periodically, Government officials and employ- 
ees of other concerns have to make a monthly contribution according to salary. 


These underground groups are holding out only in response to an appeal by 
Mr Laldenga who is now conducting the peace talks with the Union government. 





According to official sources, the hard core insurgents are already taking 
steps to recoup their likely depletion of strength. They are said to have 
issued “orders” to those who have earlier come overground to return to their 
hideouts. It is also reported, and confirmed by official sources, that a new 
group of students is being recruited for training at the underground “military 
training school." 


Top police officials here consider the present situation to be graver than at 
any time because of the fact that the character of the insurgents has under- 
gone a change. A senior non-Mizo civilian official told this correspondent that 
in the olden days when he travelled through the jungles of Mizoram without any 
security arrangement, he was not touched by the insurgents because he was 
unarmed. 


In 1979, however, several non-Mizo innocent men, women and children were 
mercilessly killed for no reason at all. The MNF movement is increasingly 
taking on a terroristic character. 


Politicians are concerned over the time being given to the hard core insurgents 
to strengthen themselves through collection of money and new recruitments by 
the prolonged negotiations in New Delhi. They want a settlement to be arrived 
at without any delay. 


According to them, the possession of arms by the insurgents is the key factor. 
As long as they have the arms, there will be no peace in this strife-torn 
state and the administration will remain ineffective in providing security 

to the citizens. There can also be no free and fair elections under these 
conditions. 
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STATES’ OVERDRAFTS REACH ‘STAGGERING FIGURE’ 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] The Centre has failed to discipline the States in the matter of 
overdrafts and ways and means drawals, which has reached to the staggering 
figure of about Rs 1,000 crores by the end of June. 


Though Finance Minister R. Venkataraman has started discussions with the 
Finance Ministers of the erring States, the Centre has found it difficult to 
remedy the situation. 


He has already completed discussion with Finance Ministers of Punjab, Haryana 
and Kerala to find out ways to clear up the overdrafts on the Reserve Bank of 
India. 


In all there are 12 States which have run into overdrafts. They are Karnataka, 
Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Tripura, West Bengal and Manipur. 


The reason for huge overdrafts by the States is attributed to their failure to 
raise resources necessary for the Plan. The Centre is putting pressure on the 
States by threatening to cut their plans if they failed to mobilise resources 
and clear the overdrafts. 


However, in relation to one or the erring States, West Bengal, the Centre is 
in tight position as it is not able to specify the amount of overdraft of the 
State on the RBI due to agitation. 


The RBI had failed to furnish the State Government with the usual daily account 
of the balance of payments since 27 June. 


West Bengal Finance Minister Ashok Mitra has said that the State Government 
had no idea as to how much is the overdraft the State Bank account was as the 
RBI had been unable to compile the debit and credit balance of the State 
exchequer. 


The Centre, which always promptly repudiates all such matters raised by the 
West Bengal Government, has failed to clarify the situation. However, Mr 
Venkataraman would go ahead with other States and impress upon them the need 
to clear overdrafts as also to raise resources. For the time being, the 
Centre has to put up with this staggering amount of overdraft. However, there 
is no question of their being written off, official sources said. 
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GOVERNMENT PLANNING FURTHER ECONOMIC MEASURES 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p l 
[Article by G. K. Reddy: "Crackdown on Economic Offenders Soon") 


[Text] New Delhi, July 29--The adverse reaction in the country to the sweep- 
ing powers the Government has assumed to ban strikes in essential services is 
impelling the Government to come forward quickly with matching measures to dis- 
cipline the big business with threats of deterrent punishment for economi: 
offences. 


The Ministries concerned, which have been stung by the harsh criticism, are 
working hard on an impressive list of follow-up measures to curb hoarding and 
profiteering, prevent artificial scarcities, improve public distribution, 
tighten money supply, stop misuse of bank credits, step up tax collections and 
penalise those engaging in various economic malpractices. 


The long over-due crackdown on the big hoarders and black money operators is 
expected to coincide with the next session of Parliament opening on August 17 
to demonstrate the Government's resolve to enforce better standards of behaviour 
at all levels of society. 


The highly embarrassing chorus of support the Government has been receiving from 
the big employers’ organisations for banning strikes had made it all the more 
imperative for the Prime Minister and her colleagues to display equal determi- 
nation in taking timely steps to pre-empt the threatened protest demonstrations 
by the trade unions on the opening day of Parliament session. 


The Government is trying to steal the thunder from the expected Opposition on- 
slaughts by unfolding the rest of its economic package, before the introduction 
of the necessary bills to replace the recent ordinances. 


It is basically a question of displaying enough political ige in dealing 
firmly with various categories of vested interests which continue to thrive in 
an economy of allround shortages and high prices. 


The Prime Minister has been told by her advisers that the mere fact that the 
Government is bent on asserting its authority will have a salutary effect in 
creating a psychology of retribution. 
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The secret of success in a situation of this kind lies in combining punitive 
measures with positive incentives for making the economy work better in an 
atmosphere of shared sacrifices with no pockets of privilege thriving on the 
miseries of the people. 


There is also a growing realisation that a Government cannot be run effectively 
only with regulatory measures unless there are men of ability and integrity 
at the helm of various Ministries to provide higher direction. 


It has made the Prime Minister increasingly conscious of the inadequacies of 
her present team leading in turn to the conviction that it will be too late 
to think of corrective action if no steps are taken immediately to put more 
competent men in key positions to run the country's economic administration. 


But nobody is close enough to Mrs Gandhi these days to get a clear insight of 
her own thinking on what could or should be done to improve the quality of her 
Government. 


The earlier practice of attaching greater importance to loyalty than ability 
has now been more or less given up and the current emphasis is on finding peo- 
ple with a combination of both these attributes who can be depended upon to 
carry out the policies of the party and the Government. 


CSO: 4220/7449 


43 











INDIA 


PAKISTANI REPORT ON PLANNED RAID DENIED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, July 29--India today described as “mischievous and patently 
ridiculous” Pakistani newspaper reports alleging thet India hai consulted Israel 
for planning air raids on Pakistani nuclear installations. 


A spokesman of the external affairs ministry said today that a London date- 
lined story issued by a Pakistani news agency had been given wide publicity in 
several Pakistani newspapers. 


"It is regrettable that the Pakistani press has chosen to give currency to such 
a fantastic, tendentious and utterly baseless report, the spokesman said. 


The report said the Indian military establishment had been in touch with their 
Israeli counterpart to get details of the Israeli raid on Iraqi nuclear facili- 
ties. 


The spokesman recalled the government of India‘s condemnation of Israel's action 
as “stark adventurism and blatant act of intervention and aggression.” In the 
light of this, the spokesman questioned the motivation behind the report in 
Pakistani papers. 


Meanwhile, India’s «ambassador to Pakistan, Mr Natwar Singh, met the Prime Vin- 
ister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, today. He informed her of the developments in 
Pakistan. 


Mr Natwar Singh had recently met the Pakistan foreign minister, Mr Aga Shahi. 
Mr Shahi's use of the phrase “hegemony” in the context to India recently 


caused considerable dismay in India and the matter was taken up at the high- 
est level. 
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BENGAL CABINET OPPOSES ESSENTIAL SERVICES ORDINANCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 81 p 3 


[Excerpt] [Calcutta, July 29--While recording its "grave concern" about the 
promulgation of the ordinance banning strikes in essential services, the West 
Bengal cabinet, in the course of a formal resolution at its meeting yesterday, 
urged the Central government to withdraw "this anti-working class" measure and 
to convene a conference of trade unions, mass organisai ons, political parties 
and state governments to “decide on the steps to be taken in the present diffi- 
cult economic situation." 


Being a government resolution--the text of which was released--it avoids the use 
of hard expressions, but does not hide the general sentiments. It does not use 
any expression like "opposition" to the ordinance. But ministerial sources say 
that active opposition on a political level is being built up through a “massive 
campaign" to be launched by the left front in which it might be possible to draw 
all the left and democratic forces in course of time. 


Cabinet Resolution 


The cabinet resolution begins with a reference to the broad provisions of the 
ordinance, making a pointed reference to the scope of a strike as defined under 
it cover "any form of cessationor substantial retardation of work, including 
refusal to work overtime." The government's decision, it says, constitutes "a 
grave attack on the rights and privileges of the workers and employees of Cen- 


tral government services and undertakings." 


It is "a direct onslaught on the basis of trade union rights and such provi- 
sions as a summary trial militate against all principles of democracy. It is 
apprehended that the scope of the ban may be extended to other services and 
public undertakings as well." The resolution also notes that the ordinance has 
come “in the context of an ever-deepening economic crisis resulting from the 
policies pursued by the Centre. It is designed to suppress the growing unrest 
among all sections of workers and employees at a time when the common people 
are being burdened more with rising prices and unemployment." 


Copies of the resolution are to be sent to the President, Mr Sanjiva Reddy, 
and the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi. 


CSO: 4220/7446 


45 











INDIA 


URS THREATENS ACTION AGAINST CONGRESS-U DISSIDENTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Bangalore, August 2. The Congress(U), whose leadership Mr D. Devaraj 
Urs assumed after he broke his ties with Mrs Indira Gandhi, is on the verge of 
disintegration. But Mr Urs today threatened disciplinary action against those 
organising aparallel organisation. 


The situation facing the Congress(U) is admittedly bleak. Its derecognition 

by the Election Commission has been followed by its accounts being frozen by 

the Reserve Bank. On top of all this comes the move by Mr Shyam Dhar Mishra, 
recently barred by the party's working committee from any party position be- 

cause he is involved in a criminal case, and his followers to form a parallel 
party, probably under the presidentship of Mr Jagjivan Ram. 


Mr Urs said the meeting convened in Delhi on August 5 by the promoters of the 
parallel Congress(U) was unconstitutional and unauthorised. Any grievance 
could have been discussed in various forms, including the working committee, 
he said. 


Mr Urs also termed the forcible occupation of Congress(U) offices in some 
places by Congress(I) workers as illegal and unconstitutional. By allowing 
her partymen to indulge in such undesirable and uncivilised activities, Mrs 
Gandhi had lost her right to condemn violence and agitations. The honourable 
course for the Congress was to file a civil suit to claim the property of the 
Congress(U). 


Mr Urs described as funny and ridiculous the decision of the Reserve Bank to 
freeze the accounts of the Congress(U) since there were no Congress(U) funds 
anywhere except in a few places. 


New Delhi (PTI): Even as a faction in thc Congress(U) supporting Mr Jagjivan 
Ram was planning an "AICC(U) meeting" here on August 5 to change the leader- 
ship of the party, an "informal" meeting of some working committee members 
and party MPs here on Sunday urged Mr Urs to take "strong action against 

this faction of splitters." 


The "informal" meeting, attended by 17 CWC(U) members and MPs and four general 
secretaries, urged Mr Urs, who is arriving here on Monday, to call a working 
committee meeting at the earliest to decide on a schedule for organisational 
elections and an AICC session. 
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The working committee is expected to meet in the next few days. 


The faction opposed to Mr Urs includes Mr Shyam Dhar Mishra and Mr S. R. Saigal, 
who had been removed as presidents of the UPCC(U) and the MPCC(U) by the working 
committee at its meeting in Bangalore on July 12. 


This decision has been described as "illegal" by Mr Jagjivan Ram, who has indi- 
cated that he might attend the August 5 "AICC meeting" here. 


According to present indications, Mr Jagjivan Ram may be elected president of 
the party at this meeting and he may head a "parallel" Congress(U). 


Mrs Ambika Soni, one of the AICC(U) general secretaries who briefed the press 
about Sunday's "informal" meeting, referred to Mr Ram's contention that the 
Bangalore working committee decision was "illegal" as it was only an “informal” 
meeting and said the meeting was very much "formal." "Its decision had gone 
into the minutes of that meeting," she added. 


Ban in Mysore 


Mysore (UNI): The police on Sunday promulgated prohibitory orders under 
section 144 in the area surrounding the Congress(U) office here for eight days 
following Saturday night's attempts by Youth Congress(I) members to forcibly 
occupy the premises. 


Thirteen Youth Congress(I) workers were arrested in connection with the incident 
and later released on bail. The office is being guarded by the police since 
Saturday night. 


The Youth Congress(I1) workers had claimed on Saturday that the office belonged 
to their party in the light of the Election Commissioner's verdict that the 
Congress(I) was the real Congress. The members also held a meeting inside the 
office. 


Meanwhile, Congress(U) sources told UNI on Sunday that the attempt to occupy 
the office was a futile one. The premises was a trust property headed by the 
Congress(U) president, Mr Devaraj Urs, and "we are only tenants," the source 
said. 
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SURVEY TO COMPILE NEW CONSUMER PRICE INDEX BEGINS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 20 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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NEW DELHI, August 2 (PTT). 


Wy/Casens engaged in railways, 
mor transport undertakings, 
clectricity generation and distrbs- 
uon establishments and ports and 
docks have been brought under the 
purview of a fresh nation-wide 
survey 0 complic a oew ‘series Of 
consumer price index numbers for 
industrial workers with |980-81 45 
the base. 

Only workers in factories, mines and 
plantations were covered in two simi 
lat previous surveys conducied in 1959 
and i971. 


For the first time. a computer bas 
been pressed inlo seTYKe © process 
complex technical and other data being 
collected to ascertain the shifting pal- 
tern of family living and budget 
wdustnal workers from 76 important 
centres 19 the country 

Based on this inquiry launched late 
last year into the working class family 
‘pcome and capenditure, the aew ail- 
India comsumer price index, according 
to a spokesman of the union jabour 
minusiry here, wll be ready by the 
end of 1983. 

This will replace the existing senes 
ef consumer price index for indusitul 
workers wih 1960 as the base in vogue 
since 1971. 

The iresh working class family bud- 
get survey has been launched m 76 
selected centres in the country m keep 
ne with the récommendations cf the 
Internat.onal Labour Organmsavon 
(ILO) that the family living survey be 
conducted at mtervals genctailv cf not 
more than ten years to revse the Base. 

While the series of indices for 70 
of wbeswe ceotres wil] g& to vield af 
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all-India average iwdex, which will re 
Dlace the existing all-India semes with 
base 1960-100, the index series of the 
remauming six centres will replace, cor- 
responding series being mintained by 
labour bureau with dulerem base 
penods. 

Of the 10 centres included im the 
all-India series, there are 54 factories, 
seven mumings and nine plantation 
centres. 

Only SO important industrial centre 
were covered during the 1959 = survey 
and GO in the 1971 survev. 

Under the current survey. consumer 
expenduure data of industria] workers 
will be coljected to vield an uptodate 
weighing dcgram. Currently, collec- 
tion of pnces on the bans of an up 
dated lis of items from workers, 
shops, selected aircsh for the purpose 
will provide price data relevant to the 
jate®x CONSUMPLiON pattern, 

Index, based on the data so collect- 
ed, according to official sources, is ex- 
pected to reflect the changes in the 
level of Comsurmer prices more faith- 
fully than the existing series with 
base 1960-100 

The technical details of the 1981 sur- 
vey as also the list of 76 centres select- 
ed for the survey, have the approval 
of the technical advisory commiitee on 
swnsucs of prices and cost of -iving. 
department of statstics of the Central 
governmeat. 

Wile the collection of price date 
will be carried out by the state gov- 
ernment emplovees engaged OD part- 
ume basis by labour bureau, the field 
work of the famuly living survey 
would be conducted by Ube staustics 
department which bed earher conduct- 
ed similar surveys for the labowr bur- 
eau in 1958-59 end 1971. 
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FLOOD OF PROBLEMS FACED BY NEW RAJASTHAN GOVERNMENT 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 8l p 5 


[Text] 
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JAIPUR, August 2 (PTI). 


GIGANTIC task of reconstruc- 

tion now lies before the newly- 
installed Mathur munisiry in Ra- 
jasthan, which is Dit by the ccen- 
tury s worst rain havoc. 

The ocew chief moister, Mr. Sbiv 
Charan Mathur, tock the oath of 
office on July 14 and continuous 
rains for fowr davs since July 17 
caused) deluge and destruction w 
many parts of the state. 

The rains, coming after three years 
of drought, brousht io its trad 
destrucuon, washing away at least 
a dozen villages completely and flood- 
jog bundreds of other areas. 

The most formidsble task facing 
the government is the reconstrucuon 
of the Jaipur city — which bore 
the brut of havoc in which, apart 
from roads and twildings. over a 
dozen 4 colonies in low-laying arees 
have been wiped owt rendering about 
a lakh of people s>elteriess. 

While the state government is busy 


Though no estimate of the damage 
availadle, unofficial estimates 

put the loss at nearty Rs. 200 crores. 
ain and the flood fury dem- 


ofBcial and civilian properues. 
yet 
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azed fully ro partially £3,000 houses, 
affective 75.000 f-milies washed 
away 15.000 heads of catle. and 
destroyed standing crocs in shout 2 
lakh hectares in the cffected districts. 
The official death roll is reckoned at 
between 150 and 200. 

Officials are row busy oreparina 
blue-prints for Jaipur city’s recon- 
struction. The immediate task will 
be to rehabilitate the flood victimn« 
now being kept im various relict 
carmns. 

The state government has decided 
to offer these people not only alter- 
nate sites on high !-nds but also put 
up tenenments according to the size 
of the familv. 

The chief minsicr’s relief fund. 
which has already swe'led into severai 
lakhs of Rupees, wii be utilised for 
flood relief, besides loans from oiber 
financial institutions 

Mr. Sciram Gotewsla. minister of 
state for local self-covermment. told 
PTI that instead of offering cash 
doles to the Mood-af'ected people, the 
government would o*ter them ready- 
made terements on heh lands so that 
they did not face ruch problem in 
furvre. 

He said the gove-mment was also 
planning ‘© reconstruct the city’s 
drainage system to siphon off ac- 
cumulated rain water. 
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TRIPURA TRIBAL POLL EXPECTED BY END OF YEAR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text } 





AGARTALA, July 78: While no 
schedule bas been ennmcunced so far, 
indications are that elections to ‘he 
coofroversial tntal areas autcnomout 
distinct council in Tripura will be beld 
by tbe end of the year 


The election was originally schedul- 
ed for July last year, but it had to 
be posiponed following widespread 
clashes beiwoes tribals and soa-iribals 
in the swte. 

There has been « marked improve- 
men in the law and order situation 
aud normal re’ations between the two 
commumiules aave been largely restor- 
ed since the violent clashes in June 
last year. All the same, mutual susp- 
clon between tribais and non-irbals 
perutts. Extremists are stull active in 
certain areas. It is in this context that 
some citcles fear that elections to the 
district council may spark fresh vio- 
lence. 


The autonomous district council has 
become a bone of contention between 


the two communities. The tribals feel 
it will considerably mmprove their lot. 
The son-tribals, a majority of whom 
had migrated from the erstwhile East 
Pekistan, afc apprehensive that the 
creation of the autonomous districi 
council might lead to their eviction. 


The Congress (1, which did not 
reconcile itself to the status of an 
Opposition party, decided to oppose 
the autonomous district council con- 
cept. Its campaign against the move 
was hardly distinguishable from that 
of the Amra Bangali, a chauvinistic 
Organisation. 


Mesowhile, the chief minister. Mr. 
Nripen Chakraborty, has put up his 
government's cate before the Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and 
sought her support in the interests of 
Stability in the state. He has also 
pleaded with her to restrain her party 
workers in Tripura from taking acy 
step which might hinder the process 
of normalisauon. 
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POLITICIANS URGE MORE STAFF FOR ELECTION PANEL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] 


CSO: 


NEW DELHI. Ielvy 728: Several 
speakers. including Mr. H. N. Bahu- 
guna, Mr. R. K. Hegde, Mr. Muri 
Manohar Joshi ond Mr. Rabi Ray 
yesterday pleaded for the sireagihcawsg 
of the clection commission by provid- 
ing it with more staff so tbat it coud 
conduc: eechons wndependeutly aad 
fairly. 

Speakicg on “Lessons from tbe re- 
cent by-election for cicctoral norms 
and reforms,” Mr. Rabuguna felt that 
the map weakness of the elcc- 


the election commission shared its 
power im conducting elecnons, per- 
torce, with the executive wing of tne 
government. Even if the eciection com- 
mission wished to inquire mito & com- 
pisint, it had to refer the case to the 
polling officers who were prmarily 
government servent:. 

Often, even efter the election 70t- 
feation was issued, officers ic power 
were transferred to bring ia those fav- 
ouring ibe raling party. Mr. Bahu- 
guna, therefore, appealed for suffici- 
ent staff for the eiecuon commissios 
to conduct elections on its own. 

Mr. M. M. Josh: (BJP) also spcke 
of the need for ar independent satus 
for commission as well as the 
comm:®ioper. He should be equiva- 
lent in power and status vo the chief 
~ of the supreme cocrt, he add- 

Speakers also stressed tbe seed io 
curtail the mounting expenditure oo 
elecuons. They said money continued 
to be paid under the table to polu- 
cal parues, putting large amouns of 
black money into circulation. All this 
added ‘o the difficulty in conducting 
elect-ons. ; 

Mr. Joshi said that at every a 
sembly and parliamentary election, a 
candidate spent *' least Ra. | to Ra. 
S lakhs. Candidates of the ruling 
party spent five times a3 much money. 

MONTY POWER 

Mr. R. K. Hegde pleaded for siop- 
ping We play of mouty power ia clec- 
noms. At & fectat pamhays! samt 
clecton, he sand, a candidate cad 
spent a lakh of rupees. 
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There were two opmions co who 
should fund the candidates fighting 
en clection. While ore of ‘the spcak- 
ers sand the capenditure should oe 
controlled by the elecuon commission, 
another wanted the states w fund the 
candidates. 

One posiuve way of curbing elec- 
“On expenses was by lumung the 
ume for canvassing to two weeks. 


papers cobld 
be avoided by the use of an electro. 
mc voung machine. Another sugges- 
"OG Was issuing identity cards for all 
voters. 
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CPI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ADOPTS POLITICAL DOCUMENT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] 


cSo: 
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HYDERABAD, Aug 2. 
THE Communist Party of India will, here after, lay greater 
emphasis on mass actions, thus relegating “parliamenta- 
rianism” to a secondary position. : 

It will also play an indepen- nopoly policies of Mrs Gandhi's 
dent role instead of depending Government alone would provide 
on other parties on both political the opportunity for rallying 
and economic issues.. round left and democratic parties 

The four-day session of the amd forces to fight both the 
central executive committee of ‘authoritarianism of Mrs Gandhi 
the party which concluded 2 and pro-imperialist, reactionary 
Kee pe —— o nnay <j ani communal BJP’. 

ica! docum on nation 
and international situation which mk -y- a =n 
will be placed before the natio not any more yield dividends. 
nal council for its consideration. On the other hand. the CPI felt, 
The council meeting is scheduled by macs mobilisation alone vacil- 
to be held in Delhi 24 t0 27 Jations of Mrs Gandhi on foreign 


of August. 
The executive committee hari policy could be prevented. 


» detailed discussion on the ‘real Jt also differed with the CPM 
threat to security and sovereign- 0" the question of separating the 
ty of the country’ due to the Sght against authoritarianism and 
massive arming of Pakistan by 2Mti-people policies of Mrs Indira 
the US and Chinese. It urged the Gandhi’ as ‘immediate’ and the 
Central Government to see that on socio economic issues 
this threat is met with the help 29d anti-imperialism as ‘remote’. 
of the Socialist countries and The party felt that both have 
ether anti-imperialst progres: to be fought simultaneously. 
Feeble ae the itis also said that Mrs Gandhi's 
The document is understood to Le army to hee enete ercded 
have pointed out that serious at- aotee’ aad th BIP i ‘people po- 
tempts were being made by vet o-no- : a 5 trying to 
ted interests to weaken and di- the viogan of “alt ns 
lute the anti-imperialist ope’ inst her. Leftist parties bould 


of the nation’s foreign po strum i ame 
The document is also understood go — Sie ness 


to have mentioned certain ‘vacil- which is giving boost to this ‘al- 
lations’ in foreign policy unde? ternative’ under the leadershi 
Mrs Indira Gandhi's leadership of the ByP The CPI nosed : 
which “manifested” in giving straight question to CPM the 
more and more concessions © prp being ro-im list,” 
multinationals and increased de mor~poly an Hiren . , — 
pendence on imperialis Snancial couig any left parte worth the 
Institutions like the IMF and the name have any political track with 
World Bank , that party It woned that se CPW 
The docament * understood £0 will coon’ « ved *he illusion of th 
hove sharply differed with the st) in unity’ slogan and {ol he 
CPM on ‘all in unity against ‘mainstreem of | ft ar lhe 
Cong-l. Instead, it felt, indeven- 0 Laie ron Sm See 
dent oolitical activity 214 mas 
sive mobilisation of people aga- 
inrt the anti-people and pro«mo 
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HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS ASSEMBLING JAGUAR FIGHTERS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text ] 


BANGALORE. Aug 2 (UNI) 
— The Hindustan Aeronautics 


next year. The HAL will deliver 
three Jaguars to tbe air force 
during 1982-83. 


“We are proceeding as per the 





executed, informed sources said. the British Aerospace Company, 
A Chetak he ter, manufac makers of Jaguar, and work was 
tured by the would cost going on in full 

between Rs 60 1 70 lakh de Asked abour the comparable 
pendicg upon the model. Since combat capability of Jaguar and 
there was cncoufaging response the French Mirage, the sources 
from the States the HAL had said that Jaguar was a good air 
also Made advance provision for ctaft for the purpose for which 
materials procurement. It was it is intended samely a deep pe 
also in a VIP versioo netration strike. Mirage, on the 
of with ‘sound proof- “other hand, is a Multipurpose air- 
ing’ facilities. craft meant for a different pur- 
uta di amaak Ponder the contract India was 
guar superyonic strike aircraft. to , 40 Jaquars. ey 

matufacture anot 
The first itdigenously assemr hy, 
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SURGE IN HARIJAN CONVERSIONS TO ISLAM REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 29 Jul 81 p 7 
[Article by S. Rajappa] 


[Text] The Ramzan moon over Tamil Nadu was sighted a day later than in neigh- 
bouring States but the neo-Muslims, drawn to Islam from downtrodden communities 
in the current wave of revivalism sweeping the South, could hardly wait to 
begin the month-long fast to demonstrate their new zeal. 


They may not yet have mastered the litany, but their apparel--bright checked 
lungis and red fez caps for now bearded men, and purdah for women--bear testi- 
mony to their change of religion. 


Conversion has captured the imagination of Harijans, oppressed for generations, 
who see in it an escape from bondage. They are in no mood to look back, not- 
withstanding the prodding of Hindu religious leaders and savants and of poli- 
ticians who have gathered in Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli--the two districts 
that hit the headlines with mass conversions. 


Although it would seem a spontaneous move by Harijans, there is probably a 
well-planned programme behind these conversions. Meenakshipuram, the 1,300- 
strong Harijan village in Tirunelveli district, which was renamed Rehamatnagar 
when the entire population became Muslim on February 19, is not an isolated 
case. The move coincided with the sixth all-India conference of the Jamaat-e- 
Islami Hind, held in Hyderabad after Sheikh Abdullah refused permission for a 
meeting in Kashmir. 


The tone of the Hyderabad conference was set by Maulana Muhammad Yusuf, Ameer- 
e-Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, when he outlined the duties and responsibilities of 
Indian Muslims. The Maulana harped on their separate identity with more in 
common with foreign co-religionists than with compatriots. Calling for better 
organization, he said: "In countries where Muslims are free and have authority 
they should enforce the Islamic Shariah in all aspects of life and they should 
put before the world the kind of model by which it may know the blessings of 
the Islamic way of life." He regretted that secularism had failed to ensure 
national integration. "The text-books prescribed by the Government are full 
with beliefs and mythology of one particular religion. In official functions 
also this tendency is perceptible and the communal situation is deteriorating,” 
he said. 
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Arab Delegates 


An outcome of the Hyderabad conference, which was attended by Arab delegates, 
was a plan to raise India's Muslim population from 80 to 200 million in the 
next decade. An Islamic bank in Kuwait and the London-based Islamic Cultural 
Centre promised financial and moral support. The conference also set up a 
committee to propagate the faith among workers and peasants. Mr Abdul Fattah, 
its convener, said that the Jamaat “addresses itself to all sections irrespec- 
tive of its status in society.” It noted that no worthwhile progress had been 
made in missionary work among farmers and labourers. 


The meeting also set up an Islamic Journalists Association with a founder's com- 
mittee which includes Maulana Mohammed Muslim, editor of the DAILY DAWAT, 
published from Delhi--to give practical shape to the organization. An all- 
India conference of journalists will be held in the capital later this year. 
Translations of the Quran in 12 Indian languages were released during the 
conference. 


The section on “work among non-Muslims" in the Jamaat's official policy and 
programme, issued by its Delhi secretariat, promises that "all efforts tu 
poison minds against the Islamic movement will be counteracted and it will be 
made clear to them that the Jamaat is an ideological party and is a true well- 
wisher of the country and its people.” It would take steps to improve the 
social and economic status of backward classes and to remove the “unreasonable 
distinctions" of birth. Monetary assistance would be given to the poor and 
interest-free loans to the needy. 


In Srinagar, Syed Ali Shah Geelani MLA, and Mr Aifuddin Kari, former MLA, 

had warned that the Jamaat had given notice that it would launch an I[ranian- 
type revolution to “liberate” Kashmir. They said that the Jamaat-e-Islami was 
not reconciled to the view of Sheikh Abdullah and others, that the State's 
accession was “final and irrevocable." The party had, therefore, decided to 
campaign for a plebiscite to take a "final decision.” 


Urdu Posters 


Hard on the heels of the Hyderabad conference wall posters appeared in the twin 
cities demanding a separate homeland. Issued in the name of Mr Khizri Shah 
Hashmi, who styled himself "Khalif of Indian Muslims,” the Urdu posters repeated 
the gist of a pamphlet circulated at the conference in which Mr Hashmi pleaded 
for a State, its size being proportionate to population, in order to “save the 
Muslims from being looted, slaughtered and to protect the honour of their 


women. 


But though the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, deprecated 
conversion to escape from untouchability, the socio-economic transformation of 
Harijan converts cannot be denied. The decision was based on pragmatic, down- 
to-earth considerations. Hinduism convinced them that “enlightenment” was 

only for those who are privileged by birth. Flirtation with Christianity made 
them realize that caste divisions within the Christian fold extend even to the 
cemetery, and that Harijans might be called but are seldom chosen. Buddhism 
proved too mild a creed to cope with social and economic injustice. They found 
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a new kind of kinship in the egalitarianism of Islam, coupled with a tremendous 
sense of security. 


That feeling is best demonstrated bythe experience of Mr Thankaraj, a Harijan 
youth of Rehamatnagar formerly Meenakshipuram who eloped with a Thevar (caste 
Hindu) girl of Mekkarai, seven kilometres away. To escape the wrath of the 
Thevars he became a Muslim with the name of Mohammed Yusuf, there being a pre- 
ponderance of Muslims in this part of Tirunelveli district. When the vengeful 
Thevars caught up with Mr Thankaraj, alias Mohammed Yusuf, he hit back and 
broke the leg of one of his pursuers. 


The police could not take action as he pleaded self-defence, and his co-reli- 
gionists supported him. Subsequent attempts to frame Mr Thankaraj were also 
foiled. The story may have influenced many others among the Meenakshipuram 
Harijans to embrace Islam; and the Tirunelveli-based South Indian Islamic 
Society not unexpectedly obliged them. The police dare not enter Rehamatnagar 
and harass people there. The Thevars too are afraid of converts, for quarrels 
can easily acquire a communal colour with repercussions elsewhere. 


Caste War 


Soon after the Meenakshipuram mass conversion, a caste war in neighbouring 
Ramanathapuram district left five dead and a trail of devastation and bitter- 
ness in several villages. The Harijans, who had always been at the receiving 
end, turned the tables by adopting Islam. Nor was their hope of social eman- 
cipation disappointed. If a Harijan hamlet in Tamil Nadu hoists the green 
flag, officials at once attend to its neglected needs. 


The choice of Tirunelveli and Ramanathapuram for conversion is not without 
significance. The two districts are contiguous to Kerala where Islam entered 
in the 7th Century. Unlike the North where conquest was responsible for the 
religion's spread, in Kerala it was mostly the result of peaceful work by en- 
terprising merchants and zealous missionaries. There are mosques in Kerala as 
old as the Haramel Sherif in Mecca. Kerala Muslims were the first to organize 
politically basis after Partition and even succeeded in establishing their 
majority in a particular district. Today, they wield so much power that no 
party can form a government without the Muslim League's blessings. 





+6 











INDIA 


KANU SANYAL DEFENDS ‘GENUINE NAXALITE" PARTY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] Calcutta, July 26 (UNI)--Mr Kanu Sanyal, one of the top lieutenants of 
Naxalite leader Charu Majumdar has said that the programme of “individual anni- 
hilation” was launched despite the fact that Mr Majumdar's thesis advocating 
this policy had been rejected by the revolutionary party. 


Mr Sanyal secretary of the Organising Committee of Communist Revolutionaries 
(OCCR) which sponsored the 1967 Naxalite, movement in West Bengal, told UNI 
that six documents placed by Mr Majumdar at the Darjeeling district committee 
meeting in 1969 were “defeated.” 


The “annihilation policy” started by Mr Majumdar on the basis of this “defeated” 
documents as an experiment at first in West Dinajpur, ultimately failed, he 
added. 


Mr Sanyal however, did not agree that the army struggle launched in 1967 in 
Naxalbari had failed. He sought to assert that it had only met with reverses 
at the hands of stronger opponents. 


Mr Sanyal regretted that “politics of individual annihilation” had taken a 
lurge toll of valuable lives. They could have helped the revolution, he added. 


The OCCR leader observed that the CPI-ML should no lorger be described as a 
Communist Party, as according to him, it had deviated from the communist path. 


Mr Sanyal was critical of the Left Front's way of working for the peasants and 
the working class. 


The OCCR, Mr Sanyal claimed had made satisfactory progress towards formation of 
a new country-wide Communist Party. The new party he said would be based on 
"Marxist-Leninist thoughts of Mao-tse-Tung™ with the aim of bringing about revo- 
lution through armed struggle. 


It would maintain fraternal relations with the Communist Parties of other coun- 
tries like China and Korea, Mr Sanyal added. 
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Mr Sanyal said in its efforts to form an All-India party, the OCCR had already 
established contact with Communist revolutionaries in Biha., Uttar Pradesh, 
Assam, Keralaand Maharashtra. The OCCR was the “Ce.sine Decalit_” party he 


claimed and said that others who were taking the name of Naxalbari were 
“fake Naxalites.” 


All the leaders of the 1967 Naxalbari Struggle were for unity and talks were 
going on in Andhra Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan to bring all Commun‘st Revo- 
lutionaries under the fold of a unified party in due course, he saii. 
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KEY HINDU PARLEY DISCUSSES HARIJAN CONVERSIONS 


Madris THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 81 p 10 


[Text] Madurai, July 28--Will the successive Hindu Solidarity Conferences 
really help prevent the attempts made by a section of Harijans to embrace 
Islam? 


Whatever the answer to that question may be the conference held on Monday at 
Rammad town was significant in that all the mutt heads in Tamil Nadu, barring 
the head of the Tiruvaduthurai Adheenam were present on the dais, while the 
Sankaracharyas of Kanchi and Sringeri sent messages wishing the conference 
all success. 


A pledge to preserve the unity of Hindu religion and foster equality among the 
various sections of Hindu society was taken by participants of the conference. 


They also pledged that they would give no room for caste feelings through their 
thoughts and action and would strive to eradicate untouchability. 


The pledge was administered by Kunrakudi Adigaiar, head of the Kunrakudi Mutt 
near Karaikudi. 


As Mr U. Subramaniam, H.R. and C.E. Commissioner had pointed out at the confer- 
ence, that the presence of Hindu mutt leaders--all at one place--would lead to 

a possible rethinking in the minds of those who had been threatening to embrace 
Islam. 


Harijans absent 


He believed the heads could do a lot by mixing with people and explaining to 
them the utility of remaining in the Hindu fold. 


Though the conference hall was fully packed with people listening to the speeches 
of the religious leaders, in particular that of the R.S.S. leaders, Harijans, 
barring a handful, were conspicuously absent. 


An office-bearer of the Temple Protection Committee claimed that efforts were 
on to invite Harijans. 


He added that these Harijans were also interested in coming, but their leaders 
prevented them. 
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What do the educated Harijans feel about the conference? 


In Kuriyoor village, where there were conversions of Harijans to Islam on 
Sunday a constable and a medical student said that only when there was talks 
of conversions, the mutt heads assembled together and preached gospels. 


Those who addressed the conference also voiced the warning that unless the 
Hindus were united, conferences would be of no help in stopping conversions. 


The Government must immediately initiate welfare measures to raise the stan- 
dard of living of Harijans, the speakers reiterated. 


Winding up the Hindu Solidarity Conference on Monday night, the head of the 
Dharmapuram Adheenam, said he believed that if the Harijan's were educated 
on the utility of Hinduism, conversions would stop. 


He said there were "untouchables" in every caste. 


He appealed to Hindus to thwart the attempts made by vested interests to 
convert Hindus. 


Peravai needs to be reviewed 

SriKunrakudi Adigalar said that there was need for reviving the 'Deivika 
Peravai.' He looked forward to the mutts to come forward to render assistance 
to him to successfully revive it. 

Sri Sundara Swamigal of Coimbatore wanted ‘meaningful’ cooperation from H.R. 
and C.E. department for smooth functioning of the mutts to propagate Hindu 
religion. 


He said that recently the power charges for the mutts had been increased. 


The Tirupanandal Mutt chief said that in his own mutt, he had provided jobs 
to Scheduled Caste families. 


Mr L. Elayaperumal, MLA, who also addressed the conference blamed the politi- 
cians for the present state of affairs. 


Unrest was always prevalent between Harijans and the backward class communi- 
ties but not between Harijans and Mudaliars or Brahmins, he said. 


Mr Soorangottai Velu spoke of the hardships faced by Harijans, irrespective 
of whether they were educated or not. 


Mr Ramagopalan of the R.S.S. said the Hindus could no longer ignore the issue 
of conversions. 


Not due to ‘humiliation' 
Mr M. Ramswamy, President, Tamil Nadu Temple Protection Committee, claimed 


that conversions were not due to humiliation of Harijans, but only due to Hindu 
anti-social elements. 
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Mr Jana Krishnamurthy, All India General Secretary, B.J.P., wanted the 
Government to take appropriate action to improve the lot of Harijans. 


Mr K. Vaithilingam, Vishwa Hindu Parishad appealed to the parishad members to 
thwart the conversion attempts. 


Malaysia Ramadoss said that castes were the bane of Hindu society. 


Mr N. Krishnaswamy Reddiar, former judge of the Madras High Court said con- 
versions were an attempt to add to the numbers of other religions. 


He wanted follow up action taken on the deliberations of the conference. 


The Sringeri Sankaracharya in his message pointed out that every Hindu should 
strive to bring the converts back to the Hindu fold. 


The Kanchi Sankaracharya's epistle wanted every Hindu to do his best to foster 
a life of unity and prosperity. The Hindu religion was the mother of all reli- 
gions. 

Apart from condemning the police, many speakers wanted the Government depart- 
ments to take impartial action on petitions given by people irrespective of 

the community to which they belonged. 

192 Harijans convert themselves to Islam 


PTI reports: 


A total of 192 Harijans embraced Islam on July 26 at Kooriyur, three km from 
Ramanathapuram town. 


Eighty of them were men and the rest women. 


They included Dinakaran, local AIADMK Secretary and Dhanushkodi, local DMK 
secretary. 


Two moulvis--Jamal Mohammed of Chinnamannur and another from Siddayankotta 


in Madurai District--officiated at the conversion ceremony. They distributed 
clothes and cash doles to the converts. 


CSO: 4220/7444 
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ANDHRA PRADESH TO INVESTIGATE DISSIDENTS' FUNDING 


Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Jul 81 p l 
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INDIA 


STUDY REVEALS EXTENT OF JOINT VENTURES ABROAD 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] There were 207 effective Indian joint ventures abroad at the beginning 
of January 1981, of which 115 were in production or operation and 92 were under 
various stages of implementation, reports UNI. 


The Government had approved about 400 joint ventures. But about 160 were not 
implemented. 


Indian investment by way of equity share capital in the 115 joint ventures which 
were currently reported to be in operation have been effected mainly through 
export of capital equipment and technology and to a lesser extent through cash 
remittances, according to a recent study by the Department of Science and Tech- 
nology. 


The study said that about Rs 21 crore of capital equipment, Rs 3 crore of know- 
how fees and Rs 3.5 crore of cash remittances constituted most of the Rs 36 
crore of Indian capital in these countries. It was expected that when the pro- 
jects under implementation were completed, Indian capital would be about Rs 59 
crore, which would include Rs 44 crore of capital equipment exported. 


The study pointed out that India's efforts in encouraging and promoting joint 
ventures abroad were recent. It fitted into the overall strategy of inter- 
regional and intra-regional cooperation among developing countries. Besides, 
projecting India's image as supplier of capital goods and technology for devel- 
oping countries, successful joint ventures yielded benefits in the form of 
foreign exchange earnings from dividends, know-how fees, additional exports 
and so forth. 


The average size of Indian joint ventures in terms of equity capital employed 
was about Rs 1 crore but more than half of the joint ventures would have an 
equity capital of less than Rs 30 lakh. The average size of the units under 
implementation in terris of equity share capital was about Rs 2.3 crore, indi- 
cating that the more recent joint ventures were relatively larger. 


Among the joint ventures that have become operational, the maximum were in the 
field of light engineering and textiles. The other fields in which joint ven- 
tures have been sought include chemicals and pharmaceuticals, fractionation of 
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oil, trading and marketing, consultancy and paper. In terms of investment in 
share capital, textiles contribute about 29 per cent, oil seeds and fractiona- 
tion about 20 per cent, light engineering about 16 per cent, and chemicals five 
per cent. 


Some of the public undertakings have executed turm-key projects outside India. 
They also have on hand a large number of projects for execution. The foreign 
exchange earned by them during the last two years was Rs 23.5 lakh in 1979-80 
and Rs 13.6 lakh in 1980-81. 


It had been gathered that over Rs 900 crore worth jobs were pending in the hands 
of public sector undertakings at the beginning of 1980, of which the major 
jobs were with EPIL and the BHEL. 


CSO: 4220/7461 











INDO-NIGERIAN JOINT COMMISSION MEETS IN DELHI 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4220/7461 


[NDIA has agreed to provide technical cooperation to 
Nigeria in the fields of agriculture, industry, mining, 
petrochemicals and power generation, reports UNL 


threeday meeting were signed 
by Nigerian National Planning 


mation, services of 
perts, training of Nigerians is 
the agrticultural and allied fields 
such as rice production, food 
processing, plant protection, ru- 
ral development, live stock, f- 
sheries and water resources deve 
lopme nm. 

Both skies agreed to expand 
cooperation in the field of small 
ecale industries, tele<communica- 
tions, electronics, machine tools, 
transport with India providing 
services of technical experts is 
all these spheres. 

The two sides also discussed 
prospects of cooperation in rail- 
way transportation, merchant 
banking, Indian participation in 
Nigerian tenders and progress of 
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the Indo-Nigerian Joint Business 
Council 


An official spokesman said the 
discussions between the two sides 
were held in , “very cordia] at- 


ASSISTANCE 

At a meeting with the Aste 
ciation of Indian Engineering 
Indusrties Mrs Oyagbola sought 
the Indian Engineering Industry's 
assistance in making Nigeria 
self-reliant in several fielus in 
which India has achieved compe 
tence, adds PTT. 

Mrs Oyagbola said India should 
belp Nigeria in the setting up 
Joint ventures and development 
projects like roads, ports and 
agro industries. 

Mrs Oyagbola said small scale 
industries development in India 


- Was “remarkable” and technolozy 
- Om such type of industries could 


be imported from countries like 
India alone. 

More than 60 leading figures 
from the field of industry, the 
public sector and Government 
represented the AIEI at the 
meeting lasting over two hours. 
| The Nigerian Minister also 
held talks with Planning Minis 
ter N D Tiwari on Institutional 
arrangements for sharing expe 
rience in planning and exchange 
of experts and technologies bet- 
ween Nigeri, and India. 

Mrs Oyagbola said her country 
was keen on making use of 
Indian experience and would 
welcome closer economic coope- 
ration with India. 
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SECTOR UNITS PRODUCTION HIGHER IN JUNE 
4220/7494 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Aug 81 p 5 
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APRIL-JULY POWER GENERATION UP 17 PERCENT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Aug 81 p 16 


[Text } 


CSO: 


4220/7485 


NEW DELHA Aug 2 
The generator of power Gung the 
test four mortns of he currert finence! 


gererated Gung Aoriiuly @S year 
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PRC REPORTEDLY SEEKING INDIAN AID IN FARMING 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Aug 81 p 23 


[Text } 


PUNE, August 3 . PTT. 


"ITH 800 million of its puopu- 

lauon en iM agriculture, 
the People’s of China is 
keen to sbare with India, us e\- 
perences in rural f.nancing and 
agricultural development, accordin? 
to Mr. Qin Qi, deputy director of 
the Agriculture Bank Seek of Chiat. 


Mr. Oj is among the delegates of 
730 «6countres attending the pic 
regional semumar on tural Snancing, 
beimmg beld at the College of Age 
wral Banking here swce July --. 


lo an interview. he told PTI, ‘he 
Sor.d's most populogs couniney India 
and Chima, Rad many commons proo- 
lems and objectives regarding <c'c- 
vopmen: of the agricultural vesigr. He 
lovked farward to more valuabe ¢,- 
change of elormaves os ‘hn tos 
a We comumg years. 


Mr. Qi said there was an exiennve 
network of Gnmam.al insiityvons is 
bs country engaged ic whe Hercule in 
task of looking after the welfars o! 
the teeming millions engaged io agri- 
cultural producuon. 


The Agrcultural Bank of China had 
over 28,000 branchea a over the 
country wh a maf of over 280,000, 
be sad 

Io addidon to this. there were 
more than “0.0 credit cooperative 
socreres io China with a streazty 
of 260.000. At the willage level, there 
were 40.000 credit siabons looking 
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exclusively after agricultural Goascing, 
M:. Qi saad. 


COLLECTIVE FARMING 


Mr. Qi sad co-operative farming 
sad paw rah duidends 9 ‘ccreamng 
agnecultural sroducuon o Ais coun- 
uy. Coldective farmmg wach had 
deen in ‘ogue for pears had helped 
the Chimese Larmer to cam bs Living 
he said. 


The Chinese farmer was also ov 
couraged to wke © fearag of pigs. 
chckens. silk OTH eh. © supple 
ment bis income: He was allotted 
a prece of land in the farm w cary 
out these activities, be said. 


Chima ic [953 four years after the 
country effected its land reforms, Mr. 
Qi sad. 

Recently. “peoples communes” were 
lauached all over the country in rural 
areas to coO-ordimate the work on 
agrcultvral frost m@ a sytlematic man- 
oer, Mr. Qi said. 


There were credit co-operative so- 
cetes and credit ations in each 
commune wih etpert profestigaals m 
egricu‘ture and «mall industry to guide 
ihe peasantry, be said. Populatioe of 
a comgfune ranged from 10.000 to 
40.00, depending of the size of the 
village Community, be said. 


He said be Sas impressed bv the 
Cooperative movement in agricultural 
sector m lodia and was keen to “share 
hs country’s experiences Silk (hore 
ot tbe Iadians. 
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WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER WELCOMES MULTINATIONALS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Aug 81 ppl, 9 


[Text] "Multinationals are welcome. But we will be happy if they concen- 
trate ontheir business and do not intrude in our affairs," said Mr Jyoti Basu 
on Sunday, while inaugurating an opthalmic lens works, an Indo-Japanese ven- 
ture, at Sodepur in the 24-Parganas. 


The fully export-oriented plant has been set up by the Indo-Asahi Glass Company, 
sheet metal manufacturers, to produce “super quality spectacle lenses” in 
technical collaboration with the Hanno Optical Glass Company, suppliers to Nikon. 


"Sometimes we are afraid of multinationals,” the Chief Minister said, referring 
to reports in the Western Press that they had on some occasions interferred with 
the host country's political life. “Everyone will agree that this is not the 
right thing to do. We do not want outsiders to interfere in our affairs," the 
Chief Minister added. He asked the multinationals to invest their profits in 
the State where they were running their business. 


Mr Basu said that the country had no prejudice against the non-Socialist coun- 
tries starting joint-venture schemes. Earlier Mr K. Murono, the Consul-General 
of Japan in Calcutta, had said in his speech that they were happy that they 
were allowed to collaborate with their Indian counterparts, though Japan was a 
non-socialist country.) The reason why socialists were preferred, the Chief 
Minister felt, was that after Independence the Soviet Union and some other 
Socialist countries had come to India's assistance and helped in setting up 
heavy industries, while the Western nations had not. “Naturally we are pleased 
with them,” he said. 


MrMurono, the Consul General, hoped that the Indian economy would be boosted 
with Japanese help. He thanked the Indian workers and the Indo-Asahi manage- 
ment for their sincerity and diligence. The Indo-Asahi Sheet Glass Plant at 
Bhurkuada in Bihar was being run in such a manner that not a single man-day 
was lost so far due to labour trouble, he said. 


Mr H. Fujita, managing director of the Indo-Asahi Glass Company, said that the 
Sodepur works would initially manufacture spherical lenses and would go in for 
other types of lenses in future. He felt that if the project succeeded not 
only would the country be able to save foreign exchange but it would also make 
India a major producer of quality opthalmic lenses in the world. 
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MIZO ACTIVISTS REPORTED EXPLOITING PEACE TALKS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] Gauhati, Aug 2--Certain forces within the Mizo National Front but not 

underground are exploiting the status quo” during the peace talks between the 
Centre and the MNF to propagate their ideology and objectives in a covert man- 

ner, using student power, specifically the Mizo Zirlai Pawl, the apex student 

organization in Mizoran. 


The recent student demonstrations at Aizawl are a pointer. Despite the highly 
politicized atmosphere and partisan politics in the Union Territory, it is 
reasonable to infer that divisive forces are active. Forcible tax collections 
have increased and the propaganda about Mizo nationalism is a euphemism for 
anti-Vai feelings. The current talks in New Delhi, observers feel, should be 
clinched soon; a delay may encourage new forms of chauvinism and student 
unrest. 


Mr Laldenga has, reportedly, urged the Prime Minister to quicken the pace of 
the negotiations and has submitted the MHF’s reply to the Centre's proposal. 
Her emissary Mr G. Parthasarathy, a constitutional expert, is tipped for a 
high post in one of the U.N. agencies, probably UNICEF further underlining the 
time factor. Mr Parthasarathy was the key negotiator in the past few months. 
He entered the picture after Mr Laldenga spoke of constitutional safeguards 
similar to Kashmir's. 


Fresh recruitment by the MNF, particularly in the interior pressure tactics, 
interference in the village councils, revenue matters and so on are undeniable. 
And the Centre is aware of them. The ruling Peoples Conference leaders feel 
the Centre should warn Laldenga and re-examine his bonafides, but are none-too- 
sure of the Centre's intentions, thereby limiting their options. 


According to 4 party spokesman, the people of Mizoram are watching the Centre 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of the Union territory. The loyalists are wonder- 
ing why they should have risked their lives for national integration. The 
Peoples Conference is ready for a sacrifice if real peace is assured. 


The use of student power in Mizoram is ominous. The ®rigccier’s men allege 
that the MZP is a tool of Laldenga, backed by the Mizoram Janata Party and 

the Peoples Conference "B,” members of the Steering Committee which once in- 
cluded the Congress(I). The Mizoram Congress(I) apparently is divided with 
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one group wanting to exploit the situation to oust Brigadier Sailo and the 
other interested in the less exciting pursuit of national integration. 


The MZP has leaders who are not strictly students or youths, including a 
former policeman who is said to have met Laldenga some months ago. The 
former Aizawl College is said to be a hotbedof politics. Fortunately, 
there are senior leaders among the MHF who feel that the activities of 


students of late are against the spirit of the peace talks and their academic 
interest. 


CSO: 4220/7484 
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INDIA 


SOVIET OFFICIALS WRITE ON COOPERATION WITH NATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text}) India’s industrialisation had qualitatively reached such high levels 
that it was now engaged in production cooperation with the Soviet Union, 
according to chairman of the USSR State Committee for foreign economic rela- 
tions S. Skachkov, reports UNI. 


In an article devoted to Indo-Soviet friendship treaty Mr Skachkov said that 
as a result of this production cooperation metallurgical products and other 
equipment were being exported to third countries with orders already fulfilled 
in case of Bulgaria, Cuba, Hungary, Turkey and Sri Lanka. 


He said more than 50 projects had been built in India with Soviet assistance 
and another 20 were under way. 


These plants together produced 40 per cent of India's steel, 60 per cent of 
oil, 30 per cent of petroleum products, a large portion of heavy metallurgi- 
cal and power engineering equipment and about 20 per cent electricity. 


Minister of Power Engineering P. Neporozhny had assured Soviet help to develop 
a unified power grid in India. 


He said an accord in this regard had already been reached when Indian special- 
ists visited the Soviet Union recently. 


The Soviet Union which had helped India build several hydro and thermal power 
plants would also cooperate in setting up a centralised servicing system and 
a centralised repair base, he said. 


Mr Neporozhny said the two countries were also cooperating in the use of their 
solar energy. Other promising fields of cooperation were joint research in 
energy conversion methods and utilisation of India’s hydro-resources, particu- 
larly the potential of small rivers. 


Minister for Heavy and Transport Engineering V. Zhigalin said the Soviet en- 
terprises would give India production forms and recorcs Suvi new types of 
machines and equipment which would swon be produced in India. A part of the 
products would be supplied to the Soviet Union an? some other third countries. 
The Minister for Higher and Seccadary Special Education V Yelyutin said that 
1191 Indian specialists had been trained in the USSR in more than 300 special- 


ties since 1956. At present 639 Indians were studving in the Soviet Union. 
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FINANCIAL EXPERTS CRITICIZE SEEKING OF IMF LOAN 


INDIA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Aug 81 ppl, 9 


(Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 2—The Gov- 
ernment of India’s deci: 5 * 
raise a loan of $4 billion frou 
the International Monetary Fund 
for which the talks were held in 
London ‘ast week. has evoked 
adverse reactions from financial 
and monetary experts. 

The loan of Rs 3,500 crores, the 
biggest ever sought by India from 
the IMF is, according to official 
sources here, to meet the coun- 
try’s 
ments d:ficulties 

Mr Ashok Mitra, a noted econo 
mist and West Bengail’s Finance 
Minister. has said that the loan 
will further stoke the fires of in- 


flation endangering the nation’s 
economy. , 
Mr Mitra. a former economic 


adviser to the Prime Minister, has 
said the consequences of “stan- 
dard prescription” applied by the 
IMF accompanying the sanction of 
a loan are disastrous because a 
borrower coumtry is forced to 


Darter away its freedom of taking 
independent economic decisions. 
For instance, he said, it would 
mean insistence by the lender on 
the borrower devaluing its cur 
rency, cut Government expendi- 
tures on subsidies and other wel- 
fare programmes. 


Independent sources here, who 
liked to be anonymous, have said 
that the IMF and the World Bank 
had never spared any country in 
their apodlication of the “standard 


worsening balance of pay-. 


prescription” 
'oans 


t which had sought 
from the two institutions. 


Of course, they have said. the 
Government of India cannot be 
unaware of the stiff stipulations 


the IMF lays down before sane: 
tioning the loan. It is hoped that 
the Centre will try to avoid to 
borrow from the IMF on its usual 
terms. 


It is pointed out that the Gov- 
ernment cannot be accused of 
being not acutely conscious of 
disastrous consequences the 


nation’s economy had to undergo 
following the devaluation of the 
currency in 1966. 

The economy is in a very bad 
shape since the rate of indation 
in the past two years has been of 
the order of 18 to 19% and in- 
evitably cross 20% or even higher 
because of the latest fsca) and 
taxation measures. 

Mr Mitra has said the Govern- 
ment of India cannot and should 
not decide on raising the loan 
from the IMF without consulting 
Parliament, the State Government, 
and political parties and without 
having examined the alternative 
sources to tide over the acute 
balance of payments crisis. 

The official sources, however. 
are confident that the Government 
is conscjous of the consequences 
of borrowing from the IMF. It Is 
felt that the IMF authorities too 
do recognize that India is seeking 
the biggest ever loan to meet the 
temporary balance of payments 
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crisis. So, it is pointed 
out, the IMF cannot be ex- 
pected to put pressures on 
the borrowing country to 
accept its stiff and unac- 
ceptable conditions. 

The sources say the Gov- 
ernment has to seek the loan, 
spread over three years, to 
pay for the phenomenal bill 
on account of imports of 
crude amounting to more than 
Rs 6,000 crores in a year 
besides imports of sugar, 
wheat, edible oils, fertili- 
zers which would put an addi- 
tional burden of Rs 2,000 
crores. 

The situation has been 
worsened by the widening gap 
between imports and exports 
resulting into a massive trade 
deficit. The deficit in the 
fiscal year, 1980-81, is 
placed at Rs 5,436 crores. In 
view of the additional payment 
for crude imports and sugar, 
wheat, edible oils and other 
commodities and goods and serv- 
ices, the trade deficit in the 
current fiscal year is becoming 
much more than in the previous 
vear. 





INDIA 


FORMER DEFENSE OFFICIAL ADVOCATES UNIFIED COMMAND 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3, 4 Aug 81 





(Article by G. C. Katoch: 


(3 Aug 81 p 8] 
[Text] 


F al! the weaknesses in our 
higher defence organization, 

surely the most glaring is the ab- 
sence of an effective mechanism 
for professional co-ordination 
among the three Services. 

Modern warfare has become a 
highly complex business. In par- 
tieu'ar. it is no longer possible 
for each Service to be regarded 
as a separate entity with a dis 
tinct roe in war, independently 
of the others. The Army, despite 
tts predominance, is not expect- 
ed to fight by itself; nor can the 
Air Force or the Navy do so. 
The increasing sophistication of 
weapon systems is accompanied 
by enlarged areas of commonality 
and interdep-ndence Moreover, 
in a short intense war. towards 
which present day defence pre 
paration {is oriented, the opera- 
tional decision-making required 
involves not only quick response 
tov changing situations but, equ- 
ally, a high degree of directional 
co-ordination and synchronized 
effort 

Above all, note must be taken 
of the exorbitant, and ever in- 
creasing. costs of modern arma- 
ments This makes it imperative 
that an integrated and iota! view 
of defence needs is taken so tnat 
resources allocated for defence 
are utilized in the most. cost- 
effective manner Thus the tech 
nology of war, the requirements 
of operational and equipment 
planoing and of logistic support, 
and the massive investments in 
defence, all point compellingly 
to the necessity of professional 
co-o-dinatiog at the top level! 


"Integrating Defence"] 


A Supreme Commander for Cohesion 


UNIFIED COMMAND 


The trend all the world over 
is towards some sort of unified 
defence. Canada has adopted the 
logical extreme of a complete 
merger of its afmy, navy and air 
furce into a single Service. 
Israel has placed the navy ard 
air force under the overall autho. 
rity of the Chief of Army Staff. 
The pattern in most other coun- 
tries, inc'uding China and Pakis 
tan — the two counmtmes which 
keep our defence planners 
awake — is to have a unified Mi- 
nistry of Defence, and a com 
mon head designated “Chief of 
Defence Staff” or an equivalent, 
with integrated responsiodi‘itv for 
policy. planning and control in 
the professional field and for 
execution of war. 


In India we take a_ single 
Union Ministry of Defence for 
granted. Not many outside de. 
fence circles know that it was set 
up soon after Independence on 
the advice of Lord Mountbatten 
and Lord Ismay. and that it took 
Britain and the USA many years 
of debate in the post-Wor!d War 
[, period before adopting a sim 
ar arrangement. The pity is that 
wc lost this initial advantage and 
our higher defence organization 
as remained more or less frozen 
ever since. The Ministry has 
been unable to function as @ su 
perior co-ordinating agency § It 
contunues to consider separately 
what each Service may perceive 
to be its essentia’ requirements, 
whether of traditional hardware 
like guns, tanks. ammunition 


vehi¢.es, aircraft, or in more cri- 
tical fie'ds such as communica 
tions, monitoring systems. mis 
siles, radars, etc.. which obvious 
ly call for an integrated ap- 
proach. 

Certain joint committees, set 
up on Ismay's suggestion to 
achieve inter-Service co-ordina- 
ton, such as the Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, the Joint Planning 
Committee, the Joint Intelligence 
Committee and the Inter-Service 
Equipment Planning Committee, 
have in practice been ineffective 
or are moribund. In fact, the only 
institutions we now’ have with 
some ciaim to serve the concept 
vf intograted defence are the 
Chiefs of Staff Committee and 
the Committee on Defence 
Planning. As we will see. neither 
is of much use. 


The Chiefs of Staff Committee 
consists of the heads of the three 
Services. with the seniormost 
acting as chairman. It is suppos 
ed to give professional advice to 
the Government on all impor 
tamt matters relating to nationa) 
defence. Its inherent weakness is 
that it ts difficult for any Chie! 
to take a tota!ly unbiased view 
where the interests of his own 
service require to be subordinat- 
ed to the overal! needs of an _ in- 
tegrated defence policy. This is 
not to accuse the Chiefs of paro 
chialism but to point out that 
any Chel who sheds his service 
bias would, instead of earning 
esteem for objectivity, be secn 
rather as letting down his Ser- 


vice 











EQUAL RANK 


We have it on the ‘testimony 
of a former Chief of the Navy 
that “the views expresSed by a 
Chief are always favourable to 
the Service he commands... It 
will be too much to expect a 
head of a Service. as a rule, not 
to be loyal to the concepts and 
doctrines of his Service... Thus 
the decision of the Chiefs of 
Staff Committee may not always 
be in the best interest.” 


So long as the. Chiefs are of 
equal rank, regardless of the 
size or importance of their Ser- 
vice, the chairman cannot. ig 
cases involving conflict of Ser- 
vice interests, hope to carry the 
others with him as his status as 
part-time chairman is no more 
than primus inter pares, “with 
primus’, as wrily ooserved by 
the late V. Shankar, “heavily di- 
luted.” Thus it comes about that, 
while important and  controver 
sia! issues tend to be swept 
under the carpet. relative trivia 
most!y engage the. Committee's 
attention. Inevitably. the propo 
Sails emanating from this Com. 
mittee represent on.y the largest 
measure of common ground. and 
no more. Even so — and this is 
a sore point with the Services— 


before proposals approved by the 
Chiefs of Staff can reach the Mi 
nister, these are screened and 
commented on at different levels 
n the Ministry of Defence. which 
can hardly lay claim to much 
competence to comment on mili- 
tary matters. 

The Committee on Defence 
Planning is a recent creation. lt 
is headed by the Cabinet Secre 
tary and includes the three Ser 
vice Chiefs. the Secretary to the 
Prime Minister. the Secretarics 
for Defence. Defence Production. 
Externa! Affairs and Finance, 
and the Secretary, Planning Com 
mission. Its primary function is 
to consider longterm defence 

lans drawn up by the Services. 
t might appear at first sight to 
provide a suitable forum for tak: 
ing a co-ordinated view of de 
fence needs. How*ver, 7aalvsts 
have noted the Gomineutly civ: 
i:an composition of the Commit 
tee. and also that even the secre 
tariat support is provided by 
civi] servants rather than by the 
Military Wing of the Cabinet 
Secretariat which consists of Ser 
vice officers. One cannot fal. to 
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notice that the CDP is much too 
wide-based to generate the neces 
sary thrust in defence policies 
and under-representation of the 
Service element deprives it of 
professional underpinning. 


GENERAL IMPRESSION 


Moreover, approvai Oy the 
Committee does not obviate the 
uSual time-consuming examines 
tion of specific proposals in the 
Ministries of Defence and F- 
nance. The general impression i 
that during the threesyears or 
se Of its life. the CDP has not 
particuiarly distinguished tseif 
as am iostrument of informed 
ard co-ordinated decision-making. 
i, is also seen as undermining 
the authority of professionals in 
the Services headquarters and 
tending. like the Planning Com: 
mission, t0 operate in ivory- 
tuwer isolation, the minority 
presence of the Services Chiels 
ootwihstanding. 

In short, no effective mecha 
mism exists at present for func 
tional co-ordination of the Ser 
vices and integrated pianning for 
defence. A remarkable aspect of 
tus lacuma is that the present 
system does not enable the Prime 
Minister to have the benefit ct 
independent professional advice 
in defence matters. In all demo 
crauc countmes of any conse 
quence, such advice is availuy.e 
tu the head of government direct 
from the Chief of Defence Staff 
or a Similar Service functionary. 

What is needed is a Singie- 
poim authority to ensure the 
necessary cohesion and coordi 
gation in defence thinking and 
planning, without unduiy di!ut- 
ing the operationa! authority of 
the Chiefs so far as their respec. 
uve Services are concerned; and 
to act as the principal profes. 
sional adviser in defence matters 
to the Government at the highest 
level. This can be provided only 
by having a common supreme 
commancter for the three Soervi- 
ces, whatever his designation 

Many observers. including 
some distinguished Generals. 
have drown attention to the 
problem; some in support of the 
appointment of a Chief of De 
fence Staff, others against In 
the meantime, India continues to 
Se about the oniv major country 
which has failed so far to intfo 
duce such an arrangement. 

(To be concluded) 
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[Text] Unfounded Fears of a Military Coup 


It is well recognized that the absence of a coordinating authority among the 
army, navy and air force leads to wastefulness, duplication, lack of cohesion 
and delay. Why is it then that, in spite of the obvious advantages of having 
a top professional dinator and the universal trend towards unified de- 

‘ hip has balked at sanctioning the appointment of a 
its equivalent? 


The answer lies in a curious amalgam of vested interests. The Services Chiefs, 
who would otherwise welcome the glamour of a position carrying five-star rank, 
see in the prospect an erosion of their own authority as the focus will shift 
to a superior power centre. Union Defence Ministry bureaucrats likewise see 
a clear threat to their control over the Services headquarters, and fear 

changes in the existing master-supplicant relationship. In particular, a 

five-star general with inter-Service authority and with access to the Minister 
and the head of Government will diminish the status and stature of the Defence 


Secretary and result in similar devaluation down the line. Thus the bureaucracy, 
as well as the top brass of the defence forces, for once find themselves sharing 
the same lobby on a major issue. The politician, lacking both perspicacity and 


courage, is all too willing to go along with them. 
Domestic Wars 


It is not difficult to convince a credulous listener that a Chief of Defence 


Staff may be all right for the rest of the world but is unsuited to Indian con- 


ditions. The present organization, it is argued, has stood the test of three 
wars, so why change it? Unlike some of the larger Powers, our defence is 
geared solely to warding off external aggression. This means we will be 
fighting not global or regional wars but domestic ones for which the existing 
arrangements are quite adequate. Further, the army already enjoys a formid- 
able position in our Defence Forces, and if an Army Chief were to be made CDS, 
the position of the navy and air force might become untenable. 


It 
poses like a CDS, and a separate military incumbent would merely upset settled 
centres of authority without making the organization run any smoother. And 
finally, the argument to end all argument, if you concentrate all military 
uuthority in one individual, you are creating a "threat to our democratic 


institutions." In plain words, you are asking for trouble: the chances of a 

military take-over will increase manifold. 

The reasoning seems plausible enough till closer analysis exposes it. To 

yegin with, actual experience in the wars fought since Independence demonstrates, 

rather than refutes, the ise for a CDS. The air force played no part in the 
sastrous war of 1962. r war with Pakista1 ling to a senior 

ervin; eral, "virtually ie army and the air force fighting two separate 

wars and the navy only margi involved. The preoccupation of the air force 

with Pe ir and Sargodha a lds was at the cost of development of ground 





is also asserted that the Defence Secretary functions for all practical pur- 


operations in critical sectors.” With more coordinated effort, the war could 
have ended more convincingly in our favour. 


Even in 1971, operations by the three Services in the Sind sector showed little 
coordination in their timing or objectives. The successful outcome of that 

war and the inter-Service cooperation achieved in the eastern sector were due 
largely to the generous lead time available and the excellent personal rapport 
among the then service Chiefs--factors on whose repetition in the future it 
would be unsafe to bet. Besides, cooperation is no substitute for coordina- 
tion. 


Similarly, the argument about our wars being confined to our borders is not 
valid because the need for coordinating the operational effort of the army 
with the other Services, especially the air force, will remain irrespective of 
whether the fighting takes place on a wide canvas abroad or nearer home. The 
apprehension that a CDS belonging to one Service will not appreciate fully the 
problems of the other two is belied by the Allies* experience in World War II 
when people like Eisenhower and Mountbatten held supreme command, as also by 
the actual working of the CDS system in other countries. 


Those who fear domination by the army recall the eyebrows that were raised when 
Field Marshal Maneckshaw used the phrase "my air forces" in his ultimatum to 
General Niazi during the Bangladesh war. But many will agree that t..c phrasing 
was more a question of flamboyant style than malintent. The numerical pre- 
dominance of the army is not a feature peculiar to our armed forces. Countries 
like China, Pakistan and the USSR are in a similar position; yet this has not 
prevented them from accepting a common coordinating head for their different 
services. 


Unsound Concept 


To be sure, the Defence Secretary's position is partly analogous to a CDS 

since the Ministry is responsible for inter-Service coordination as well as 

for policy formulation, and often sits in judgment on purely military issues. 
But this arrangement is conceptually unsound and can never work satisfactorily. 
The abysmal ignorance of the majority of civil servants manning the Defence 
Ministry on tenure basis is well known. We do not have a permanent civil serv- 
ice for defence which could groom its members and equip them with adequate 
understanding of this highly complex organization before they reach top posi- 
tions. 


Some of the earlier Defence Secretaries had acquired such understanding dur1i.g 
long years of service in the Ministry. The last two or three incumbents had 
probably never been within miles of a military establishment when they found 
themselves occupying the chair. Apart from participating in the annual circus 
organized by the navy for VIPs (this year's naval exercises seem to have been 
more purposeful), which Defence Secretary has bothered to attend even one 
military exercise, or shown any interest in it? How can such functionaries 
coordinate operational and other activities of the different Services? 
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The political leadership in this country has shown remarkable naivety in 
succumbing to the apprehension that the appointment of a Chief of Defence 
Staff will somehow bring military dictatorship nearer. A little reflection 
will show that in this the bureaucrat has taken the politician for a ride. 
It should be realized that in India much real power is already concentrated 
in the army Chief who continu function as Commander-in-Chief, 
despite the cosmetic change in designation to Chief of Army staff in the 
ties. ity of ambitious military men making a bid for 
vernmental power is always there in the best of political systems. That 
his has not happened, nor is likely to happen, in our country is a tribute 
as much to the apolitical professionalism of our armed forces and the matur- 
ty of their leaders, as to the deep-rooted sturdiness of our democratic 
apparatus. It is only if there is total collapse of the existing system and 
a power vacuum is created that military intervention can be envisaged, if 
ly to ensure national survival. 
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Serious Flaw 


The point relevant to the present discussion is that the appointment of aCDS 


will in fact weaken the existing power of the Chiefs and to that extent lessen, 


and not increase, the chances of a coup. The CDS's post, far from providing 
a despotic ladder to dictatorship, should be seen to lead well away from it. 


Actually, there has been no known instance of a CDS overthrowing an established 
government or being party to subversion. It would, therefore, be a good thing 


if the powers that be were to rid themselves of this phobia and proceed to 
remedy what is indeed a serious flaw in our higher defence organization. 


Once the idea is accepted in principle the military wing of the Cabinet Secre- 


tariat, which services the Chiefs of Staff Committee, could be located in the 


Prime Minister's office and strengthened tably to provide staff support to 
the CDS. It will then be immune from par n pressures and also enable the 
head of government to get a close feel ot! defence pulse. This will also, 


° ° " ‘ -“s494 " : . . . > > 2 a 
incidentally, help to fill a known gap in the Prime Minister's office which 


has plenty of expertise in the economic and political fields but none in 


are apt to breed complacence so that overdue reforms like this are ignored. 
The temptations to continue with the status quo are many but the consequences 
in future war (which may not be as distant as some people fondly believe) 

m nt turn ut ¢f be ina The time to take a bold decision is now. 


epeated pronouncements that our armed forces are ready to meet any eventuality 








INDIA 


GOVERNMENT DENIES REPORT ON RAO-KARMAL MEETING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Dehi, Aug 3--The Government today expressed concern over what 
appears to be a systematic campaign over the past two or three weeks by the 
censored Pakistan newspapers to give false news and make allegations about 
India. 


The latest of the reports, officially denied today, appeared on Sunday and 
alleged that Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, Minister for External Affairs, met Mr 
Babrak Karmal, President of Afghanistan, during his recent visit to Moscow. 


The report, described by an official spokesman as “a figment of a motivated 
imagination" and as "baseless and totally incorrect," alleged that Mr Rao and 
Mr Karmal discussed a joint strategy towards Pakistan. It further claimed 
that there was an agreement between the two that in case of a world conference 
being held on Afghanistan the Mujahedin (Afghan insurgents) would be kept 
away . 


The spokesman noted that the censored Pakistani press was "giving currency to 
such misinformation on different issues." Another recent example of such 
false and "mischievous" reports was that India had allegedly held "consulta- 
tions" with Israel on the questionofa possible attack on Pakistani nuclear 
installations. This report was immediately denied by the Indian Government. 


The spokesman said that the dissemination of such incorrect, unfounded reports 
"can affect the process of normalization of relations ani also contravenes the 
Simla agreement." 


PTI adds: Pakistani newspapers yesterday published a London datelined story, 
attributed to AGANCE AFGHAN PRESS, which quoted authoritative sources in Kabul 
as saying that Mr Karmal had secretly met Mr Rao in Moscow. Mr Karmal reached 
the Soviet Union from Czechoslovakia in the first week of July. Meanwhile, 

Mr Rao undertook his tour of the Soviet Union. 


The report quoted sources as saying that Mr Karmal and Mr Rao took stock of the 
issues of the U.S. aid programme to Pakistan and the European Economic Commun- 
ity Proposal on Afghanistan. Mr Rao was said to have expressed concern over 
the U.S. aid to Pakistan and stressed upon closer relations between Afghanistan 
aud India. 
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The AAP report said the meeting took place at the instance of the Soviet Union 
and Mr Karmal had apprised some of his Cabinet members of the details of this 
secret meeting. It said that according to Mr Karmal, Mr Narasimha Rao pron- 
ised that in the event of any world conference on Afghanistan, India would help 
secure representation for the Karmal Administration. 


The Afghan Minister for Industries and Minerals, Mr Mohammad Ismail Danish was 
also present at the time in the Soviet Union but he was not asked to partici- 
pate in the meeting, the report added. 


The U.S. Secretary of State, Mr Alexander Haig and Mr Rao met in Cancum yes- 
terday over breakfast and had an hour-long discussion on bilateral issues and 
matters concerning the subcontinent. Mr Rao conveyed to Mr Haig India's views 
regarding recent developments in the subcontinent and expressed concern over 
the USA's decision to supply sophisticated military hardware to Pakistan. He 
said this had only added to instability and high tension in the region. 


Mr Haig reportedly indicated the considerations that had weighed with the U.S. 
Administration and took note of India's perceptions both agreed to maintain 
personal contact and continue to meet when convenient. Mr Haig is expected to 
come to India later this year for the Indo-U.S. joint commission of which he 
and Mr Rao are co-c}: :men. 


Mr Haig gave Mr Rao a letter from President Reagan for Mrs Gandhi. The con- 
tents were not disclosed. Both noted that Mr Reagan and Mrs Gandhi would par- 
ticipate in the restricted 22-nation summit to be held at Cancun on October 22 
and 23 when the two leaders would get the first opportunity to meet each other. 
Incidentally, Mr Rao and Mr Haig were meeting personally for the first time, 
although Mr Rao had visited New York several times. 


CSO: 4220/7491 
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INDIA 


BENGAL MINISTER: BETTER TIES WITH DELHI UNDER JANATA 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] Bangalore, Aug 3--The Left Front Government in West Bengal expected its 
dismissal any time but "We will come again, even if there is to be a spell of 
Governor's rule, provided the elections are free and fair," Mr Prasanta Sur, 
West Bengal Minister for Local Self-Government and Urban Development said here. 


Mr Sur, who is here in connection with the celebration of the fourth anniversary 
of the West Bengal Left Front Government said the Centre-State relationship 

was far better during Janata rule at the Centre, than at present as far as 

West Bengal was concerned. The Centre was interfering at every stage and creat- 
ing obstacles now. 


Addressing a news conference, Mr Sur said there was discrimination in the allot- 
ment of foodgrains and starting of new industries. 


West Bengal's record in mobilising internal resources and additional revenue 
was the best in the country. The budget outlays had doubled in the last four 
years, the total amount going up from Rs 766 crores to Rs 1,585 crores. 


Special efforts had been made to boost agricultural production. The ratio of 
Plan and non-Plan expenditure had been brought down to 1:2. 


Collections under the Small Savings Scheme had gone up from a mere Rs 46 crores 
in 1976-77 to Rs 200 crores during last year. 


Mr Sur felt there was discrimination in the allocation of the State's share of 
Central tax proceeds. It had been represented to the Seventh Finance Commis- 
sion that West Bengal was eligible to get more from the divisible pool of 
Central taxes. 


He claimed that the law and order situation in his State was good and there 
was peace and tranquility, but for the infighting in Congress(I) ranks. 


His Government had not enforced the National Security Act, which was "“undemo- 
cratic." It also opposed the latest Ordinance banning strikes in essential 
services. 
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He said the State was expected to achieve self-suf n power by 1982-83. 
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INDLA 


INDUSTRY, PEOPLE REPORTED BACKING ORDINANCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p l 


[Excerpt] New Delhi, July 28. Notwithstanding the sharp criticism levelled 
by trade unionists and opposition leaders, official circles are generally 
pleased with the reaction by industry and public opinionto the ordinance en- 
powering the government to back strikes. 


Industry has warmly applauded the measure and pointed out that it is the result 
of irresponsible trade unionism. 


The prolonged strike by the public-sector employees in Bangalore and the dis- 
ruption of oil production in Assam are cited as among the major recent examples 
of how indystrial action has cost the national exchequer crores of rupees. 


Strikes, it is pointed out, have become endemic and hardly a day passes with- 
out news of them from one region or the cther from one industry or the other. 


With politicalisation of the trade unions, strikes are not always in defence 
of the workers’ wages, emoluments or other benefits. Many strikes have been 
called to promote one political line or the other. 


Industry's reaction was summed up by Mr Naval H. Tata who said that some trade 
unions had brought the ordinance about by ‘frivolous abuse and exploitation" 
of the right to strike. 


The view is shared not only by other captains of industry but also by the mass 
of people who appear to be fed up by the growing indiscipline in ordinary life. 


They share the .overnment’s hope that the proposed ban on strikes would facili- 
tate the maintenance of essential services and give a filip to industrial 
production. 


How far this would contribute to tackling the menace of inflation is a differ- 
ent matter. In fact, the recent measures announced by the government in this 


regard have failed to inspire confidence. 


"It is like presenting the budgetary proposals in driblets," is one cynical 
comment about the series of measures announced in the psst two weeks. “It is 
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nothing like the promisec anti-intiationary package. Ic is more like panic 
. = 7 2 
reaction. The government appears to be confused about what to do. 


To these critics, it appears that the finance minister's major assumptions-- 
about containing inflation, about unearthing black money and about infusing 
fresh investment in industry--have all proved to be wrong. 
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KEISHING ALLEGES FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR MANIPUR REBELS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 81 p 6 
[Text] Imphal, July 28--Foreign countries appear to be backing the insurgents 
in Manipur to revolt against the Government, the Chief Minister, Mr Rishang 
Keishing, told the State Assembly on Monday. He however, did not name the 
countries. 


The Assam and Manipur Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, was being en- 
forced in the State to contain insurgency, the Chief Minister told Mr 0. Joy 
Singh, a People's Democratic Front member,who had urged him to revoke the Act, 
as the security personnel had committed “excesses in the name of this Act.” 


Mr Keishing said the security personnel should seek the help of public leaders 
in the discharge of their duties. Those found guilty of being involved in any 
incident were being punished. 


The Chief Minister said the Government had taken all possible measures to con- 
tain the insurgency movement. 


The measures included deployment of armed personnel, patroiling by security 
forces, enforcement of the Unlawful Activities (prevention) Act, 1967 and the 
National Security Act, 1980. 


Security measures had been tightened all along the international border to pre- 
vent the infiltration of outlawed elements. 


No political settlement 
Welcoming talks with insurgents on their problems within the framework of the 
Constitution, Mr Keishing firmly said there would not be any political settle- 


ment as long as the extremists had the secessionist feeling. 


He said the Government had appealed to the extremists many times to surrender. 
The surrendered youths were being rehabilitated.--PTI 








INDIA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 8l p 9 
[Text] Agartala, July 30--There has been a steady rise in incidents of crime, 
mainly dacoities committed by armed “miscreants” from Bangladesh on Indian 
markets and villages along the State's 889-KM international border. 


The Border Security Force and the border wing of the Home Guard have been put 
on the maximum alert to combat the situation. hree peoplie--one alleged smug- 
gler and two raiders--were killed and several injured in border firing and 
clashes during the last week. 


ae | rh 


One more cattle lifter was hacked 


o death by villagers at Nidaya in the Sona- 
mura subdivision opposite Comilla distr 


ict in Bangladesh on July 2/7. 


BSF personnel had to ‘ire in self defence in the Khulubari, Madhuban and the 
Sonamura subdivisional town on July 26, 23 and 28, respectively, to confront 
attacks by armed raiders from across the border, it was officially stated. 
Several raiders sustained bullet injuries though they escaped. 


me alleged smuggler was killed in the Narayanpur area near Agartala airport on 
July 22 during the BSF firing when he crossed over into Indian territory fron 
Bangladesh driving an auto-rickshaw »acked with contraband defying the BSF 
warning. 


About 35 armed miscreants from Sylhr. raided Ganganagar village in Kamalpur 
subdivision on July 25 and became involved in a clash with the village resis- 
tance part ere [wo of the raiders were killed. 

\ mbined detachment of the State police and the BSF has intensified a round- 
the-clo ig and patr ing in the area to check further attacks from across 
the border nother armed gar: of about 30 raided Cahlitabari village in the 

Simma area, about 25 km off here on July 2/7 and looted four houses. The mis- 
reants, however, escaped into Bangladesh unhurt. One villager was seriously 
niured during the attack ; 

Meanwhile, a survey has been carried out to erect an t t-high barbed 

wire fencing in the thickly populated areas along the international border 
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with the State's three northern subdivisions--Kailasahar, Kamalpur and Dharma- 
nagar opposite Sylhet district in Bangladesh. The project is being implemented 
on the instructions of the Union Home Ministry. The security posts along 
Tripura's border with the Chittagong hills of Bangladesh have been reinforced, 
it is officially stated. 


The BSF has seized contraband worth nearly Rs 27 lakhs so far this year. 
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TRENDS IN SMUGGLING OF GOLD, SILVER REPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 81 p 9 


[Text] Calcutta, July 28. A large quantity of precious metals, especially 
gold and silver, has gone out of India, mainly to West Asia. The illegal traf- 
fic, which occurred at the height of hostilities between Iran and the United 
States, reversed dramatically the traditional direction of the movement of gold 
temporarily. The gold rouic, which ends traditionally in India, is functioning 
as before and the metals are coming in again. 


Local customs authorities who confirmed this however, did not venture any 
estimates as to how much precious metals, especially gold, might have left the 
country. 


They recalled an estimate made in an official bulletin on the movement of pre- 
cious metals in the European and American markets according to which a large 
quantity, running into tonnes, had left India to end up elsewhere. 


Local bullion merchants, also confirming the reverse movement, could explain 

it in some detail. The decision of the Americans to freeze Iranian cash and 
assets in U.S. banks sent Iranians into panic. The shiver was felt by some Arab 
countries as well which also used to deposit their huge oil profits in the U.S. 


Along with Iran, they started panic buying of precious metals from whatever 
source possible, wishing to invest solidly. Thus, some clandestine movement 

of the metals occurred from all over the country. A number of seizures by the 
customs were made in different regions. One unreported seizure made in eastern 
India amounted to over Rs 3 crores. 


However, there was no accurate estimate of the quantity that had actually 
left India. Officially also the number of arrests made inthis connection, 
was kept a secret. 


In fact, according to the bullion merchants the outward flow of silver continues, 
although in smaller quantities than before. The reason for this movement is 

that the poor in Iran and other countries, in common with their Indian counter- 
parts, cannot afford to buy gold and prefer silver instead. 


In India, silver is not used very largely for photography or electronics, as 
in the advanced countries. Therefore, they too look to India as the best 
source of silver supply. 








With gold traffic becoming normal again, it is coming in from Bangladesh and 
Nepal as before. However, there can be no doubt that the starting points are 
elsewhere, according to experts. 


Customs circles said that to date, the seizures this year amounted to Rs 1.60 
crores, almost the entire amount recorded last year. The contraband was mostly 
in such consumer items like tape-recorders, cassettes, transistors, cameras, 
textiles, watches and other fancy items. The presence of a large scale racket 
was suspected behind the systematic smuggling of watches, and a single haul 
recently fetched Rs 4 million. 


The remarkable feature of the present day smuggling seems to be the large- 

scale involvement of youth, generally in the 18 to 30 age group. Some of them 
are well educated. Quite apart from unemployment or other social problems, a 
crisis of values is also apparent among these people. The youth are interested 
in making large sums of money as quickly as possible. The gangs which used 

them are always heavily armed, and the risks are great for both the law enforcers 
and the law breakers. 


CSO: 4220/7444 


89 





INDIA 


HARYANA MINISTER ABROAD SEEKING INVESTMENTS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 9 


[Text] Chandigarh, July 30--Mr Bhajan Lal, Chief Minister of Haryana, is 
visiting the U.K., the USA and Canada because several Indian settlers there 
are awaiting a personal invitation from him to invest in Haryana. 


Disclosing this here to reporters today, Mr Bhajan Lal said that an earlier team 
of officials visiting foreign countries had come back with this impression. 
Hence his visit from August 2. 


He did not say anything when asked if earlier attempts to woo investors among 
Indian settlers abroad had yielded any results. But he said that the Govern- 
ment of India was also keen on transfer of technology and that his programme 
was being prepared by Indian missions abroad. 


He said that many Indians abroad felt that the climate in Haryana for setting 
up industry was better than many other States. Leaders from other States had 
also made foreign visits in this connexion. 


Asked if the question of distribution of river waters between Punjab and Har- 
yana would be solved, he said the Prime Minister was to give her decision. Mr 
Bhajan Lal had postponed his visit this month on the plea that the solution of 
river waters dispute was more important. 


Referring to the decisions by the Cabinet, at its meeting today, he said that 
evacuee land, occupied by people earlier than 1975, would be sold to those peo- 
ple provided they did not have more than five standard acres of their own. The 
price would be Rs 15,000 per acre for the first two acres and Rs 20,000 each 
for the remaining three acres. 


For Harijans, the price would be Rs 10,000 and Rs 12,000, respectively, which 
could be paid in 10 six-monthly installments. There were about 1,730 acres of 
such land in the State. 


The Cabinet decided that stamp paper would j.or be required for deeds while 
setting up a small-scale industrial unit. 
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Commenting on recent reports, the Chief Minister said there was no question 
of reviving cases against Mr Bansi Lal or instituting cases against his rela- 
tions. He also denied there was a move to raise college fees or that there 
had been any CiD screening of students for admissions. 


The power situation had also improved and sufficient electricity had been sup- 


plied for transplanting of paddy. The recent rain had helped agriculture in 
all parts of the State. 
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ARTICLE KFVIEWS PROGRESS OF NATION'S SPACE PROJECTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 pp 2,7 


{Article by T. N. Ashok: 
(Text ] 


C* 21 November 1963, a tiny, 
US-made Nike Apache roc- 
ket blasted’ off from the small 
launching pad at the Thumba 
Equatorial Launching Station 
(TERLS) near Trivandrum, 
ushering im the era of space re 
search in the country. Now, less 
than 18 years later, India has 
mot only demonstrated its capa- 
bility to build and laurch its 
own satellites but also to con- 
trol and manoeuvre them high 


8 ee perhaps than 
re g 
the technological expertise de 
monstrated by India’s space 
scientists is their resilience and 
comfidence, particularly in the 
face of the setbacks inevitable in 
such a research programme. 
Whether or not the APPLE 
(Ariane Passenger Pay Load 
Experiment) satellite — current 
ly in the news — completes the 
projected tasks of its mission, 
these new heroes of the country 
have already shown that they 
will mot be disheartened by pro 
blems in seeking to bring to the 
country the benefits of space re 
search in communications, earth 
observation and other fields a> 
cording to plan. 

Space research is one area 
where techrology transfer is next 


to impossible and tue accent in 
India’s programme has, there 
fore, been on “do it yourself”. In 
the field of rocketry in parti 
cular India has had to start vir- 
tually from scratch, making the 
hard, sweated climb up the lad 
der of indigenisation. 

Thirgs have been a little 
easier in regard to satellite tech- 
nology, as India has been able 
to shop for designs in the inter- 
mational space market and opt 
for the ones most suitable. Once 
these have been choser, India 
has been able to get down quick 
ly to making the hardware. 

So India’s first satellite, Arya- 
bhata, was fabricated more than 
six years ago and launched on 
19 April, 1975 from the Soviet 
Union. Bhaskara I, an earth 
observation satellite, was also 

t into space in the same way. 

th are still in orbit. 

Meanwhile a dedicated band 
of scientists headed by Dr Vasant 
Gowarikar, a propellant expert, 
had through a process of cons- 
tant innovation developed a 
rocket system at the Trivandrum 
station, mow known as the Vik- 
ram Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC). The gap between satel- 
lite technology and rocketry was 
slowly being bridged. 


The first experimental flight 
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"How India Arrived as Space Power"] 


of the full-fledged satellite launch 
vehicle, SLV-3, failed, with the 
rocket nosediving into the Bay 
of Bengal off the picturesque 
island of Sriharikota im Andhra 
Pradesh. This must have been 
quite depressing for the more 
than 10,000 space scientists in 
the four major research centres. 
There were attempts by some 
within the Indian Space Re- 
search Organisation (ISRO) to 
pin the blame om one or the 
other group. Sources at the 
Auxiliary Propulsion Unit 
(APU), Bangalore, felt the VSSC 
was responsible and said the 
rocket had dipped into the sea 
for lack of fuel in the second 
stage system, with the fuel drain- 
ing off even before lift-off. VSSC 
sources countered by sayirg 
that the APU failed to make the 
fuel control valves of the second 
stage rocket to exact specifica- 


The ISRO authorities, how- 
ever, did not allow all .this to 
come in the way of identifying 
and rectifying the problem and 
within months their efforts were 
crowned with success. On 18 
July, 1980. the 35kg Rohini 
satellite (RS-1) was shot into 
orbit on the second experimental 
flight on SLV-3. 

















Rohini-I is still going round the earth every 95 minutes and has completed over 
4,000 orbits. It has lived much longer than its projected life of 90 days in 
Bpace. 


There was, however, another setback on the first development flight of the 
four-stage launch vehicle. SLV-3 D-I launched the 38-kg Rohini II from Sri- 
harikota on 31 May. But the satellite failed to reach its projected orbit, 
attaining an apogee of 400 kms and a perigee of 182 kms against the planned 

864 kms and 284 kms respectively. It burnt up in the atmosphere within nine 
days. It was originally designed for a life-span of 300 days. This was revised 
to 90 days on launching, but the satellite fell far short. 


However, ISRO scientists, including Vehicle Director M S R Dev and his young 
team, refused to be deterred. They got down immediately to analysing the 
failure--due to faults that occurred during the separation of the burnt out 
third stage and the spin-up and ignition of the fourth stage. 


The crucial task is to make the apogee booster motor fail-safe so that the more 
ambitious Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) and Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) can become operational as planned in the ISRO's Rs 900 crore ten- 
year (1981-90) space profile. 


The apogee booster motor apparently failed to provide the necessary thrust at 
the fourth stage for Rohini-II to achieve the planned orbit. But, although 
the same motor was to boost the APPLE satellite into geo-stationary orbit, 
India's space scientists decided to go ahead with its launch on 19 June by the 
European Space Agency's Ariane rocket from Kourou in French Guyana. 


And their confidence appears to have paid some dividends as the apogee booster 
motor performed better, although not to full satisfaction, on board APPLE in the 
attempt to put the 670-kg experimental communications satellite into a geo- 
stationary orbit. 


Even while scheduling the next development flight of SLV-3 for some time 
around February next, the space scientists have begun to train their eyes 

on the ASLV and PSLV, which will launch future satellites. These rockets, 
with added booster power, will be able to carry satellites of between 150 kg 
and 700 kg into space. 


The PSLV, according to present plans, is to launch a 670 kg Indian Remote 
Sensing Satellite (IRS-I) by 1985 or 1986 from a launching pad which is yet 
to be decided. A secluded 1,000-metre high hill on the Tamilnadu-Andhra Pra- 
desh border is expected to be used for the launching. This is because the PSLV 
would require the testing of liquid fuel rockets which deliver an initial 
thrust of 60 tonnes--six times that of the SLV-3. The attendant hazards rule 
out Sriharikota as the launch site. But an alternative site on the island is 
being selected for the launch of the ASLV. 


Only solid fuels have been used so far in the SLF-3 programme. But for bigger 
thrusts, liquid fuels too will be required. So far India had not moved into 
this field because of lack of infra-structure in liquid form. Now, however, 
about 2,000 hectares of land in the Mahendragiri Hills in Kanyakumari district 
is being acquired for a vast liquid fuel complex. 
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Meanwhile, India is having its 
satellites launched with the help 
of other countries. After APPLE 
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INDIA 


DEFENSE R&D ORGANIZATION PSYCHOLOGIST INTERVIEWED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] An eminent defence psychologist has justified naming of army battalions 
after religions regions or clans. 


"An appeal to an individual's religious sentiments or regional affiliations has 
been found to make the task of making the supreme sacrifice seem easy," Dr (Mrs) 
Avtar Pennathur told UNI reports UNI. 


Dr Pennathur, director of Psychological Research in the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation, was answering a question whether naming of army 
battalions after religions, regions or clans does not go against national 
and emotional integration. 


She said, “army is one single large national institution where integration takes 
place within a very short period." 


On the concept of martial clans evident in patterning Indian armed forces in 
the past Dr Pennathur said “traditionally the British established the army on 
ethnic pattern and with the passage of time certain classes came to be known 
as martial clans." 


However, this myth was exploded during the Kashmir operations in 1948 when 
troops from southern India, belonging to the so-called non-martial clans gave 
an excellent account of themselves in the battle along with others. 


However, she said “tradition does play a part and it is noted that individuals 
from certain sections or business communities will take a lot more time to make 
an easy adjustment to the services as the tradition, in the family or in the 
region for a military career is yet to take roots. 


She discounted reports that instructors at the IMA had detected suicidal ten- 
dencies in the cadet saying “it is generally not possible to detect suicidal 
tendencies in an individual three to four years prior to suicide. For it is 
a drastic act resulting from the individual's interaction with his environment 
and a feeling of severe rejection and depression.” 


Asked whether the question of prohibition in the armed forces had at any stage 
been referred to the directorate, Dr Pennathur said "there had never been any 
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requirement for having the subject of prohibition referred to us as contrary 
to common and popular belief, a large number of officers and men in the serv- 
ices are strict vegetarians and teetotallers." 


Rigid views about these matters could be counter-productive, she said. "What 
is necessary isto resort to measure which ensure moral” motivation and battle 
preparedness of our troops at all times to guard our extensive borders. 


She said primary emphasis of the directorate, set up in 1949, was on selection 
of officers and men for the armed forces with the three-fold objective of 
fitting the right man in the right job, reducing training wastage and provid- 
ing the services superior manpower. In the 60s, the directorate conducted 
research on leadership and management development and on applied areas like 
human factors, engineering and ideological research. 
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ECONOMIC RESEARCH COUNCIL REPORTS ON FIRST QUARTER 
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MORARJI DESAI HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE IN MADRAS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 81 p 4 


[Excerpt] Madras, July 30 (UNI)--The former Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, 
said today the government should have consulted the workers’ unions before 
bringing forward the ordinance banning strikes in essential services. 


Talking to newsmen on arrival here on a three-day visit to Tamil Nadu, he said 
he, however, did not want to oppose the ordinance because “the way the strikes 
are being indiscriminately resorted to, is not a healthy thing.” 


He did not feel that the ordinance would lead tothe imposition of emergency, 
as suggested by some opposition leaders, and said there was no provision in 
the constitution under which emergency could be imposed, except for meeting ex- 
ternal threats. 


Mr Desai said the present government was not in a position to meet the economic 
challenges facing the nation and the measures taken by it, like raising the 
taxes, would only add to inflationary pressures and push up the prices. For 

a country like India, only low-cost economy would work, whereas the government 
was following a high-cost policy, he added. 


Centre's Business 


He said the Centre had no business to interfere in the affairs of the state 
governments in the name of assessing their performance. 


When the Centre itself was in anarchy, how could it assess the »«rformance of 
the states, he asked. 


On the question of opposition unity, he said it would take time, adding even 
if they were all together they could not reduce the majority of the ruling 
party. However, if the government went out of office, there would be a coali- 
tion government ready, he added. 


About the arms build-up by Pakistan, Mr Desai said they had a right to buy 
arms just as India had. Even if Pakistan got all the arms in the world, 
India could still crush it in no time if she wanted, he said, and asked "Is 
India really afraid of Pakistan?" Even the challenge of a nuclear bomb by 
Pakistan could be met in “five minutes,” he said. 
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Conversion of Harijans 


About the large-scale conversion of Harijans to Islam in Tamil Nadu, Mr Desai 
said there was nothing to worry about it. People should see that social evils 
like untouchability were removed and such conversions would automatically stop. 


He said the Harijans might have acted in desperation, but pointed out that 
“desperation does not bring relief to anybody.” If foreign money was playing 
a role inthe conversions, it was for the government to take measures against 
it, he added. 


He said it was a “wrong thing” for the state government to have practically 
lifted prohibition in the state. 


The chief minister, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, was swearing by prohibition when he 


was the Prime Minister, he said and added this only meant that he had no 
respect for principles. 


CSO: 4220/7454 
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NATION EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER BANGLADESH PROPAGANDA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 1 


‘Text! 
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DELHI STUDYING REPORTS ON MASS CONVERS IONS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


government has taken se- 

. Tious note of reports of 
mass conversions allegedly with 
offers of temporal inducement, 
but is not considering any legis- 
lative or immediate admisistra- 
tive steps against it. 


According to Home Ministry 
sources, the major — 5 at 
this time is to investigate 
reasons behind mass _ ~ m.. 
im any area. 


The investigations have lar- 
gely been left to the State gov- 
ernment machinery with tie In- 
telligence Bureau of the Central 
Government carrying ut its 
own enquiries into the incidents 
such as have taken place in 
— : 4 Karnataka and Tamil- 
nadu. 


According to sources, the 
vernment does not want to 
any hasty actior which may 
— — and may fur- 
er aggravate comm pas- 
sions that have already become 
evident. 


The government, it is bo 
ed out, is ——— to its 
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vate affair. 

The issue of mass conversions 
and allurements is, however, a 
different issue altogether. 


ther action if it is defimitely 
proved that monetary or other 
alluremen 


the "Home Ministry strategy 
is to find « out why people en 
masse are motivated to shenee 


their #4 schemes for Hari- 
ckward 
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WORLD BANK LOAN FOR COASTAL REFINERIES RECOMMENDED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 81 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, July 30: The World Bank is likely to give $200 million aid 
to India for the expansion of coastal refineries at Bombay, Cochin, Madras and 
Vishakhapatnam, it is learnt. 


The bank's team, which visited this country in June for the evaluation of the 
projects to be financed, has recommended the amount. The aid proposal is 
likely to be cleared by the World Bank's board within the next two months. 


Finance ministry circles here are optimistic that the finances from the World 
Bank would be available before the end of the current calendar year. 


The Union cabinet has already approved a Rs 250 crore expansion programme for 
coastal refineries. According to official sources, the expansion schemes are 
already under implementation. It is stated that in view of the shortfall in 
refining capacity, the country cannot afford any further delays in the imple- 
mentation of these projects. 


The government has, therefore, allocated funds for these expansion schemes. 
Because of the shortfall in the refining capacity, the government will import 
this year over five million tonnes of petroleum products. This oniy means the 
outgo of additional foreign exchange. It is far more economical to import 
crude oil than finished products. 


Under the expansion plan, the Madras Refinery's capacity is to be expanded from 
2.8 million tonnes to 5.6 million tonnes, Vishakhapatnam from 1.5 to 4.5 mil- 
lion tonnes, Cochin from 3.3 to 3.5 million tonnes and the Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Refinery at Bombay by 0.6 million tonnes. 


All these expansion projects are expected to be completed by 1984. 


CSO: 4220/7454 


102 











INDIA 


SALEM STEEL PLANT TO BE COMMISSIONED 13 SEPTEMBER 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, July 30--The first stage of the newly built Salem Steel 
Plant of the State-owned Steel Authority of India--to produce 32,000 tonnes 

of cold-rolled stainless steel sheets and strips--will be formally commissioned 
on September 13. 


The chairman of SAIL, Mr K. C. Khanna, visited the plant site last week and 
switched on the coal-fired boiler on Friday, to start supplies of steam tc the 
piant units. The trial runs with the steel strip, a prelude to trial produc- 
tion, have already commenced. 


The decision to construct the plant at Salem in Tamil Nadu was announced by 
the Government of India in 1970. This was followed by the investment decision 
in 1972 after the Government examined the feasibility report. 


The Salem steel complex having sophisticated equipment and production methods, 
involved a capital investment of Rs 170 crores by the Union Government of which 
Rs 125 crores have already been spent on the first stage. 


Mr Khanna inspected the complete erection of the entire essential equipment 
for the commissioning of the plant as well as the utility complex supplying 
water, compressed air, steam and liquid petroleum gas for the various units 
of the complex. 


The steel plants at Bokaro and Rourkela, the works of the know-how advisers-- 
Peugeot Loire of France--the equipment suppliers and the related industries 

in India and abroad have imparted training to the Salem steel plant's personnel. 
Engineers and technicians numbering 340 have been trained or are under training 
in India. 


According to Salem steel plant authorities, 480 tons of imported steel hot 
hands, the input material for the first stage, have already been received. 
They have also placed orders on suppliers in Finland, West Germany and Japan 
for import of 10,000 tons of stainless steel hot hands by March next year. 


The Government of India is yet to decide on investment for the second stage 
of the Salem steel project. According to the project report, the second 
phase will raise the production level to 230,000 stainless steel sheets and 
strips annually--70,000 stainless steel sheets, 750,000 tons of other cate- 
gories of special steels. 
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INDIA 


STATISTICS ON MANDAY LOSSES FROM STRIKES GIVEN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Nearly 3.45 million mandays were lost due to strikes and lockouts in 
the country during the first three months (January-March) of this year, re- 
ports PTI. 


While the strikes took a toll of 1.87 million mandays the total number of man- 
days lost due to lockouts in the country during the first quarter of this 
calendar year was 1.59 million. 


According to an official breakup, the loss of mandays in the private sector was 
comparatively higher than the public sector. 


Strikes and lockouts in the public sector resulted in the loss of 1.03 million 
mandays as against a loss of 2.43 million mandays in the private sector. 


The loss of mandays due to strikes and lockouts during 1980 registered a 
steep increase with nearly 8 million mandays lost. 


As against the provisional figure of 12.91 million mandays loss during the 
previous year the latest available official information has put the total loss 
to 20.80 million mandays. 


The break-up of loss of mandays for 1980 is however not available. 


The mandays lost due to strikes and lockouts during the past decade was maximum 
in i979 when it had touched a record high of 43.85 million mandays. 


The next highest loss of mandays was 40.26 millions registered in 1974, followed 
by 28.34 million in 1978, 25.32 million in 1977, 21.90 million in 1975, 20.63 
million in 1973, 20.54 million in 1972, 16.55 million in 1971, and 12.75 

million in 1976. 
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INDIA 


MINISTER ANNOUNCES DROP IN INFLATION RATE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Aug 81 p 13 


[Text] Amritsar, August 1--The Union minister of state for finance, Mr S. S. 
Sisodia, told newsmen yesterday that the rate of inflation had come down to 13 
per cent. 


Industrial and agricultural production increased considerably in 1980-81. There 
was record food production of 130 million tonnes last year. Industrial produc- 
tion increased by nine per cent, he said. 


All this was possible despite the oil imports bill of Rs 500 crores. The gov- 
ernment was meeting this huge expenditure without resorting to any fresh taxa- 
tion, he added. 


The minister said the income-tax department was being strengthened to dispose 
of cases without delay in view of the mounting backlog of income-tax cases. 


Mr Sisodia, who was here to attend a two-day conference of senior officials of 
the customs revenue intelligence, BSF and the police to review the steps taken 
to curb smuggling, said a four-point programme had been formulated to curb 
smuggling of gold and silver by gangs operating in the border area. 


He said that the anti-smuggling measures taken by the government were being 
reviewed periodically. 


Mr Sisodia said 249 raids against smugglers were carried out in the Indo- 
Pakistani border area last year. Over 100 raids were conducted during the 


first six months this year. Goods worth Rs 1.28 crores were seized in 1980 
and goods valued of Rs 56 lakhs had been seized so far this year. 
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AIR FORCE TESTS NEW VERSION TRAINER AIRCRAFT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Aug 81 p 9 
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LOK DAL LEADERS HOLD DELHI PRESS CONFERENCE 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 10 


[Text] 


CSO: 


ME Lok Dal and its front or- 
- ganisation, All India Kisan 
Kamgar Sammelan, will organise 
week-long ‘direct action’ pre 
gramme in all the States bet- 


vement, dharnas, defiance of 
prohibitory orders and possibly 
peaceful hartais. The actual 
dates for the protest week will 
= sone by the party’s State 
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tee meeting in Delhi on Wed- 
nesday. The meeting discussed 
the current economic ard politi- 
cal situation and con- 


Mr said the deterio- 
rating law and order situation, 
gro corru and the Gov 
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SCIENCE ADVISORY UNIT DISCUSSES GENETIC ENGINEERING 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] 


TF iE Science Advisory Commit- 
i tee to the Union Cabinet has 


recommended the creation of an 
coordinate 


apex organisation to 

and encourage research in the 
‘frontier science’ of genetic en- 
gineering. 


dical ga? , 4 similar co 
ordinating es been sug 
Commission 


gested, Planning — 

member M S Swaminathan and 
chairman of the SAC told news 
men on Thursday. 


At the joint meetings of the 
Science Advisory Committee anc 
the Cabinet Committze oa science 
2rai Technology, Prime Minixer 
Indira Gandhi had eenphasised 
taat India ought to keep abreast 
of the developments in this field 
of ‘future-science.’ 

Ironically, many of the most 
successful scientists in che West 
tm this field are Indians and it 
was an indian scientizy who 
created history when ae won g 
legal battle of patents on a la 
—— genetic mate- 


In India, where biological 
sciences are still taught in the 
traditional manner, not much re- 
search has been done on the sub. 
ject, though a small number of 
scientists in different  universi- 
ties continue their lonely re- 
search. 

At the April meeting, Science 
and Technology Secretary Prof 
& G K Menon was asked to re 
port on the issue. Prof Menon 
convened a meeting of top scient- 
ists of the country. The meeting 
recommended that it was time 
that monev was invested in this 
crucia) field which may have tre 
mendous potential in agriculture, 
medicine and animal husbandry 
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underway, are towards a 
A. 3. using 


of genes, the 
building blocks of living matter, 
for creating  disease-fighting 


crops and animals. The invest. 
ment in genetic engineering by 
universities, governments and in- 
dustrial combines runs into 
of millions of dollars 
Prof. Menon’s report said an 
initial investment of about Rs 20 
crore would be needed to fulfil 
the fowr-point task of the Bio. 
technology Board. 


come to the rescue of scientists 
who are working in the field and 
are finding it t to procure 
the 7 segue ane —4 
individual scientists or 

teams im the ¢ inii- 
vidu Board would help 


scientists now working in the dis. 


cipline abroad. 

The board. Dr Swaminathan 
taid, would also work to promote 
educational manpower and deve- 
lopment and would heln devic2 
suitable courses and ‘syllabi for 
universities and institutions to 
help create a large body of scien- 
tific manpower in this advanced 
science. 
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GANDHI MEETS PRESS AT END OF KASHMIR VISIT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Srinagar, July 26. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi said today that India's 
concern over arming of Pakistan by the US stemmed from our perception of the 
larger context of general escalation of confrontation, resulting from the 

global strategy of the US. 


She stressed that the US arms aid to Pakistan was “not just an isolated devel- 
opment." The US strategy is clear: to fight their wars on somebody else's ter- 
ritory and not on their own. 


The induction of large quantities of most sophisticated arms in India's neigh- 
bourhood was a matter of natural concern for this country, she said and reiter- 
ated the need for continuous modernisation of our own defence forces. 


The Prime Minister was addressing newsmen at the end of her 3-day visit to the 
valley. 


Asked if US arming of Pakistan was likely to affect the process of normalisa- 
tion of Indo-Pak relations, Mrs Gandhi said. ‘It is really like walking on a 
razor's edge. Avoidance of war is the best course which is equally necessary 
for India and Pakistan. Accordingly, we have been trying our best for friend- 
ship with then.’ 


There was no point in renewing the offer of a ‘no-war pact’ after it had been 
rejected by Pakistan. Mrs Gandhi added: it was Pakistan's proposal, and now 
they had themselves rejected it. 


Mrs Gandhi said there was no denying that the US had decided to supply F-16 
planes to Pakistan. 


About relations with China, she said India had taken an initiative to improve 
them. But improvement could not be accomplished in a day. 


Mrs Gandhi informed that she had not discussed any “details” of political co- 


operation between the Cong-I and the ruling National Conference with Sheikh 
Abdullah during her three-day visit to the valley. 
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Denying that her unscheduled visit to Kashmir had any ‘unusual political sig- 
nificance," she told newsmen that the main purpose of her visit was to review 
the developmental process in the State. 


Mrs Gandhi later returned to Delhi after visiting the Raj Bhavan. 


Asked if her visit was expected to result in ‘a new accord or discord’ with 
the Sheikh, she said ‘neither.' 


She informed that she had not discussed forging of electoral alliance between 
their two parties, nor the question of forming a coalition government of the 
Cong-I and the NC in the State as reported in a section of the press. 


Asked if her party would continue to have confrontation with the National Con- 
ference, Mrs Gandhi said: When a party is in the opposition, some confrontation 
is bound to be there. But we have to see that it remains within limits, and 
does not cause harm to either. 


Mrs Gandhi said that her party was in the opposition not only in this State 
but in some other States also. ‘We try to carry on with all Governments by 
having some working arrangement with them, ‘ she added. 


Asked if she had succeeded in her attempt for a rapprochement with the Sheikh, 
Mrs Gandhi said, "This rapprochement is nothing new. It has been there since 
long. But in between, some unfortunate statements (by Sheikh) were made and 
he has told me that he has been misreported by the press." 


Mrs Gandhi told reporters that she had so far not thought over the legal as- 
pects of the Opposition demand for a reduction of the State Assembly's term 
from six to five years. 


Mrs Gandhi said there was no constitutional provision preventing the Prime 
Minister from undertaking a review of the performance by the States. 


She said to whichever State she had gone, her visit proved helpful both to the 
Centre and the States. 


Answering a question, Mrs Gandhi denied that she had asked the West Bengal 
Government T. N. Singh to quit his post. Somebody had gone to him and made 
this suggestion, she said. 


About her recent meeting with the former Union Minister, Dr Karan Singh, 
Mrs Gandhi said it concerned ‘other matters.’ He did not seek entry into the 
Cong-I. 


The Sheikh and the PM had two meetings today. The pre-lunch talks were held 
mostly without aids. The discussion on various issues of strategic importance 
were continued after the luncheon meeting. Mrs Gandhi was greeted at the Sheikh's 
residence, among others, by Begum Abdullah. Earlier at the guest house, Mrs 
Gandhi introduced her family members to the Sheikh. Earlier Principal Secre- 

tary P. C. Alexander to the Prime Minister, called on the Chief Minister. 


CSO: 4220/7435 
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GANDHI SAID TO GAIN FROM VISIT TO KASHMIR 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] 
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INDIA 


GANDHI, OTHERS DISCUSS STRIKE BAN ORDINANCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 1 


[Excerpt] New Delhi, July 28 (UNI & PTI)--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, said today any conduct resulting in cessation or substantial retar- 
dation of work in essential services was punishable under the maintenance of 
essential services ordinance. 


This meant that lay-offs and lock-outs also came under the purview of the 
ordinance, she said. 


Addressing a rally of Delhi Electric Supply Undertaking (DESU) workers, who 
had gone to the Prime Minister's residence in support of the ordinance, Mrs 
Gandhi said the government was forced to resort to this measure for improving 
the economic situation. 


She said that the ordinance was only a temporary measure and hoped there would 
be no need to extend its tenure beyond six months. 


Mrs Gandhi exhorted the workers to maintain discipline and increase production. 


Referring to the gigantic problem of unemployment, the Prime Minister stressed 
it was only through sustained work and pragmatic programmes in which the work- 
ing class had a pivotal role to play that the government could succeed in era- 
dicating poverty and generate more employment. 


Defending the recent hike in the prices of petrol and petroleum products, 
Mrs Gandhi said the government was forced to take this step to mobilise addi- 
tional resources and for intensifying oil prospecting. 


Earlier, the INTUC president, Mr N. K. Bhatt, assured the Prime Minister of 
the support of the working class to the ordinance. 


Mr Bhatt urged the government to ensure that undue advantage of the ordinance 
was not taken to victimise the workers. 


To this, Mrs Gandhi said that necessary precautions would be taken. 


Participating in a panel discussion on the ordinance on the Delhi Doordarshan, 
Mr Zail Singh, Union home minister, said that suitable legislative measures 

would be introduced in the coming session of Parliament to obviate the neces- 
sity of essential services personnel to go on strike to fulfill their demands. 


112 








The minister denied that the ordinance was aa “sati-labour” measure. 


Stating that the government was pro-labour, Mr Zail Singh said the measure 
was introduced to prevent “miscreant elements” from exploiting the gullible 
labour by forcing them to go on wildcat strikes. 


Asked why the ordinance was promulgated when Parliament was to meet shortly, 
Mr Zail Singh pointed out that the ordinance was issued a day before the Pres- 
ident signed the order summoning Parliament. 


The argument that the government had initiated the measure as it had failed 
to control the situation on the industrial front was “baseless,” the home 
minister said. Against 13 million man-days lost owing to strikes in 1980-81, 
the total man-days lost during 1978-79 was 44 million, he pointed out. 


/Mr Zail Singh said workers in essential services could show their protests in 
support of their demands by wearing black badges. Such protests would invite 
prompt attention of the government and at the same time would not affect the 
public, he said./ [in boldface] 


Appropriate measures would also be taken against those who resorted to go-slow, 
pen-down and work-to-rule strikes in essential services, either in public sec- 
tor or private sector, he added. 


Mr Zail Singh denied that workers in essential services run by private 
sector were not covered by the ordinance. There was no discrmination and if 
there were any loopholes, they would be plugged, he said during the 20-minute 
discussion. 


CSO: 4220/7440 
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EDITORIAL URGES MORE TRADE WITH LATIN AMERICA 


Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 8 


[Editorial] 


THR HHT 
lh ‘ay iia i 
iss He dit Rhee y ae 
f rat ti aH. ye h Ht at 
eel gyitbe fies 


Ht | lis iF ee adiith 


IR ra HHT 
Alia ff i a nt Tf 
gupbei ts 


PALM i Bret Bt 
AU HM 


Bab ah Geo eg8. at. Sebobo 





114 











INDIA 


CONCERN OVER RISE IN EXTREMIST ACTIVITY NOTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] The Government is greatly concerned over the resurgence of left ex- 
tremist activity in the last three years, reports UNI. 


According to the latest official assessment despite fragmentation into innumer- 
able groups, the movement as a whole had gained strength with an estimated men- 
bership of over 30,000 with increasing influence among industrial workers, 
peasants and agricultural labour. 


During 1980, 305 incidents of violence occurred in the country compared to 233 
in the preceding year. In the first quarter of 1981, the trend has continued 
unabated. 


The States affected by extremist violence in order of priority are: Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Tamilnadu, Kerala, Tripura, Punjab Assam, UP and 
Maharashtra. 


Of these Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal are said to be the worst affected. 


Though some groups like those led by Mr S. N. Singh and Mr C. P. Reddy are 
presently emphasising ‘participation inopen activities, the cumulative effect 
of the activities of various extremist groups is said to point to the increase 
in the militancy of the extremist groups. 


The Home Ministry would like the states to evolve a proper mix of ameliorative 
and stringent administrative measures to cope with this problem. 


It feels that land legislation and related land reform me: sres should be 
expediti ‘sly completed in the states where the implementation process is very 
tardy. 


There should be a more stringent application of the available laws and proper 
utilisation of existing legal and administrative p.ovisions to prevent the 
activists from instigating violence. 


There should also be a better collection of intelligence. 


CSO: 4220/7433 
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€ 
EDITORIAL NOTES TROUBLES LEADING TO STRIKE BAN 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Trade union leaders and Opposition parties have been understandably 
indignant over the Ordinance banning strikes in essential services as it only 
confirms their earlier fears of probable "anti-labour"™ policies for which they 
had already planned organized protests. Political leaders other than those of 
the Congress(I) find proof in the Ordinance of the creeping authoritarianism 
which they expect to increase with the Government's increasing inability to 
show significant economic gains. Such strong reactions were quite predictable, 
but they do not minimize the importance and relevance to the creation of the 
conditions in which the use of drastic powers under the Ordinance can be kept 
to the minimum and invoked only as a last resort to allay misgivings about the 
Government's intentions. However, neither the trade unions nor the Opposition 
leaders are unaware of the growing feelings of dismay and disgust among the pub- 
lic when organized workers transgress reasonable limits of collective action. 


Banking is one of the worst examples of the power of organized workers to dis- 
rup* normal life. There seems to be no end to the Reserve Bank employees' 
demands (including hereditary rights of employment) and their capacity to dis- 
rupt banking operations. The capture of all the commanding heights of the econ- 
omy by the State has vigtually resulted in a double paralysis, caused by the 
workers on one side and managerial shortcomings on the other, a major factor 

in the current economic crisis. More than the lawful strikes which can be 
accepted as the ultimate weapon of workers to secure attention to their demands, 
it is the obnoxious forms of collective action like go-slow, work-to-ruie, 
lightning work stoppages and violence which need to be curbed with a firm hand. 
Whether the latest Ordinance is an answer remains to be seen. 


No democrat can be happy over curbs on freedom of association and action which 
are repugnant to our ideas of civil liberties. However, both political and 
trade union leaders should search their hearts to find what they have done to 
promote responsible trade unionism in this country before they condemn out- 
right the Government's efforts to introduce some kind of order. Whether or not 
the Ordinance is a move in the right direction, the Government had at some stage 
to reach the conclusion that it cannot abdicate its own responsibility for doing 
something about the deteriorating situation in industrial relations. It can be 
argued, however, that methods of persuasion which are integral to a democratic 
system have not really been tried to establish conclusively that labour is 
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unwilling to accept a code of conduct suited to the national interest. For 
political reasons, Union Ministers for Labour have always created the impres- 
sion that their main concern in their periodical dialogues with trade union 
leaders is how to enlarge benefits and privileges, not to match rights with 
obligations to raise productivity and promote discipline. The Prime Minister 
met labour leaders in July last year for a preliminary exchange of views on 
the economic situation and to stress workers' cooperation, but there has been 
little evidence since then of a labour policy being evolved to secure such 
cooperation. 


The neglect so far of all attempts to face labour with the grim choices before 
the Indian economy and seek its support was a serious mistake, particularly if 
it was based on the Government's own belief in its capacity for taking pre- 
emptive action to overcome opposition to its policies. The Ordinance is aimed 
primarily at the employees of the public sector controlling the essential serv- 
ices (hence perhaps the non-inclusion of lockouts and lay-offs within its scope) 
in which politically inspired strikes to protest against economic policies may 
cause disruption to the economy or the administration. However, the temptation 
to use the wide powers for political purposes should be resisted. In particular, 
these powers should not be invoked to enforce compulsory diversion of any por- 
tion of wages, D.A. or bonus to provident funds or other forms of saving, much 
less to determine normal wage agreements. 


CSO: 4220/7456 
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INDIA 


FALL IN STRIKES, INCIDENTS SINCE 1978 REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 14 


[Text] New Delhi, July 28 (UNI)--The government is greatly concerned over the 
industrial climate in the country though the number of strikes and violent in- 
cidents had sharply declined over the last three years. 


The number of strikes fell from 2,117 in 1978 to 1,336 in 1979 and to 899 in 
1980. For the current year, up to March, the figure was 255. 


As for violent incidents, these declined from 840 in 1978 to 682 in 1979 and to 
542 in 1980. For the first quarter of this year, it was 177. 





According to the latest assessment of the home ministry, “the industrial cli- 
mate in the country continues to be characterised by a highly political trade 
union movement with intense inter-union rivalries at local levels, at times 
cutting across trade union loyalties and discipline." 


The home ministry's note says: "Utter absence and disregard of trade union 
norms and industrial culture by labour and at times by the employers militated 
against the development of normal industrial relationship. Such a situation 
which generates a climate of distrust and indiscipline takes a heavy toll of 
industrial production." 


The ministry's assessment forms the backdrop for the essential services main- 
tenance ordinance issued by the President yesterday. 


The note says that “some of the traditionally disturbed industrial areas in 
the country such as Bombay-Thane belt, the Faridabad-Ballabhgarh industrial 
complex, the West Bengal area and the Madras-Chingleput belt continued to 
exhibit a high level of disturbance." 


According to the ministry, the strict handling of strikes by the workers of 
public sector undertakings--locomen and LIC employees--had led to a defirite 
feeling in the minds of the central trade union organisations that the govern- 
ment was bent upon handling the labour situation in a firm manner. 


The ministry has called upon state governments to set up labour cells in 
their respective home departments to monitor information relating to labour 
actions which are likely to lead to industrial unrest, violence and disruption 
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in production. This would help streaming the working of the law and order 
machinery, particularly in areas prone to frequent labour unrest and taking 
effective and prompt measures to deal with such a situation. 


The ministry has also forwarded to the states a five-point plan of action to 
contain labour unrest and to improve the industrial climate. 


The suggestions are as follows: 


The conciliation and adjudication machinery of the labour departments should 
be activised so that prompt action is taken on all labour demands, grievances 
and disputes to prevent them from becoming a subject matter of agitations. 


It should be impressed upon the managements that they should be more respon- 
sive to the legitimate demands of the workers. 


Any tendency on the part of the workers to take law into their own hands and 
to indulge in violent acts should be firmly dealt with. 


The law and order authorities should avoid getting involved in bona fide 
labour-management disputes unless an offence is committed or there is an 
apprehension of breach of the peace. The district authorities should not 
appear to be taking any side in the disputes. 


The inteliigence machinery should be geared up and on receipt of advance 
information regarding any move by leaders or workers to indulge in violence, 


the law and order authorities should take necessary precautionary and preven- 
tive measures. 


CSO: 4220/7440 


119 











MORE NEGATIVE REACTION TO STRIKE BAN REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 81 p 10 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The National Federation of 

Indian Women has 

the fear that the latest Ordinar- 

ce empowering the Government 
to ban strikes in essential ser- 

A. is “an ominous portent to 

the undermining of democracy.” 


agi 
tions aimed at ee 4 living 


A similar call to resist the or 
dinance was given by the Unit- 
ed Trade Union Congress (Lenin 
Sarai). The Government had as- 
sumed these extraordinary pow- 
ers in an attempt to pass on the 
entire economic crisis on to the 
workirg class, although the tota) 
number of strikes were far 
fewer during recent than 
before, the UTUC (LS) said. 

The statement also accused 
the Government of planning to 
introduce not only wage freezes 
but also wage cuts after ‘gaggireg 
the voice of the working class.’ 

The All India Bank Officer’s 
Association expressed  resent- 
ment against the Ordinance 
which ‘gives open licence to 
Managements to attack emplo 
yees ard their unions and their 
rights without providing any al. 
ternative mechanism for resolu- 
tion of legitimate grievances 
an’ demands.’ 

The AIBOA statement also 
said that bank officers associa- 
tiorrs all over the country would 
hold rallies and demonstrations 
on 4 August to protest against 
the Ordinance. 

Dubbing the Ordinance as a 
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‘dangerous’ one which would 
serve no ational objectives, 
Patriot and Link Worker’s Union 
flayed INTUC president N K 
Shatt for ‘betraying the working 
class’ his ‘ti approval’ of 
the Ordinance and annoumced 
its support to the joint call 
given trade unions for ob- 
servance of ‘Black Day’ on 17 
August. 


Other organisations which 
have issued statements condem.- 
ning the ordinance are the other 
a, Employees Union, the 

Delhi Medical Technicians and 
Employees Associations and the 
Lipton Employees Unions. 

Although the Dethi unit cf 
the Bharatiya Janata Party has 
also a resolution condemn- 


from raisimg a voice against 
aeageay prices and other hard- 
ps, a Delhi BJP leader Tara- 
o- Khandelwal has welcom- 
Mr Khandelwal, who is Gene- 
of the Delhi Citi- 
zens Council, in a statement said 
that regular indiscipline and 
unrest amormg labour which had 
set the country back by a de- 
cade had not benefited nearly 80 
per cent of the labour class 
which was unorganised. . This 
class, he opined, would benefit 
only when the country prosper- 
ed throughout. 
The Federation of Engineer. 
ing Industries of India and All 
India Organisation of Employees 
here welcomed the Ordinance. 
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INDIA 


STRIKE BAN TO PROHIBIT LAYOFFS, LOCKOUTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, July 30 (UNI)--The government today made it known that the 
recently-promulgated maintenance of essential services ordinance would be 
amended to prohibit lay-offs and lock-outs by managements in addition to 
strikes and other forms of stoppage of work by labour. 


A press note issued by the home ministry said that the necessary changes in 
the ordinance to secure this objective could be made when the government intro- 
duced a bill at the forthcoming session of Parliament to replace it. 


Addressing a gathering of workers belonging to the Delhi Electric Supply Union 
on Tuesday, the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi had said that not only 
strikes but lay-offs and lock-outs also would not be permitted under this 
ordinance. 


Her remarks had, however’, provoked hostile comments in many quarters that the 
ordinance issued on Monday referred to only strikes but not lock-outs and lay- 
offs. Today's announcement meant that the government would rectify this lacuna. 


The following is the text of the press note: 
"The objectives with which the government had promulgated the essential serv- 
ices maintenance ordinance, 1981, is to take all steps for maintenance of 


certain essential services for the normal life of the community. 


It has aivways been the government's intention that not only strikes but lock- 
outs and lay-offs have also been prevented. 


This can be made explicit, if found necessary, by making adequate provisions to 


this effect while introducing legislation in the next session of Parliament to 
replace the ordinance. 


CSO: 4220/7454 
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STRATEGY TO EXPORT NATION'S TECHNOLOGY EVOLVED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 8 
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IMF LOAN CONSIDERED, WRITER SPECULATES ON TERMS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 5 


"Performance-Linked IMF Aid to India") 


[Article by N. Ram: 
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and with fewer inhibitions than before on the side of “supply side" economics 
(and Reaganomics). 


They have also restated the institution's determination to “concentrate its 
financial support on countries engaged in strong programmes" and willing to 
accept “rigorous adjustment policies." 


Word is passing in the IMF's corners and nooks that India's extended arrange- 
ments is going to dwarf all previous arrangements. But until this deal is 
struck--in London or elsewhere, and then approved by the IMF's executive 
board--the higher “batting order stands as follows: Yugoslavia (1.662 billion 
SDR), Pakistan ($1.268 billions) and Turkey (1.250 billion SDR). 


CSO: 4220/7449 
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BIHAR CPI SPONSORS ANTI-PRICE RISE DEMONSTRATIONS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] Patna, July 26. Massive demonstrations were held yesterday at all dis- 
trict headquarters of the State under the auspices of the CPI in protest against 
price-rise, unemployment, deterioration in law and order situation, rampant cor- 
ruption and other problems. 


The delegations of demonstrators met the district magistrates and handed them 
memoranda of their demands. 


The demonstrators also sought the Governments take over of the wholesale trade 
of essential commodities, employment for all able bodied and fit persons imple- 
mentation of all multipur, vse river valley projects, among other things. 


According to reports, thousands of farmers, labourers including a large number 
of women and people from other classes, participated in the demonstrations. 
The protesters coming to Patna were allegedly lathi-charged by the police on 
their way. 


In Patna thousands of farmers, labourers, students, youths and women demon- 
strated outside the collectorate. 


On behalf of the demonstrators, an ll-member delegation led by Patna district 
CPI Council secretary Harinandan Prasad Singh met district magistrate K.A.H. 
Subramanyan and handed him over a 15-point charter of demands which included 
checking of price-rise, annulment of increased prices of sugar rice, wheat, 
fertilizer, cement etc. employment for unemployed, fixation of sugar cane 
prices at Rs 30 a quintal and jute prices at Rs 300 a quintal. 


Mr Subramanyan told the delegation 41 shops had been opened in Patna on the 
pattern followed in Kerala where essential commodities were being provided 
at reasonable prices. 


He assured the delegation that the social security pension would be distributed 


both in rural and urban areas of Patna by 15 August. Stern measures were 
being taken to control law and order situation, he added. 


CSO: 4220/7436 
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INDIA 


‘COMFORTABLE’ FOODGRAIN STOCK BUILT IN NORTHEAST 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] About 100,000 tonnes of foodgrains are being moved every day to the 
north-eastern States to build up ‘comfortable’ stocks there reports UNI. 


The seven States in the region have already sufficient stocks to met two to 
three months needs of their public distribution system as a result of the ef- 
forts by the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and the railways. 


"The position there is no more wagon-to-mouth, as it was about two years ago. 
The food stock position there is quite comfortable’ according to FCI sources 
in Delhi. 


The supply of essential commodities to the region, particularly foodgrains was 
reviewed recently at a meeting of the North Eastern Council meeting in 
Shillong. The meeting was attended by senior officials of the FCI and the 
railways. 


The sources said the floods in the Brahmaputra and its tributaries did not 
impede the movement of foodgrains. ‘We are still keeping the same tempo of 
movement. ' 


The food supply to the northeastern region usually poses many problems of lo- 
gistics. Besides the difficult terrain, most of the rai!way lines there are 
metre gauge, necessitating transshipment from broad gavi: points. 


The sources said transshipment from the Garhara broad gauge point near Barauni 
would be increased from the present 40 wagons to 70 wagons a day. 


Transshipment from the new Bongaigaon broad gauge point to other points would 
be maintained at the present level of 70 wagons a day in addition to the 15 
wagons a day being unloaded at other broad gauge points for consumption in 
nearby areas. 


CSO: 4220/7436 


126 











INDIA 


IRAQ CONTINUING TO SUPPLY NATION WITH CRUDE OIL , 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] Baghdad, July 26 (UNI)--Iraq is supplying India a little over 100,000 
of crude a month on an ad hoc basis, it is officially learnt 


Due to the uncertainties created by the war, Iraq has not signe” .nnual con- 
tracts with any country. 


Iraq had been supplying India about six million tonnes of crude a year until 
the outbreak of the war. At the current rate, the annual supply would be about 
1.5 million tonnes. 


It is being emphasised here that Iraq had always been responsive to India's 
needs and even the current supply is on a preferential basis. 


The decline in the supply is attributed to reduction crude production mainly 
because of the closure of the Basrah port, Iraq's principal crude loading port. 


The current rate of crude production in Iraq is a guarded secret. Unofficial 
but reliable sources put it at one third of the normal production. 


The war has caused no damage to Iraq's oil wells, of which all but two are 
outside the border areas. But refining activities have been brought to a 
virtual standstill because of the damage to refineries at Basrah. 


With Basrah port closed, India has to import Iraqi crude from pipeline termi- 
nals at Mediterranean ports. 


CSO: 4220/7435 
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WORSENING COAL FAMINE HITS STEEL PLANTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 81 p 5 
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INDIA 


FERTILIZER ASSOCIATION ANNUAL REVIEW PUBLISHED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 3--The recent increase in the prices of fertilizer is 
likely to keep the rate of consumption low during the current financial year, 
with the resultant impact on agricultural production "which could necessitate 
higher import of foodgrain." 


This grim warning has been given in the annual review of fertilizer consumption 
and production (1980-81) of the Fertilizer Association of India published a 

few days ago. "It may sound simplistic, but it appears that it would have been 
far more advantageous to augment domestic agricultural production with the in- 

creased use of fertilizers by keeping prices low, rather than create conditions 
for the import of foodgrain," the review said. 


The recent hike “is indeed most disconcerting" for the country's agriculture. 
"It is obvious that we have tended to ignore the lessons we could have learnt 
from the happenings of the last decade, according to the review. 


The Indian farmer had not yet fully adjusted himself to the sharp escalation in 
fertilizer prices of June last year. Another dose of the hike “is bound to 
affect fertilizer consumption, adversely affecting the agricultural output." 


It would be unrealistic to assume that the past rates of growth in consumption 
could be sustained or, the targets fixed only a few months ago for the current 
year achieved. The FAI suggests that the Centre, State Governments as well as 
the fertilizer industry "review estimates of fertilizer consumption for the 
next year or so, which forms the basis of import planning." 


During the last 25 years, fertilizer consumption has increased nearly 43 times-- 
reflecting a growth rate of about 167% a year. But the average annual rate of 
growth of consumption during 1955-56 to 1980-81 dropped from 50% to 27% and 
finally to 18.5%. During the last five years, the overall rate of growth of 
nitrogen, potash and phosphates consumption dropped from 3.2 times to 2.5 

times. 


In the three intervals during the last 25 years of 10, 10 and five years, the 
quantum of increase escalated, notwithstanding the drop in percentage growth. 
Thus, against an increase of 65.4 thousand tonnes a year in the total nutrient 
consumption prior to the high-yielding variety era, it went up to 210.9 and 
536 thousand tonnes during the two subsequent periods, respectively. 
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INDIA 


STEEL AUTHORITY REACHES RECORD PRODUCTION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Aug 81 p 22 


[Text] New Delhi, August 3 (UNI): The integrated steel plants under the 
Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) produced 443,100 tonnes of saleable 
steel during July--the highest production for the month of July since 1978, 
according to the SAIL authorities. 


The aggregate production in these plants for the four months of the current 
financial year was 1.7 million tonnes, .39 a million tonnes more than the 
saleable steel production in the corresponding period of the last financial 
year, and represented a growth of 30.7 per cent. This aggregate production 
was also the highest for the first four months of any financial year since 
1977-78. 


According to the sail authorities, saleable steel production in these plants 
could have been higher still but for the restrictions on power on the Bhilai 
steel plant during the most part of the month, particularly during the peak 
evening hours. 


The steel plants at Bokaro, Durgapur and of the Indian Iron and Steel Company 
also suffered some setbacks in power supply. 


The Bokaro steel plant has set highest levels of production in ingots and 

saleable steel for any July month since its inception. Bokaro's record of 
production of saleable steel at 118,900 tonnes surpassed the previous best 
of 117,600 tonnes achieved in March. Ingot steel production at the plant 

was 155,500 tonnes. 


In LISCO the aggregate ingot steel production during the first four months 
of the financial year was 197,000 tonnes while the Durgapur plant aggregated 
240,000 tonnes of saleable steel. The aggregate for the Rourkela plant for 
the same period was 311,000 tonnes. 


Meanwhile, major units of the Salem steel plant were put on trial run on 

July 24. The plant is scheduled to be commissioned on September 13. Battery 
No 5 of the Bokaro steel plant coke ovens also commenced work on July 29. 
This is the second major unit to be commissioned in the plant's four-million- 
tonne expansion scheme. 


CSO: 4220/7489 131 
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FISHERMEN WORRIED OVER SRI LANKA AIR EXERCISES 
Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Madurai, Aug 1--Mr H. M. Pandey, District Collector of Ramnad, told 
newsmen in Madurai on Saturday that he would take up the matter regarding the 
Sri Lanka Air Force exercises off Katchatheevu, with the State Government 
soon. 


The fishermen in and around Rameswaram, he said, had been informed by the Sri 

Lanka Government about the proposed air force exercises. The Sri Lanka Gov- | 
ernment had also given specific dates on which these exercises would be under- 
taken, he said. The actual exercises would be carried out between Rameswaram 

and Kachatheevu. 





The fishermen, he said, had expressed apprehension over such exercises, as 
their livelihood for eight months would be at stake. The exercises are pro- 
posed to be conducted from September 1981 to April 1982. 


The action committee of the Tamil Nadu Catamaran and Country Boat Fishermen's 
Association has expressed deep concern over the plans of the Sri Lanka Air 
Force. 


The committee which met here on Thursday passed a resolution requesting the 
Central and State Governments to take steps to see that the venue for the 
proposed training programme was changed. 


The committee feared that the Sri Lanka proposal would cause large-scale de- 


struction to the fish population in the sea around Rameswaram island, affecting 
the livelihood of the Indian fishermen. 


CSO: 4220/7480 
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BRIEFS 


ORISSA AICP PLANS--The Orissa unit of the All-India Communist Party has decided 
to launch a mass campaign throughout the State on burning economic issues affect- 
ing the bulk of the populace. The decision to organise the stir, with the aim 
of projecting the independent image of the AICP, was taken at a State convention 
of the party held on 19 July, according to AICP Central Committee member, N. C. 
Dutta who attended the convention on behalf of the party's central leadership. 
Mr Dutta said in the Capital on Saturday that the convention had discussed the 
present national and international situations and taken a decision to mobilise 
the public opinion especially on the question of rising prices which hit the 
common man. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 4] 


ORISSA PANCHAYAT POLLS--Bhubandeswar, July 25 (UNI)--The Orissa Cabinet has de- 
cided to hold gram panchayat elections in January on the basis of the latest 
census. The delimination work would start after the new census figures are 
available next week. The Cabinet also decided to take over the functioning of 
65 panchayats by an ordinance. Chief Minister J. B. Patnaik presided over the 
meeting. The Cabinet also decided to lift the qualitative and quantitative 
control imposed on Government-aided education institutions where the results 
were below the State average for three consecutive years since about 1000 
teachers could not get their salaries. The Cabinet decided to regularise the 
services of all Government school and college teachers who had completed one 
year of service on 1 March this year without having to wait for the Public 
Service Commission's clearance. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 


p 4) 


INDO-SOVIET CULTURAL EXPANSION--The Indo-Soviet Cultural Society is to expand 
its activities by constituting commissions which will organise discussions, 
seminars and hold an Indo-Soviet cultural festival next year, according to an 
ISCUS press release. The decision was taken at a meeting of the ISCUS national 
council on Saturday. The programme drawn up by the council includes prepara- 
tions for the national conference to mark the 30th anniversary of ISCUS in 1982 
and centenary celebrations of Subramaniam Bharati and Maulana Hazrat Mohani 
later this year. The council has also drawn up a programme for country-wide 
celebrations in August to mark the tenth anniversary of the Indo-Soviet friend- 
ship treaty. A Soviet delegation led by Mr Yadkuliev, Vice President of the 
USSR and President of the Turkmanian Republic, will take part in the celebra- 
tions. The council session was presided over by former Justice Krishna lyer. 
Representatives from 14 States attended the meeting. The afternoon session 
was presided over by World Peace Council president Romesh Chandra. The release 


133 

















said the military encirclement by the USA, China and Pakistan and the economic 
ideological and diplomatic aggressive moves launched by world imperialism lend 
greater relevance to the Indo-Soviet treaty than ten years ago. [Text] 

[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jul 81 p 12] 


ANDHRA PRADESH MINISTER--Hyderabad, July 26 (UNI)--Mr K. Kesava Rao, Deputy 
Chairman of the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council, has been included in the 
State Cabinet. Announcing this here today, Chief Minister T. Anjiah told news- 
men that Mr Kesava Rao would be sworn in tomorrow. He said three more Minis- 
ters from the Andhra region, would be appointed on or after 9 August. There 
are at present 41 Ministers--27 of Cabinet rank and 14 Ministers of State. 

Mr Kesava Rao, who hails from Telangana, was a journalist and a student lead- 
er. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 7] 


RICE TO SOVIET UNION--Hyderabad, July 26 (UNI)--The Andhra Pradesh State Trad- 
ing Corporation has secured an export order of 90,000 tonnes of rice to the 
Soviet Union during the current financial year. Managing director of Corpora- 
tion T. S. N. Swamy told newsmen today thet the rice would be coarse and fine. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 8] 


MANIPUR FOOD-FOR-WORK--Imphal, July 26 (UNI)--The ‘food for work programme’ 
has failed to generate additional gainful employment in rural areas of Manipur 
and strengthen the rural infrastructure with a view to securing higher produc- 
tion and better living standard owing to delay in planning and implementation 
according to a report of the Controller and Auditor General of India for 1979-80 
released to the press this morning. The report said that out of eight State 
Government departments entrusted with the programme only three implemented it 
partially. It said out of the Centre's total allotment of 4,000 tonnes of 
rice for Manipur the State Government had lifted 19 per cent though actual 
utilisation was to the extent of 16 per cent or 250 tonnes. The State Govern- 
ment's performance did not result in the creation of durable assets the report 
added. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Jul 81 p 4] 


MAHARASHTRA LEFTISTS--Bombay, July 27 (PT1)--Three parties in Maharashtra, 
CPI, CPI-M and PWP, have decided to form a coordination committee to co- 
ordinate the various programmes that they would be undertaking henceforth a 
spokesman of the parties said yesterday night. The leaders of the party met 
here yesterday and today to chalk out agitational programmes concerning employ- 
ment guarantee scheme, rising prices and demolition of hutments on pavements. 
The spokesman told PTI that the leaders of the parties expressed concern over 
the action in demolition of hutments on greater Bombay's pavements and decided 
to undertake a statewide campaign against this action taking in its fold other 
opposition parties if they wished to join in. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 28 Jul 81 p 7] 


CONGRESS-U DEFECTOR--Bombay, July 27 (UNI)--Vice-President of the Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress Committee-U T Mahajan joined the Cong-I today along with 
several others from Jalgaon district. Among those who joined the Cong-I are 
Mr M R Chaudhari, MLC and Mr P A Patil, chairman of the Jalgaon district Cen- 
tral Cooperative Bank. Mr Mahajan and others met Maharashtra Chief Minister 
A R Antulay this morning to convey their decision to join the Cong-I MPCC-I 
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president Gulabrao Patil, MP, and State Finance Minister Ramrao Adik who is 
the in-charge of Jalgaon district were present. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 28 Jul 81 p 4] 


OKISSA CONGRESS-I--Bhubaneswar--The Cong-I will cease to have any 
representation in the Orissa Assembly following the decision of its two 
members to sit in the House as independents. Former Chief Minister Nandini 
Satpathy and Mr Haldhar Mishra were elected tothe Assembly on Cong-I ticket 
from Dhenkanal district. Following the Chief Election Commissioner's recent 
verdict on the ‘real Congress, they had decided to identify themselves as 
independents. With this the number of independents in the 147-member House 
would increase from two to four. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

28 Jul 81 p 4) 


HALDIPUR SWORN-IN--Pondicherry, July 27 (UNI)--Mr Ramdas Narayan Haldipur was 
today sworn-in as the Lt-Governor of Pondicherry at a simple ceremony at Raj 
Nivas here. Pondicherry district and sessions judge David Annousamy adminis- 
tered the oath of office and secrecy to Mr Haldipur after Chief Secretary 

P V Aikrishnan read out the warrant of appointment from the President of 
India. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jul 81 p 4] 


ANDHRA MINISTER'S RESIGNATION--Hyderabad, July 28 (UNI)--The resignation of the 
Andhra Pradesh agriculture minister, Mr N. Bhaskar Rao, was accepted this after- 
noon by the governor, Mr K. C. Abraham. This brought to an end the 24-hour 
suspense during which efforts were made by emissaries to bring about a rapproche- 
ment between Mr Bhaskar Rao and the chief minister, Mr T. Anjiah. The chief 
minister had, in a surprise development, demanded his resignation through a 
letter sent by a special messenger after midnight on Sunday. Mr Rao tendered 
his resignation yesterday morning, but the chief minister forwarded it to the 
governor only this afternoon for acceptance. Mr Bhaskar Rao hails from Krishna 
district and he had played a prominent role in the removal of Dr M. Channa 
Reddy. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 7] 


UTTAR PRADESH OPPOSITION--Lucknow, July 28--The UP legislature will have a 

new opposition group called the Democratic Socialist party. It is likely to 

be led by the former minister for local, self-government, Mr H. K. Srivastava. 
The new group has been formed by 16 legislators owing allegiance to Mr H.N. 
Bahuguna, Mr Raj Narain and Mr Banarsi Das. A leader of the group has appealed 
to "like-minded" parties, including the Congress(U), to join the Democratic 
Socialist party. The former Lok Dal chief minister, Mr Banarsi Das, had held 
talks in this regard with Mr Devaraj Urs when he visited Lucknow in April. Mr 
Urs, while stating that his party would keep its separat- ‘:-ntity, had assured 
Mr Banarsi Das of its support in any joint action, both -hne floor of the 
house and outside, on common issues. Mr Banarsi Das, whose move for merging 
the Janvadi party with the Democratic Socialist party was opposed by the Jan- 
vadi party chief, Mr Chandrajit Yadav, alleged that Mr Yadav was "waiting in 
the wings to join the Congress(I) bandwagen." [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 29 Jul 81 p 7] 
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MAHARASHTRA PARTY STRENGTHS--Bombay, July 28-- The Congress strength in the 
Maharashtra assembly has reached 228 leaving only 59 in the entire opposition 
with one seat being vacant, according to the legislative affairs minister, Mr 
N.M. Tidke. The total strength of the lower house is 289, including one nomi- 
nated seat. The partywise break-up of the opposition parties as per the 
figures given by Mr Tidke is: Congress(U) 17, Janata--14, Bharatiya Janata 
Party--14. Peasants and Workers’ Party-eight. Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) two, All-India Communist Party--two, Republican Party of India 
(Khobragade) one, and independent one. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 

in English 29 Jul 81 p 9] 


PUNJAB CONGRESS-I OFFICIAL--Chandigarh, July 28 -Miss Sarla Prashar, who was 
"installed" as president of the Punjab Pradesh Congress(I) Committee on Satur- 
day, has said that she will soon form her executive committee and that it will 
be broad-based. She did not elaborate. She hoped that with the help of Mr 
Darbara Singh and leaders and workers of the party, she would be able to imple- 
ment the programmes of the party. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
29 Jul 81 p 7] 


MARUTI REPORT DECISION--New Delhi, July 28--The Union Cabinet today decided 

to reject the report of the Maruti Commission, presided over by Mr Justice A.C. 
Gupta, which went into certain allegations against the former Defence Minister, 
Mr Bansi Lal. The present Government, before coming to office, had described 
the setting up of the Maruti Commission, the Shah Commission and other commis- 
sions by the Janata Government as nothing but political vendetta aimed at per- 
secuting Mrs Gandhi and her close colleagues. At the instance of the Prime 
Minister, the Cabinet also resolved not to institute any disciplinary or other 
proceedings against Government officials who had deposed before the Gupta Com- 
mission against Mr Bansi Lal and others. Mrs Gandhi is understood to have coun- 
selled that the present Government should set up a new precedent by choosing not 
to act in any vindictive spirit. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 81 


p 1) 


UNITED OPPOSITION--Bombay, July 29--All the five opposition parties in the state 
assembly have come to an understanding to function unitedly during the monsoon 
session beginning on August 17. At a meeting of leaders of the Janata, the 
Bharatiya Janata party, the Congress(U), the Peasants and Workers party, the 
CPI, and the CPM decided this at a meeting held late yesterday evening here. 

The meeting was held at the initiative of the Janata party. The parties deci- 
ded to hold mutual discussions regarding the strategy to be pursued in both 

the houses on a number of issues, including price rise, the drought situation 
and the law and order question. The opposition strength has been weakened with 
more than 20 Congress(U) MLAs and some MLCs crossing over to the ruling party. 
The parties would also press for the resignation of Mr Shankarrao Jagtap from 
the deputy speakership as he had joined the Congress. According to convention, 
the post should be given to the opposition, Mr R. A. Patil, Janata MLC, pointed 
out at a press conference today. Those who attended the talks included Mr G. P. 
Pradhan (Janata), Prof. G. B. Kanitkar (BJP), Mr P. kK. Kurane (CPM), Mr Jnanesh- 
war Khaire (Cong-U), Mr Ganpatrao Deshmukh (PWP) and Mr Sudhan Deshmukh (CPI). 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 81 p 1] 
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SCIENCE INSTITUTE DIRECTOR--Bangalore, July 29--Professor S$. Dhawan retires 
from the directorship of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, a pre- 
mier institution of scientific research and advanced training in the country, 
on Friday, after 18 years in that position. He will continue as chairman of 
the Indian Space Research Organisation and the Indian national committee for 
space research. Prof. Dhawan will be succeeded by Professor S$. Ramaseshan, 
at present joint director, a scientist in his ow right. Prof. Ramaseshan 
is a nephew of the late Dr C. V. Raman, the Nobel prize winner. [Text] 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 81 p 3] 


DACCA DEMAND REJECTED--New Delhi, July 29--India today rejected the Bangladesh 
demand that it should not operate the Farakka barrage without a new treaty on 
water sharing between the two countries. An external affairs ministry spokesman 
said today that India would go by the provisions of the Farakka agreement. Any 
unilateral demand had to be considered carefully, he said. He was commenting on 
a statement by the Bangladesh water resources minister, Kazi Anwarul Huq, who 
had put forward his new demand at a press conference in Dacca. The spokesman 
referred to an earlier press conference held by the Bangladesh foreign minis- 
ter, Prof. Shamsul Huq, when he had alleged that India had changed its stand 

on the new Moore Island. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

30 Jul 81 p 9] 


VAJPAYEE ALLEGES CENSORSHIP--New Delhi, July 29--Mr A. B. Vajpaye alleged here 
today that the mail of 300 political leaders and journalists was being inter- 

cepted and censored unofficially. The BJP leader told reporters here that the 
political leaders included some of the ruling congress(I) politicians. The un- 
official censorship was being carried out by Home Ministry officials deputed in 
post offices, he alleged. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 30 Jul 81 


p 1) 


INDO-ARGENTINE TRADE PACT--Buenos Aires, July 29--India and Argentina yesterday 
signed their first trade agreement, under which they will grant each other the 
most favoured treatment in imports and exports reports PTI. The agreement was 
signed here by Mr Pranab Mukherjee, Commerce Minister, after talks with his 
Argentinian counterpart Mr Carlos Garcia Martinez. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATES- 
MAN in English 30 Jul 81 p 6] 


NEWSPRINT LEVY STAY--New Delhi, July 29--The Supreme Court today granted stay 
to the HINDU, a Madras daily, from paying an additional 15% levy on imported 
newsprint, reports PTI. The court also admitted a writ petition filed on behalf 
of the newspaper challenging the constitutional validity of the Government's 
notification of March 1, 1981, imposing a 15% levy on the imported newsprint 
consumed by specified categories of newspapers. The newspaper, however, will 
have to furnish an unqualified bank guarantee equal to the levy, the court 

order said. The writ petition was heard by a Division Bench comprising Mr 
Justice V. D. Tulzapurkar and Mr Justice Varadarajan. [Text] [Calcutta THE 
STATESMAN in English 30 Jul 81 p 7] 


COMPUTERIZED ELECTORAL ROLLS--New Delhi, July 29--The Election Commission has 
decided to computerize the electoral rolls, the Chief Election Commissioner, 
Mr S. L. Shakdher, said here today, reports PTI. He said the commission had 
asked the Electronics Corporation of India, Hyderabad, to develop computers to 
print electoral rolls in all the Indian languages. Initially, the electoral 
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rolls would be computerized ‘in English followed by Hindi. Subsequently, the 
computarization would be done in all other Indian languages, he said. [Text! 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 30 Jul 81 p 9] 


RICE PROCUREMENT FIGURES--New Delhi, July 29--Procurement of rice during the: 198 
1980-81 marketing season (October 1980 to September 1981) has totalled 4f.39 
lakh tonnes till date. Almost all States have contributed larger quantii .s 
to the Central reserve with Punjab leading with 25.22 lakh tonnes and Hary:.:na 
coming next with 6.67 lakh tonnes. The contribution of Andhra Pradesh sc far 
has been 6.54 lakh tonnes and of U.P. 5.78 lakh tonnes. Madhya Pradesh has 
procured 3.74 lakh tonnes. Tamil Nadu 1.6 lakh tonnes and West Bengal 1.32 
lakh tonnes. The Andra Pradesh contribution comprises 3.91 lakh tonnes from 
the kharif crop and 2.60 lakh tonnes from the rabi crop in Tamil Nadu over 
54,000 tonnes has been procured from the Kuruvai crop and 1.11 lakh tonnes 
from the sanba crop. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 7] 


CPI ON REDDY VISIT--Hyderabad, July 28--The Central executive committee of the 
CPI today deplored the decision to send the President, Mr N. Sanjiva Reddi, to 
London to attend the wedding of Prince Charles. The executive now in session 
here, in a resolution, said the President was sent at a time when Indians in 
the U.K. were facing ‘fascist attacks." The CPI considered the Government's 
decision to be an "affront to the national honour and democratic public opin- 
ion, and a humiliating concessionto Mrs Thatcher's Government which has been 
indirectly encouraging the white racists to run riot.” It said if the Govern- 
mnt had declined to send any official representative to the wedding, it would 
have been an effective protest against the “outrages to which Indians and other 
settlers have been subjected to in recent weeks." PTI [Text] [Madras THE 
HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 7] 


ARUNACHAL PARTIES MERGE--Itanagar, July 29--The Arunachal Pradesh Congress(U) 
Committee has been dissolved and all its members have resolved to join the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). A resolution to this effect was adopted at a 
recent meeting here, says a press release from the PCC(U) president, Mr T. 
Karlo.--PTI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 7] 


EMIGRATION TO CANADA--New Delhi, July 29--An External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman today dismissed the claim by some Indian immigrants in Canada that 
they were political refugees and were being persecuted in India. He described 
their claim as “baseless and unacceptable." Commenting on news reports from 
Ottawa in this regard the spokesman said “these persons have found some loop- 
holes in the Canadian immigration laws which might facilitate their migration 
to that country if they pretend to be political refugees." The spokesman said 
"It is clear that those seeking emigration on political grounds had dubious 
motivations." The question of an Indian being a political refugee and his be- 
ing persecuted did not arise at all." He said the Canadian authorities had 
informed the Government of India that they do not recognise the claim by these 
persons that they are political refugees. For the last few wecks a large num- 
ber of Indian nationals had been travelling to Canada in a bid to take advan- 
tage of some Canadian immigration laws and trying to settle down in that coun- 
try.--UNI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 81 p 9] 
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BANGLADESH TRIBAL INFLUX--Calcutta, July 29--There has been a respite in the 
flow of illegal immigrants, mostly Chakma tribals, from Bangladesh into Tripura 
during the past few days. However, there are still over 2,200 living in relief 
camps who are too terrorised to go back, according to reports available here. 
The refugees say that the Bangladesh Army, in a recent drive, has been trying 
to evict them from the land they had been occupying for a long time in the 
plains and in the hill tracts. They also tried to resettle the local popula- 
tion in the areas vacated. The aim of the army, it seemed was not to wipe out 
the tribals wholesale, but to drive them across the border into India and to 
make it clear that they were no longer welcome in Bangladesh. Males among the 
refugees are still brave enough to try to get back into Bangladesh. Women and 
children are left behind in the refugees camps. Chakmas, most of whom are 
Buddhists, are not readily distinguishable from other local tribals, especially 
the Mizos. This has resulted in some advantage for Mizo National Front (MNF) 
and the Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

30 Jul 81 p 6) 


MICRO-ALLOY STEEL MANUFACTURE--The State-owned Indian Iron and Steel Company 
(LISCO) has joined the selected group of steel plants now producing micro-alloy 
steel. In the parlance of metallurgy it is called high strength low alloy (HSLA) 
steel, reports UNI, quoting an official press release. The first micro-alloy 
steel produced at IISCO was by adding niobium in a specific quantity to the mild 
steel while tapping the melting shop. Although the steel thus produced contains 
the alloying metal in a very small quantity, its tensile strength and other 
properties improve tremendously. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

30 Jul 81 p 5] 


INTELLIGENCE UNITS MODERNISED--Hyderabad, July 29 (UNI)--Central Intelligence 
agencies are being modernised at a cost of Rs 100 crore, Union Home Minister Zail 
Singh told newsmen here today. The modernisation was being undertaken over a 
phased period with the involvement of the States, he said. Such modernisation 
has become essential since miscreants had been making use of modern communica- 
tions. Some one sitting in Hyderabad could create mischief in Aligarh, he said. 
The intelligence agencies should be ever vigilant to contain such acts, he said. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jul 81 p 7] 


LOK DAL CHALLENGE--Bombay, July 30--Mr George Fernandes, Lok Dal leader, has 
offered to quit the trade union movement and public life if the Prime Minister 
can point out the relevant provisions of the Essential services maintenance 
ordinance designed to deal with lay-offs and lock-outs. In a statement issued 
here today, Mr Fernandes said Mrs Gandhi was either ignorant or not sincere in 
her statement that the ordinance was aimed at both workers and employers. [Text] 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 81 p 4] 


LALDENGA, GANDHI MET--New Delhi, July 30 (PTI)--The Mizo National Front 

(MHF) leader, Mr Laldenga, today, had a brief discussion with the Prime Min- 
ister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, and later expressed the confidence that she would do 
“justice” to the Mizo people. Mr Laldenga said that he had urged Mrs Gandhi 
for acceleration of the pace of talks on solving the Mizo problem. He hoped 
the discussions on proposals would be completed in a week's time. He said that 
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he had submitted the MNF's reply to the government's proposals to Mr G. Partha- 
sarathy, Prime Minister's emissary, on Monday. Mr Laldenga said that he told 
Mrs Gandhi that his proposals for the solution of the problem had been sub- 
mitted over three months ago and the cease-fire had been in operation for 

over a year but the progress of the talks had been slow. [Text] [Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 81 p 9] 


SIKH ‘SECULARIZATION’ URGED--Chandigarh, July 30--The confederal Akali Dal, 

a newly-formed organization, has called for the “secularization” of Sikh poli- 
tics. The Punjab‘s problems were real and should be settled by a united front 
irrespective of religion and on a common platform, they say. In a statement 
issued today, Mr B. S. Danewalia and Mr Amar Singh Ambalvi, president and vice 
president of the Dal, strongly indicted the leadership of the Akali Dal (Longo- 
wal Group) for failing the community more than once. They said that there were 


genuine grievances among Sikhs and Punjabis which had not been ameliorated either 
by the Congress or Janata Governments at the Centre. The Akalis too had neglected 


such matters. For instance, the Prime Minister should have interferred in the 

Delhi Gurdwara elections on behalf of Mr Santokh Singh, they said. At the same 
time, the two leaders criticized the holding of the World Sikh convention by the 
Akali Dal (Mr Danewalia is a former Inspector-General of Police who had sought 
retirement to fight election as an Akali candidate, Mr Ambalvi is also an old 

Akali leader). [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 31 Jul 81 p 9] 


ELECTION STAY ORDER--New Delhi, July 30--The Supreme Court has granted exparte 
interim stay of the Allahabad High Court judgment and orders setting aside the 
election of Mr P. N. Sukul, a trade union leader, to the Rajya Sabha in the 
election held from the U.P. Assembly constituency in 1980. The Yench consisting 
of the Chief Justice, Mr Justice Y. V. Chandrachud, Mr Justice A. C. Gupta and 
Mr Justice A. N. Sen, also admitted an appeal filed by Mr Sukul against the 
impugned judgment and orders of the High Court. The election of Mr Sukul was 


get aside by the High Court while allowing an election petition filed by Mr Nemi- 


chand Jain. The High Court held that the Secretary of the U.P. Assembly who 
was appointed as Returning Officer to hold this election was not a government 
executive officer as required under the relevant provisions of the Representa- 
tion of the People Act and that those who proposed the name of Mr Sukul did not 
take oath as members of the Assembly on the date they nominated him. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Jul 81 p 7] 


CONGRESS-U EXPELS MISHRA--Mr Shyam Dhar Mishra, the former president of the 
UPCC-U who is organising a party convention on 5 August, has been expelled from 
the primary membership of the party by Cong-U president Devraj Urs. AICC-U 
general-secretary Banka Behari Das and Mrs Ambika Soni told newsmen that party 
members attending Mr Mishra's convention will lay themselves open for disci- 
plinary action. Mr Mishra had been removed as president of the State unit by 
Mr Urs some months ago. His expulsion follows his attack on Mr Urs at a press 
conference in Lucknow where he said that Mr Urs was shortly to be replaced by 
Mr Jagjivan Ram. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 1] 
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GOVERNMENT TRANSFERS--Chandigarh, July 30 (PTI)--The Haryana Government in a 
major mid-year reshuffle last night ordered the transfers of 12 senior IAS and 
10 IPS officers and five HCS officers. Mr Kulwant Singh, financial commissioner 
and secretary, cooperation and animal husbandry, has been given additional 
charge of transport in place of Mr L.D. Kataria, who has been shifter to devel- 
opment and panchayats departments held by Mr Sukhdev Prasad. The latter has 
been given the charge of printing and stationery. Mr Kataria also gives up 
the additional charge cf Local Government depar which goes to Dr A. K. 
Sinha secretary food and supplies. The transfers affecting the IPS officers 
included of Mr M.S. Bhatnagar, enjoying the rank of Inspector General Police, 
director prosecution replaces another IGP rank officer. Mr P. C. Wadhwa as 
commandant general home guards and civil defence, Mr Wadhwa become OSD rules. 
Mr Y. Hari Shankar, SSP, Faridabad, moves to Hissar in the same position capa- 
city. Mr Shankar is succeeded by Mr R.S. Dalal SSP, Gurgaon, Mr Brijinder Rai, 
AIG, CID, Chandigarh moves to Gurgawn. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
31 Jul 81 p 4] 


NATIONAL CHEMICAL LABORATORY--Scientists of the National Chemical Laboratory, 
Poona, have developed a process for the manufacture of silicones (organic sili- 
cone compounds), which are highly useful for a wide range of industry, defence, 
railways, and aviation, reports PTI. So far, silicones used to be made in India 
by importing the basic raw materials from abroad, the NCL scientists have devel- 
oped what they call a direct synthesis process for the production of silicones. 
The NCL has also developed a suitable reactor for obtaining Dimethyl-Dichloro- 
silane (DMDCS) which is the most widely used product. In another experiment, 
the NCL scientists have achieved a process for the manufacture of Dimethoate 
wide spectrum pesticide. Dimethoate has low toxicity and is therefore not harm- 
ful to man and animals. Another groupof NCL scientists has developed the know- 
how to produce quinpyramine sulphate chloride (QSC) which is an important drug 
for the effective control of trypanosomiasis--the fatal disease of domestic 
animals like cows, buffaloes and horses. [Excerpts] [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 31 Jul 81 p 5] 


BIHAR COAL DISCOVERY--Asansol, July 30 (PTI)--A reserve of about 250 million 
tonnes of coal has been found in Kbmharjuri area of Santhal Parganas in Bihar 
by the Geological Survey of India (GSI). According to the GSI sources here 

today, the reserve was found during explorations recently by a team of geolo- 


gists. The sources ‘ that the exploration also revealed the presence of 
14 coal seams int i varying in thickness from 1.12 metres to 18.42 
metres. The source .d that exploration work in the area, north of Lamatia 


of Bihar, where a thick seam was proved a few years back, had also been under- 
taken. The regional exploration had established the occurrence of coal-bearing 
formation up to the railway line near Pirpainti, they said. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 5] 


SOVIET FRIENDSHIP TEAM--A two member delegation headed by Mr Bally Yazkuliev, 
vice-chairman of the Sovitt Uniou and president of the Turkmanian Soviet 
Socialist Republic will visit India to participate in the "Friendship Month” 
celebrations, says UNI. During its two-week stay in the country, it will 
visit Calcutta, Madras, Pondicherry, Bombay and Bhatinda and take part in the 
celebrations organised in connection with 40 years of Indo-Soviet Friendship. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 81 p 10] 
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RAJIV’S ELECTION CHALLENCED--Lucknow, July 31 (PTI)--An election petition 
challenging the election of Mr Rajiv Gandhi from Amethi parliamentary con- 
stituency on the ground of corrupt practices was filed in the Lucknow bench 
of the Allahabad high court. The petition was filed by Mr Dharti Madan Lal 
before the joint registrar. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 


l Aug 81 p 9) 


SUC PARTICIPATION IN STRIKES--The CPI(M) leader, Mr Promode Dasgupta, favours 
united action of 2ll political parties, except the Socialist Unity Centre, to 
protest against the Ordinance banning strikes in essential services and high 
prices of petroleum products. He does not rule out the participation of Jana- 
ta, the Bharatiya Janata Party, and even the trade union organizations run by 
the Congress(I) and the Congress(U) in such a movement. The only exception 

is the trade union body of the SUC because of “bitter experience” of past move- 
ment. When asked why the CPI(M) was selective in conducting such a movement 
when its central leaders had laid great stress on united action, Mr Dasgupta 
said on Friday that he had appealed to these parties through the Press for 
such a movement against the Ordinance but there had been little response from 
them so far. He, however, made it clear that participation in such a movement 
should be without any precondition like granting of seats to the participants 
in the coming Assembly elections. He had reports that some sections of the 
INTUC were opposed to the Ordinance. He was even prepared to welcome then. 

He regretted that the SUC had played a disruptive role and it was difficult to 
cooperate with its trade union body. [Excerpt] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in 
English 1 Aug 81 p 12] 


SHIVRAJ FOR WAR PREPARATION--Pune, August 1--The situation created by the arms 
build-up by “some of India's neighbours” demands that the people should be pre- 
pared for every sacrifice to defend India's freedom and sovereignty, the minis- 
ter of state for defence, Mr Shivraj Patil, said here today. Addressing 4 meet- 
ing held to observe Lokmanya Tilak's death anniversary, Mr Patil said, “We 
should not get panicky just because Pakistan has secured F-16 aircraft or in- 
creased its arsenal. At the same time we should not remain complacent in mat- 
ters of defence preparedness." He said India would make every effort to avoid 
war. "But we should not forget that all the four wars in the post-independence 
era were forced upon us by our neighbour.” An atmosphere of war was again being 
created by Pakistan, he added. The minister said the Indian armed forces vere 
well-equipped to fight any aggression. However, this did not mean that the farn- 
ers, the workers and other citizens had no responsibility towards the defence of 
the country. Mr Patil explained that stoppage of production of foodgrains and 
industrial goods and generation of anarchic conditions in other sectors would 
only give an upper hand to those who might force war on India. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Aug 81 p 9] 


PRESS COUNCIL FEE--New Delhi, August 2 (UNI)--The Union government has amended 
rule ten of the Press Council rules, 1979, making an upward revision of the 

fee levied on registered newspapers and periodicals by the Press Council of 
India. The amendment, effective from the date of its publication in the offi- 
Cial gazette, has a two-fold purpose--an upward revision of the fee to augment 
the annual revenue of the council from approximately Rs 3 lakhs to about Rs 5.3 
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lakhs and to provide that the circulation range of registered newspapers and 
periodicals for this purpose shall be the latest circulation figures as avail- 
able with the registrat of newspapers. Hitherto the circulation range taken 
was as indicated in the annual report of the registrat of newspapers for India 
last published before April 1 every year. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 3 Aug 81 p 5] 


NORTHEAST INDUSTRIALIZATION--Shillong, August 2--The Union deputy minister for 
industry, Mr P. A. Sangma, has said the Central government has earmarked Rs 
1,200 per head per annum for the development of industries in the north east- 
ern region during the sixth plan period. Disclosing this during his tour of 
East Garo Hills district last week, Mr Sangma outlined various developmental 
progremmes the Union government was taking up for the rapid economic develop- 
ment of the region. Wiile taking note of the widespread concern of tribals of 
the region over preservation of their social and cultural identity, he stressed 
the need for accelerating the pace of development, which was the most effec- 
tive instrument of ensuring this. To generate employment and exploit abundant 
mineral resources of the region, a mini-cement plant would be set up at Siju in 
the Garo Hills. A 200-km long ropeway connecting Beghmara in the Garo Hills 
with Dainadubi in Assam would also be laid soon, he said. [Text] [Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 5] 


NAXALITE UNITY DISCUSSED--Cuttack, August 2 (PTI)--Top Naxalite leaders, Mr 
Kanu Sanyal and Mr Nagabhusan Patnaik, had a round of discussion here yester- 
day on unification of communist revolutionaries all over the country. Both 

the leaders, according to the Orissa Naxalite leader, Mr Rabi Das, agreed that 
initiative for the unification should be taken by all concerned. The discus- 
Sion took place in the SCB Medical College Hospital, where Mr Patnaik is under- 
going treatment after his release from jail recently. [Text] [Bombay THE 
TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 81 p 6] 


CONG-I DETAINEES RELEASED--Srinagar, Aug 2--Thirtyone political detenus were 
released on the eve of the Ramzan festival from different jails in Jammu and 
Kashmir State, on "humanitarian grounds"--to enable them to join their family 
for the festivities. Disclosing this, an official spokesman said yesterday 
evening that the 31, belonging to different parties, were detained under the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Public Safety Act for alleged prejudicial and anti- 
State activities during the last three months. The 31 included 20 leaders of 
the All Opposition Action Committee of Shopian town, most of them belonging to 
the Congress(I1) which has been spearheading the two-year-old agitation for a 
separate hill district. The detenus, lodged in the Jammu central jail, were 
taken to Shopian town yesterday in a special bus. The unconditional, 
unannounced release of these leaders is being linked by some to the assurance 
given by the Chief Minister, Sheikh Abdullah to the Prime Minister, Mrs Gandhi, 
during their talks here last week that he would try to have a settlement nego- 
tiated with representatives of the agitating people of Shopian. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Aug 81 p 1] 
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MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS-U--Bombay, Aug 2--The President of the Maharashtra Pra- 
desh Congress(U) Committee, Mr Sharad Pawar, has ceased to be the leader of 
the Opposition in the Assembly, according to a notificatio issued by the 
Speaker. The Congress(U) legislature party in the Assembly has lost the 
requisite strength necessary for recognition as the “main Opposition party,' 
the notification added.--PTI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Aug 8l 
p 10) 


MINORITIES PANEL MEMBER--New Delhi, Aug 2--Mr K. T. Satarawala has been 
appointed as a member of the Minorities Commission. A former officer of the 
Gujarat cadre of the Indian Administrative Service, Mr Satarawala was at one 
time General Manager and later Chairman, Indian Airlines, Chief Controller of 
Imports and Exports, Special Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Steel and Mines. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
3 Aug 81 p 10] 


EXPORT ALLOWANCE--New Delhi, Aug 2--The list of activities, which qualify for 
export market development allowance has been enlarged. The new activities eli- 
gible for this allowance, notified by the Finance Ministry are: Pre-investment 
surveys, preparation of feasibility reports or project reports at the written 
request of the Central Government or the foreign party. Maintenance, outside 
India, of a warehouse for promotion of sale of goods outside the country, 
maintenance of a laboratory or other facilities for quality control or inspec- 
tion of such goods and purchase of foreign trade periodicals or journals re- 
lated to the business of the taxpayer. The expenditure on maintenance of 
laboratory or other facilities qualifying for weighed deduction will be 
restricted to the amount which bears the same proportion as the export sales 
to the total turnover of the business in respect of which such laboratory or 
other facilities are maintained. At present, the activities eligible for the 
allowances are advertisement or publicity outside India; maintenance outside 
of a branch, office or agency and travelling outside for promoting sale of the 
goods, services or facilities dealt in by the taxpayer. [Text] [Madras THE 
HINDU in English 3 Aug 81 p 9] 


DSP CONSTITUTION--New Delhi, August 3--The three groups which have decided to 
merge and form what is to be known as the Democratic Socialist Party have 
finalised a draft constitution for the organisation to be endorsed at a national 
convention after the Garhwal by-election. The groups are the Democratic 
Socialist Front of Mr H. N. Bahuguna, the socialist group of Mr Raj Narain 
and the faction of the Democratic Party led by Mr Banarsi Das. According to 
the draft, the party would be unitary in structure and would have as its 
goal the establishment of socialist society by peaceful and democratic means. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Aug 81 p 9] 


CPI-M PROTEST--New Delhi, Aug 3--The Politburo of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) has called upon democratic and secular forces in the universities and 
outside to demand the withdrawal of the suspension of Prof. Irfan Habib, Dean of 
the Social Sciences Faculty of the Aligarh Muslim Universicy. The action by the 
Vice-Chancellor was only "the beginning of the move by communal forces to take 
over AMU completely," a CPI(M) press release said. It said Prof Habib, noted 
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historian, and other secular minded teachers of AMU had been under constant 
attack from the communal forces, which had never ceased their slander cam- 
paigns against Prof Habib. They had also demanded his suspension.--UNI 
[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Aug 81 p 11] 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CHIEF--Dr Ram K. Iyengar on Monday took over as 
chairman-cum-managing director of National Industrial Development Corporation 
(NIDC) a public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Industry. A quali- 
fied metallurgical engineer from Carnegie Mellon University of Pittsburg, 

USA Dr Iyengar was working with Steel Authority of India (SAIL) reports UNI. 
In SAIL, he set up the research and development centre for iron and steel in- 
dustry and Ranchi and was in charge of silicon steel project at Rourkela. 

Dr Iynegar succeeds Mr Kand Mariwalla who retired. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 4 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 4220/7495 
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LAOS 


DIFFICULTIES IN ROUTE 18 CONSTRUCTION TO SRV NOTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 23 Jun 81 p 2 


[Text] In recent years there have been many new roads added to the maps of Gia Lai- 
Cong Tum Province. These roads start from the cities and cantons and go to the 
villages and economically important areas of the provinces. Among these roads is 
one called “Highway 18, friendship highway". 


Friendship highway starts from Tew Keng (Dak To), crosses the border and heads for 
Samakkhi District, the provincial capital of Attopeu. 


The provinces of Gia Lai-Cong Tum and Attopeu have common borders. Many people have 
traveled here for visits, trade, and to exchange news, but there were only narrow 
roads (foot paths). After liberation and especially after the two provinces became 
twinned in February of 1979, the problem of building a highway became urgent. At 
the end of that year after the rainy season a group of researchers made a plan for 
the Communication Corporation of Gia Lai-Cong Tum and work began. 


These researchers consisted of a group of comrades who were permanent leaders in 
the Communications Corporation and Bridge Company Number One and who had experience 
in road building during the brutal war. 


After two months of breaking through the forest the highway was surveyed according 
to the plan. The highway would have to cross a mine field laid by the enemy. It 
would also cross large, dense forests, many mountains, and dozens of streams and 
rapids. While the survey team was working searching for the route of the construc- 
tion plan, the renowned Bridge Company Number One was given responsibility for 
clearing the land for the Friendship Highway, preparing the work force, and beginning 
the work vigorously. 


At the beginning of January 1980 the work units were ordered to move. There were 

problems at once in the first kilometer because the enemy mine field blocked the 

way. Blood was spilled. One soldier was killed by a “three stage" mine. After 

the mines were cleared the construction units moved up ahead of the bridge teams. 

“he construction equipment waited until the jungle had been cleared and the bridges 
‘ilt. The equipment operators bulldozed and graded. Then they surfaced the road 
1 put in a drainage systen. 


In the Central Highlands the dry season is the season for construction and is also 
the season when the workers building the bridges and roads suffer from the heat 
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during the day and the cold at night. The forest was full of mosquitos and flies 
which caused 20-25 percent of the people to come down with malaria. Every three 
days they had to move their location depending on the speed of road clearing. In 
some dry areas they had to walk dozens of kilometers to get drinking water. All 
these difficulties did not lessen the workers advances. Their efficiency was about 
130 percent. The road got longer each day. It passed high mountains, cliffs, 
streams and rivers. 


In the new year the construction team got a change of season. They were in the 
country of our friends. It was a real construction area there. There were the 
sounds of vehicles and wood being cut mixed with laughter, shouts and exploding 
firecrackers. With the new season the construction proceded more quickly. The 
efficiency was greater than before. On 25 March the highway reached Kao Seung 
District where the construction company of the Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province met the 
construction workers of the Attopeu Province. They had joined two sections of road. 


This newly constructed road made Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province and Attopeu Province 
closer together. Before, goods took up to a half month for the trip because they 
had to detour Gia-Lai Cong Tum and go to Quang Tri and then go by Highway 9 to 
Attopeu. But now with the new highway the trip takes only one day. 


In the opening ceremony for this highway Pheo Saingavong, the party secretary of 
Attopeu Province, exclaimed that "With this highway you comrades have made the 
hearts of our two areas beat together as one." The day the highway opened a convoy 
of trucks carrying goods went from Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province to help its twin pro- 
vince of Attopeu. The goods totaled 500 tons and included cloth, fuel, teaching 
materials. In addition 350 tons of salt was sent to Attopeu. It was by this 
highway that the workers from Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province traveled to Attopeu to 
build the wired radio system in that city and a 100-bed hospital. It was also by 
this highway that Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province received almost 100 Lao students who 
came to study culture and professions which they could later use to build up their 
own country. 


The Friendship Highway is being expanded and improved and permanent bridges are 
being built. In the future the road bed will be strengthened and paved. At that 
time the distance between the two province will shrink even further. 
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PAKISTAN 


"JANG' VIEWS INDIAN TILT TOWARD PRC 
GFO30404 Karachi JANG in Urdu 30 Aug 81 p 16 


[Article by JANG reporter: "The Distance Between the Two Countries Is Increasing; 
Indira Has Postponed Her Visit to the USSR But Plans To Visit the United States"] 


[Text] New Delhi, 29 Aug--The distance between India and its old friend the 
Soviet Union is increasing gradually, greatly shocking the latter. How far the 
separation will go one cannot say for certain, but Mrs Indira Gandhi has once 
more postponed her visit to the Soviet Union. However, she plans to visit the 
United States in October. 


According to the FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW, the Soviet-Indian 20-year agreement 
entered its second decade on 9 August but the USSR was very disappointed to notice 
that India showed little enthusiasm on the occasion. Mrs Gandhi rejected Soviet 
proposals that the occasion be celebrated in both capitals with show and fanfare. 
Moreover, differences over Afghanistan have further widened the gulf between the 
two countries. The trend becomes apparent from the message Mrs Gandhi sent on 
this occasion to the India-Soviet Friendship Society on its anniversary. In it, 
while speaking of a desire for greater friendship, she also mentioned that there 
were areas in which some differences existed between the two countries, with each 
side having its own viewpoint. This shows that India's agreement with the USSR 
was signed in a hurry and was motivated by the Chinese threat to India. 


It may be noted that even Henry Kissinger, at the time of his secret visit to 
Beijing during the Bangladesh crisis, had told the Indian Government plainly that 
if the PRC would back Pakistan in that [Bangladesh crisis] and help it in the 
event of war, India should not expect any help from the United States. At that 
time India had dug up the draft of an agreement which had been gathering dust for 
2 years and had sent D. P. Dhar to Moscow post haste so that the draft could be 
given final shape. In this draft, quite contrary to Soviet wishes and on 
insistence from the Indian side, it was noted that India and the Soviet Union 
should undertake not to assist any third country engaged in hostilities against 
either of them. 


After Mrs Indira Gandhi's rise to power, when the question of Afghanistan appeared 
on the scene, India favored withdrawal of Soviet forces from chat country. She 
joined in the criticism of the Soviet Union. Now this Indian tilt toward China 

is also hurting the Soviet Union. 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL CRITICIZES TACIT APPROVAL OF SUMMARY JUDGMENTS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 26 Jun 81 p 3 
{Editorial: "Prevent-Suppress Plan"] 


[Text] There is a report that for successful crime suppression the Ministry of 
Interior has devised a policy to carry out a secret "Prevent-Suppress" plan, to 
reduce crime as a special activity by the administration working with the police 
officials. Lists of names of all kingpin gamblers and trouble makers will be drawn 
up in every district. They are then called in for training and warned to turn over 
a new leaf. There is an oath-taking ceremony and a Buddhist priest takes part. 
After that the officials record the personal history and designate a time for refor- 
mation. When the time set arrives and their conduct remains the same, they will be 
quietly "picked up." 


Registration of trouble-makers or calling them in for training is good if the 
authorities know who is who. At least it is a warning before they get into trouble 
or if they have committed a crime. But there is not enough evidence to charge them 
according to the code of justice. It is one step in restraining those persons. In 
addition, it creates a feeling of comfort for the honest people in that the nation's 
officials are interested in their well-being. 


When Gen Prem Tinsulanon held the post of Deputy Minister of Interior, he had a 
policy issued to provincial governors and regional police directors throughout the 
country, to make a list of names of persons of influence in each province and have 
them reduce that influence by one means or another, declaring that they should not 
be allowed to exert influence above the law. As time passed the use of power by 
all the influential persons remained. When Gen Prem Tinsulanon became Prime Min- 
ister he was able to issue orders to go all-out as provided by law. Now the 
Ministry of Interior has issued a similar policy, but this policy is to promote 
the plan to reduce crime. 


However, although this plan ought to produce good results for administration, or 
could actually reduce crime, there is the suspicion that it is not legally correct, 
since calling peop‘e in for an investigation must be based on a summons from an 
official in charge, and not a whim. Even if those persons will repeatedly commit 
crimes, we want the government officials to arrest them and punish them under the 
code of justice, not set up © summary court to decide the problem itself. 
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The National Assembly calls for a revision of many laws which are unfair to the 
people, especially in the criminal code, but the Ministry of Interior which controls 
investigative power by police officials and tries cases with prosecutors has instead 
given consideration to making judgments of right and wrong themselves. Is that 
right? This action, besides not giving good results, will increase the number of 


officers persecuting the people. That is not healthy for the political atmosphere 
in a democratic systen. 
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THAILAND 


THAHAN PHRAN IRREGULAR FORCE DESCRIBED, ATROCITIES REPORTED 
Bangkok PATINYA in Thai 6 Jul 81 pp 13-16 


[Text] After the change in the Indochina situation in 1975, especially the change 
to Communism in Kampuchea, there was a considerable effect on Thailand. The Com- 
munist Party of Thailand [CPT] had ties with Communist parties outside the country, 
particularly the Kampuchea Communist Party, which increased CPT strength. This 
growth continued rapidly in the four or five provinces of the southern part of the 
northeast, the area that touched Kampuchea's border. At the same time the border 
situation became progressively more serious. Therefore, the need grew for forces 
to fight the Communists and to prepare to handle the external conditions. This was 
the starting point for creating a new force called Thahan Phran Irregular Force to 
oppose the Communists. At first they emphasized the four or five south northeast 
provinces, but later these forces expanded to operate throughout the nation. 


Guerrillas Suppress Guerrillas 


"When an incident occurs, we consider what program, what characterisitcs of this 
unit, or what form will work best. We look at it from two aspects. The first 
factor is how does the enemy operate. Our Thahan Phran were developed to fight 
Communist terrorists [CT]. Now we can face a limited aggression with a structure 
we already have inplace. The second factor is the organization, training, and use 
of basic military units, the requirements of our side, or an unexpected event 
requiring additional paramilitary force." So stated Maj Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, who began this Thahan Phran program 
speaking of the factors which resulted in the formation of the Rangers. The 

Thahan Phran Irregular Force was established in July 1978 on the order of the 
Commander of the Anti-Communist Defense Force, under authority of Section 16 of the 
Anti-Communist Defense Act, 1952, amended (No 3), 1979. The basic function of these 
Thahan Phran was a defense operation and suppression of Communist activities. Maj 
Gen Chawalit reiterated, "If we vanquish them, we must be more adept at guerrilla 
tactics than they. To put it simply we must wage guerrilla warfare better than they 
do. Therefore, this concept of the Thahan Phran is based on what wecall ‘Guerrillas 


Suppress Guerrillas’. 
Paramilitary Force Is Most Suitable 


[The concept in organizing the Thahan Phran unit is that of a paramilitary force, 
performing the function as the basic force for Communist suppression instead of the 
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army, since the CT method of fighting is unconventional or guerrilla warfare. 
Therefore, the CTs have the advantage over the government army which is skilled 
only in conventional warfare. In almost every instance of a clash the result is 
always that the government losses are greater than the enemy's. On this point Maj 
Gen Chawalit stated that "We must conserve our basic fighting force. It is only 
that [the CTs] will try to expand from a guerrilla force to a regular fighting 
force but our change from a basic force to a guerrilla force is not right. Our 
basic force will operate against special targets and be attached to permanent bases 
only. Another point is that building this program costs \ess per person, about one 
tenth of creating regular force or one-fifth of other types such as police forces. 
Therefore, at present most of the regular army force that was used in CT suppression 
has been withdrawn and we use the Thahan Phran instead." 


The Local Soldier 


Since the CTs have local regular units or local guerrilla units their movments have 
an advantage over those of the authorities because they have a better knowledge of 
the topography. To overcome this handicap Thahan Phran Irregular Forces native to 
the area were formed, taking volunteers of Thai males age 18-60 years, who reside 
in that locality. They have a training period of 1-2 months “to familiarize them 
with weapons, to fire guns, to learn the organization. I say that this is suffic- 
ient. There is no need to teach them close-order drill." So said one of the 
officers to PATINYA about the training of the Thahan Phran. 


The Thahan Phran are sent on operations in the jungle for an extended period, from 
a week to 1 or 2 months, in pursuit of the CT in every locale, along with doing work 
with the masses when they come to a village. After they have completed their jungle 
duty the Thahan Phran go “home” [in English] the Thahan Phran base to leave their 
weapons and prepare to return to their villages for 7 days. Before going on leave 
they receive training in working with the masses in the areas where they live. 


Surprise Attack Units 


Besides the local force Thahan Phran there are Thahan Phran Suprise Attack Units 
which can operate anywhere in Thailand. "The Thahan Phran Surprise Attack Unit 
receives more strenous training for more dangerous operations, special action, and 
requires higher skills," said Lt Col Wisut Koetriangbun, an officer of the RTA 
Operations Center, as he explained the duties of the Thahan Phran Surprise Attack 
Units. 


Women Thahan Phran: The Cradle Rocks, The Gun Swings 


When the sound of gunfire goes bang, bang, the child in the blanket cradle whimpers. 
However great the noise, the greater the crying. "When the women fire accurately 

it is just like shooting at CT, we do not know how many they kill." Someone points 
out when the noise of gunfire ceases. It is a weapons demonstration by two offi- 
cers of the Women's Thahan Phran at Camp Pak Thong Chai. 


The Women's Thahan Phran program is a new project which the army began with the 
view that women are a major force that should participate to help reduce the burden 
of the men in defense of the nation. Therefore, an experimental program training 
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24 women began at Camp Pak Thong Chai several months ago. These Women Thahan Phran 
are all village women who volunteered. Everyone has received the same training as 
the men. "There are only some aspects in which we did not give training because 

we thought it unsuitable for women's physical structure. This group is not less 
skillful than the men and our men are good." An army captai said this with pride 
to PATINYA. 


The basic duty of the Women Thahan Phran besides sewing uniforms, is to serve as 
nurses, support morale and encouragement, and as mobile psychological operations 
teams. They also work as logistical support forces which must go into deep jungle 
and risk combat with the enemy. Therefore, it is not surprising that we will find 
all Women Thahan Phran with an attitude no less firm than the he-man types. 


Are They Civil Servants? 


Not long after the establishment of the Thahan Phran the notion of Thahan Phran 

as government employees who perpetrate atrocities on the people was spread widely 
and unfavorable. “As explained, this unit used the name Special Volunteer Unit, 
but from the recognition of the people in general and the preference of the volun- 
teer members themselves, they were called Thahan Phran, which was changed to 
Thahan Phran Volunteer Force. When there is the word 'Thahan' [soldier] in the 
name, people generally misunderstand, thinking these volunteers have the same 
status as the regular army. This is not true. These volunteers have a status only 
as temporary employees of the government.” If it is mentioned, the excuse of the 
Internal Security Operations Command is that there is some truth in it because of 
the very nature of the Thahan Phran, as volunteers who have many motives. Some are 
patriotic, hoping to defend their country. Some only want to get the 30 baht per 
day and the 6 baht daily subsistence allowance. So from these various types many 
problems arise with the image of Thahan Phran. 


Thahan Phran: Troublemaking Soldiers 


The volunteers, not sufficiently disciplined, bearing weapons are a danger. In the 
past we have seen clearly such cases as volunteers exceeding their authority, 
threatening, plundering, or killing the people. That happened with one group of 
Thahan Phran in the south. Instead of performing their duty of suppressing the CT, 
they oppressed the populace. This was very bad, although the excuse is always “This 
is the act of a minority, only a certain percent, or of individuals." The people 
themselves try to think it is so. If the actions of the sectors concerned inspire 
confidence in the people, the minority committing the crimes will be deservedly 
punished in order to maintain the reputation of the majority. But what has happened 
is the protection of wrong doers. Some big shots say "It is a government secrety; 
it cannot be revealed.” The matter is hushed up. The Thahan Phran continue as 
trouble-making soldiers. 


What Is the Source of the Problem? 
What is the source of the failure of the Thahan Phran? Some people say it is the 
structure, some the personnel. If we examine them, they are equally to blame. In 


terms of personnel, it is generally admitted that some of the volunteers are wayward 
deadbeats. Particularly at the beginning of the program with the need for forces, 
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this group slipped inin large numbers, and caused a lot of trouble for the people. 
"We have to get rid of them"--Maj Gen Chawalit was positive in this statement. He 
was firm when he said "The selection now by the army is very good, chosen from the 
Volunteer Defense Corps [VDC]. They are screened by the district and the province, 
as well as by the army. This should lessen the problem." We must wait to see 
whether or not things get better because, at the least, it is generally known that 
the VDC are not 100 percent good people. Anyone who has enough strength to stand 
the training can join. As for the screening by the districts and provinces, not 
many districts or provinces do an efficient job and get efficient personnel. 


Responsibility 


At present there is great confusion in the chain of command of the Thahan Phran. 
When the Thahan Phran was organized, some provinciai governors warded off respons- 
ibility, saying it was an army matter. The army stated that it was a provincial 
concern because the Thahan Phran were not soldiers. The subject was quietly 
dropped. The people who have suffered do not know how this is handled. Therefore, 
the remedy must be viewed from the cause of the problem in personnel. There must 
be measures for selection of as many good people as possible. At the same time 
they must eliminate the trouble makers. The main thiug is to mete out severe 
punishment for the wrong doers and let the people know, so they have confidence and 
believe that there is action in their behalf, not just telling them "We have taken 
care of it." When something is done, at the least, they ought to announce it to 
the mass media, too, not only the statements by the army or the incidents. There- 
fore, if this problem is not corrected, the creation of the Thahan Phran to suppress 
the Communists will become a means of making more people Communist, because the 
guerrilla tactics themselves oppress the people. 
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THALLAND 


BRANCH DISTRICTS UPGRADED TO DISTRICTS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 17 Jun 81 p 2 


[Text] The Cabinet authorized in principle the upgrading of 15 branch districts to 
districts as follows: 


l. Nabon and Phrom Khiri Branch Districts, Narathiwat Province, to Nabon District 
and Phrom Khiri District 


2. Saphan Noi Branch District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, to Bang Saphan Noi 
District 


3. Si Nakhon Branch District, Sukhothai Province, to Si Nakhon District 

4. Nong Yai Branch District, Chon Buri Province, to Nong Yai District 

5. Dan Chang Branch District, Suphan Buri Province, to Dan Chang District 

6. Wang Saiyaphun Branch District, Phichit Province, to Wang Saiyaphun District 
7. Phon Charoen Branch District, Nong Khai Province, to Phon Charoen District 
8. Bo Rai Branch District, Trat Province, to Bo Rao District 

9. Lansak Branch District, Uthai Thani Province, to Lansak District 

10. [Omitted in text] 

ll. Tharato Branch District, Yala Province to Tharato District 

12. Kong Ra Branch District, Phatthalung Province, to Kong Ra District 

13. Wang Sam Mo Branch District, Udon Thani Province, to Wang Sam Mo District 
i4. Khamta Kla Branch District, Sakon Nakhon Province, to Khamta Kla District 
i5. Nadi Branch District, Prachin Buri Province, to Nadi Disirict 
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THAILAND 


MONG REFUGEES SAID TO LIVE IN COMFORT, REJECT RESETTLEMENT 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 26 Jun 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Family Planning Association of Thailand, under the patronage of HRH the 
Princess Mother, met with Mong people in the refugee center. They did not wish to 
have birth control because they had a comfortable life in the refugee center and 
wished no other occupation. 


Chaiwat Panchaphong, the Association Director, disclosed that persuading more than 
30,000 Mong in the refugee center at Pak Chom, Loei Province, faced very distress- 
ing difficulties, which worried the Association. Sometimes they took goods such as 
sacks of rice or clothing to bribe them. Because the various kinds of aid for this 
refugee center made the life of the Mong easy since they had good food to eat and 
free medical care, they had no complaints about their way of living. They thought 
it a good thing to have lots of children because that meant they received more free 
food rations. 


One fact the Assoc/ation discovered was that the Mong in the refugee center had 
better health and a better life than the Thai natives who lived in the same area. 
These Thai must work hard and suffer food shortages. This causes the problem that 
most of the Mong are not willing to move to a third country, especially when they 
get the news that refugees must adjust to a different climate, language, and 
culture, while having to makea living raising sheep in an arid land. 


9615 
CSO: 4207/41 


156 














THALLAND 


ADVANTAGES OF TRADE WITH SOCIALIST COUNTRIES NOTED 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 18 Jun 81 p 4 
[Column "Heaven Above, Earth Below" by Palom] 


[Text] Somyut Chaemchoi, an expert of the Thai Farmers Bank, gave his views on 
Thai trade with the socialist bloc countries in the periodical SARUP KHAO THURAKIT 
[Business News Survey]. It is very interesting and we recommend it to the 2nd Prem 
government for consideration. 


The article states that from the beginning the socialist countries were more likely 
to depend on themselves alone than to have trade relations with the outside world. 
This was to protect themselves from economic penetration by other nations. But now 
the world economic situation has changed. Circumstances have given the socialist 
bloc countries the opportunity to conduct trade with many more nations. The 
socialist nations themselves experience a demand for products from abroad and are 
thinking of a change in their trade theory. Trade between the nations of the Free 
World and the socialist nations began with no intervening political motivation. 
Formerly, for Thailand trade with the socialist nations was prohibited for political 
reasons. But in 1976 these barriers disappeared. Present Thai trade with the 
socialist countries is unrestricted as with other nations. 


Thailand has a worrisome problem, the imbalance in trade and balance of payments. 
One strze-agem the government uses to solve this problem is to accelerate exports 

and accumulate foreign exchange earnings. This principle was noted in each National 
Social and Economic Development Plan. But for political reasons trade with this 
bloc of nations has not met the success it should, as for example, trade with 
Eastern European countries and with Indochinese countries. What has progressed 
satisfactorily is trade with the PRC and the Socialist Republic of the Union of 
Burma. In trade with the socialist countries in Eastern Europe, as with the USSR, 

a nation like Malaysia ranks No 1 in Asia while Thailand is No 5. This causes 
Thailand to lose many opportunities to trade with the USSR. 


The Soviet Union is a big market and has a population of more than 270 million. 
When this figure is combined with that of other nations in Eastern Europe there is 
a population of 400 million. Most of the purchases of Thai products by Eastern 
European socialist nations are made through a third naticna, britain, the Nether- 
lands, or Singapore. This increases the price of the goods because they must pay 
a broker's fee. 
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The advantage of expanding trade markets in Eastern Europe is that these developed 
socialist nations will give special trade privileges to developing nations like 
Thailand, with the suspension of the import tax. This makes possible the convenient 
expansion of markets. 


The Indochina bloc, Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea, need foreign products. It is 
advantageous for Thailand to expand all markets. In summary, Somyut Chaemchoi 
stated that trade with socialist countries is very profitable for Thailand because 
this block has a planned economy, fixed for the short term and the long term. Man- 
agement is strict. The central government owns the means of production and has 

the power to direct the methods of operation in every phase. Export markets will be 
assured. There is no labor group or political influence obstructing state policy 
that will interfere with products from outside. 


The main products imported from socialist countries will be relevant to the economic 
conditions of a developing nation like Thailand. That is, the method of production 
is labor intensive, contrary to that of the Free World nations. Bargaining power 

in trading is also greater. While Thailand must face a great imbalance of trade 

and there is a trend that this will increase, trade with socialist nations is one 
target commanding attention. The government ought to give the private sector an 
opportunity to really open up markets with these nations. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


TRAINEES TO ISRAEL--At the beginning of next month six Thai students will go to 
Israel for training. Their names follow. Chinda Chan-on and Suwit Limyingcharoen 
from the Agricultural Department will participate in training on the development of 
cotton cultivation from 2 July to 22 September 1981. Upparit Sichan from the 
Ministry of Interior, Watsana Chunsawong from the Public Health Faculty, Mahidon 
University, Prakairat Wiraphan from the Science Faculty, Mahidon University, and 
Phayung Aphinyanon from the Project Planning Division, Office of Accelerated Rural 
Development, will study regional development planning for rural areas for 8 months. 
[Text] [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 27 Jun 81 p 3] 9615 
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